Legislative lleport: '
Senator Ferguson

By request of several rural re- ents, drownings and suicide are
sidents, 1 have introduced Senate = as high as 84% alcohol related.
Bill 117 which limits the bar Even child molesting is a sig-
hours, but still allows a mu- nigican! 1
nicipality to adopt ordinances ; Ahﬂ:,..lmm selated cxime
governing the barter, sale and
consumption of alcoholic bever- MS::;"]&‘::”:‘ :hAol:t*‘hh‘"
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' Major reasons for this, Alaska for bars and liquor stores, and in
ihas the highest rates of alcohol f4m enjoyed a substantial de-
related problems in the United Cre3s¢ in police and ambulance

States. In some local areas Cals.

in the state, deaths by car A gpecial, one-time supple-

accidents, snowmachine acci- mental appropriation to the

State Revenue Sharing Program,
is under consideration in the
Senate. The proposal, which [
strongly support, will give every
municipality and native village
grater control on how funds are
spent in their area. Each local
government entity will receive
$1000.00 (one thousand dollars)
per capita or $25,000.00 (twen-
ty five thousand dollars) which
ever is greater.

Through this infusion of
funds, local governments will be
able to decide for themselves
what projects or programs are
needed to best serve their con-
cerns. The local governments
will be looked upon to fund the
smaller capital = projects they
have requested through the
Legislature. The larger capital

.. project requests, which local

- governments will be unable to
fund with the additional Re-
venue sharing, will still be con-
sidered by the legislature.

As of January 22, 1981, the
. Legislature was in receipt of a
report from the State’s Local
. Boundary Commission that ad-
, dresses the possible annexation
,\of an area around the City of
) 'Nome. By law, Legislative ac-
» tion is required to take place
t within 45 days, if they wish to
¢ disapprove the Boundary Comm-
; ission’s findings. Should no legis-
i lative action be taken within the
y required 45 days, the reports

findings automatically take ef-
. fect on March 8, 1981.



