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When Hans-Pavia Rosing
teavels from his native Green-
land into Northern Canada and
Alaska, Me does not see the
lines and political boundaries
which divide and  separate
these  lands m ‘maps and
globes.

Rather, Rnunl sees o great
expanse of earth and sea,
rich in the resources which

have long supported a people
mt:? by tremendous dis-

Il;n}‘h ble as i wnd,
e as it soun
m for u::r.w
the tive peoples of
Arctic will be able to ﬂ-d
dependence and govern ﬂmﬁ-
selves a3 a separale nal
entity. Rosing is HH]:I‘IIHM'I
of the lmuit Circumpolar Con-
ference, which is 8 confedera-
tion of all the differemt Eskimo
cultures in North America
and Greenland.
“Independence 8 a goal |
would see for the whole cir-
cumpolar area,” Rosing ' ex-
plains. “No one wants 1o
be governed from someplace
else, someplace far away.
“Someday, I'm not saying

i my lifetime, an llﬂ.-lhm
will be formed.

will ‘be 3 # E hlh-
pendent.”™

that in Gruﬂh#.i_ .ﬁ::l:kmt
affecting the Eskimo groups
there have long been and often
still are made in Denmark, a
European country much differ-

eni than the great island
it golonized two-and-a-hall cen-
rures ago,

Recently Greenland reached
a homerule agreement with
Denmark, yet ihe European
nation  still  has. strong -
fuence in the islind country,

The Inuit - peoples of the
north alse are separatéd by
thousands of miles, Rosing
admits, but their interests are
very similar. They rely or
the bounty of the land and
sea for taking whales and seals
and figh for their subsistence
lifetimes — a lifestyle which

is threatened in all three coun-

munh'hdmrymmh
1o take out oil.
Oil and gas -and mineral
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wealth are bringing in technol-

must now face is keeping com-
munication and contacts strong
between members in ~villages
thousands of miles apart, con-
nected by no highways or eéven
direct aicline flights.

When Rosing traveled from
MNuuk 10 Barrow recently, he
had to fly into Europe and
then the Lower 48 just 1o ger
thire. i o
- A major concemn of Rosing's
which has not received much
attention in Alaska but which
Rosing believes poses a great
ll‘ll'ﬂl 1o the entire Arctic is
the proposed Arctic Pilot Pro-
ject. The resources of the
North can be harvested only if
companies huve a feasible way
o1 n them to market.
Led by Petro-Canada, a consor-

Rosing. “I would pass through
one of the most ecologically
rich areas in the world. where
there are many sedls and
whales, where most of the
beluga whales in the Arctic
breed."”

Rosing explains that whales
rely heavily on sounds they
transmii - vnderwater, like a
submarine’s sonar radar  but
mare complicated, and that the

noises thrown off by what

would eventually be as many
as ' JOD supertankers 4 year
craghing through the ice would
undoubtedly - be very
1o the ‘whales.
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Inuit autonomy over md1
tional waters and resources is
vital, Rosing says. He points to
similar problems related 10
pmpued offshore oil drilling
in_ Arctic ice off of Alaska's
Beaufort Sea. The Inupiat of
the North Slope have been
fighting the proposed drilling
as an encroachment on Inu-
piat sovereignly over the Arctic

waters. Even as supertanker

noise can disrupt whale life-
styles, so too do the Inupiat
believe the noise produced by
drilling operations will con-
fuse the bowhead whales so vi-
tal to subsistence living.

The ICC, Rosing says, seeks
recognition of Inuit sovereign-
ty over the Arctic waters.

“Of course, we want 10 stop
it totally,” Rosing says of the
Arctic Pllot Project. “At the
same Lime, we don't say
‘slop, and leave right now!’
We want to have more research
done. It would be suicide
in a way to go ahead with such
a project with very little scien-

research
Rosing stresses that although
he would like to see the re-
search, he would never want

- lo e the projegt go iMo

nur woulgebe like 1o

resource pro-
¢ which stand to

h:’ll'hl! m Arcltic environ-
med with,” says  ment.

“Nou can read reports for
the rest of your life,” he notes
of  the E"urli nt pttmlcum

companies o gel inlo the
Arctic. “In the meanwhile, i
you go ahead, @t only
tukes one major oil spill to
wipe out the basis of our
lives. It seems silly 1o me 1o
spend billions of dollars get-
ting out a resource that will
only last about S0 years, when

-you are going o wipe oul the

resources that have sustained a
cultdre  for  thousands of
years'

The Inuit of the North are
few in numbers and have com-
paratively few dullars to throw
into the fight, Rosing points
out. “The Arctic Pllot Pro-
jeet has already used more than

$600 million dollars 10 push

their plans, while the Inuit
have succeeded in scraping
together a couple of million
dollars. Millions of people in
the US. will of course give a
damn about 25000 Inuit who

% just a dream

want to protect some figh!™
The opposing interests, main-
ly the oil companies, seek to
divide 1he Natives on issues,
Rosing  believes. “Once you
divide us, it is easy to divide
us even more. They are very
clever at this. They have the
money (o be very clever!™
Rosing points 1o  Aluska.
where NANA Regional Corp.
has expressed interest in ol
development of Cross lsland,
an.area which the lnupuat ol
Barrow consider essendial 1o
their subsistence Lifestyle, as an
example of such vilcompany
inspiréd division,

Rosing strésses, would be an
Inuit Natiow. “People may say

laugh.” Rosing says. I wali be
a long and hard struggle. Bul
it ig7a goal, something to work
for!™ "y
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