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Friends remember::.
Chester SeveckSeveck-

Dies

Seveck-

DiesDies at 91
ChesterO1ester Seveck dled'ah-

uaiy
dled'ah-dled'ahdledahdied'' ..'11-

uary
an-

uary
1-1an-an-

uaiyuary 16,1981-in16,1981161981in16,198Jin16198Jin, , - FairbankS-

fonowing
FairbanksFairbanks-

followingfollowingfonowing a long illness .

Chester is wenwell remember-
ed

rememberremember-¬-

ed by nnianyjeopkniany.peoplenianypeoplean1'peopan1peop.'? > . Four ofof-

tbem
of-

them,themtbem who werewere-wereclose- close toto-

him
to-

himhim , spoke of him here .

""ThereThere are so many won-
derful

won-
derful

wonwon-¬-
derful things that they bave-

done
havebavehave-

donedone together , my MomMom-

and
Mom-

andand ChesterO1ester , " Mary Dirks ,

of Fairbanks , Chester'sChestersGlester'sGlesters' step-

daughter
stepstep-step-

daughter
-¬-

daughter said ., ""SuchSuch aa-

wonderful
a-

wonderfulwonderful LfeMelife they lived .

I1 will never forget . TheyThey-

made
They-

mademade everybody happy ..

Chester and his secondsecond-

wife
second-

wifewife Helen had traveled soso-

many
so-

manymany places . He was aa-

great
a-

greatgreat guy . He did workwork-

for
work-

forfor 66 years , 46 years ofof-

reindeer
of-

reindeerreindeer herding and 2020-

years
20-

yearsyears with Wien . He waswas-

aa lay reader at the Epis-

copal
Epis-

copal
EpisEpis-¬-

copal Church in Fairbanks .

His first wife was TUlieTillie .

Chester married her inm July
12 , 1912 , at Point Hope ,"
Mary said . ""SheShe died .

Chester marriedmamed my mothermother-

Helen

mother-

HelenHelen on May 14 , 1959 . "
Chester'sChesters' steJHIaughter-

Mae
step-daughtestepdaughtesteJHIaughterstep-daughterdaughterstepdaughter-

Mae

-- r
Mae Jacobson , of KotzebuKotzebueKotzebue-

said
Kotzebue-

saidsaid Chester was reallreallyreally-

active
really-

active

'

active and always !likelke to dd-

things
dodo-

things
0

things , liked to work anan-

was

andand-

was

d

was a very happy person .

ChesterChester'sChesters'' survivingsurvivmg WIf-
eHelen

wifWIfewifewife-
HelenHelen SevecfcSeveck is Howar-

Rock's
HowanHowardHowarHoward-

Rock's
d

Rock'sRocks' Sister . Howard-

Rock
HowariHowardHoward-

RockRock is the foundingfoundmg edito-

of
editoedltoledltol-

ofof the Tundra Times .

Frank Whaley , a pilot. forfor-
Wien

for-
WienWien since 1935 was asked-
by

asked-
by

iskedasked
by the Wien brothenbrothers toto-

help
to-

helphelp do something to getget-
people

get-
peoplepeople up to Alaska andand-
take

and-
taketake a look out inire thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages and travel here inin-

the
in-

thethe state . '""One-"OneOne'One-'One"Oneof'Oneor'--- ofor thethe-
things

the-
thingsthings I1rememberIremember ChesterChester-
talking

Chester-
talkingtalking about the most waswas-
that

was-
thatthat Wien invented tourismtourism-
inin Alaska . That occurredoccurred-

around
occurred-

aroundaroundaround195051n1950-511950511950-51n195051n195051nsaid- ," said GregGreg-
Galik

Greg-
GalikGalik , Director ServicesServices-
Training

Services-
TrainingTraining for Wien inm Anch-
orage

Anch-
orage

AnchAnch-¬-
orage .

""FrankFrank took the projectproject-

I

project-
on0onI
on and started takingtakmg picpic-

tures
pic-

tures
pic-pic¬-

tures of the place and foundfound-
ChesterChester and Helen out therethere-
on

there-
onon their reindeer herdherd-
operatIOn

herd-
operationoperation , " GalikGalikS8JdGaliksaidsaidS8Jd . ""HeHe"He-
askedasked Chester and Helen ifif-

r
if-

theyr they would like to bebe-

Continued

be-

Contmued(ContinuedContmued on Page Seven )
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Chester SeveckSeveck-

AA long and wellwell-

traveled

well-

traveledtraveled lifelifeC-

ontinued(Continued from Page Three )

ambassadors of good willwill-

for
will-

forfor Wien and the state .

""II remember Chester talk-
ing

talk-
ing

talktalk-¬-
ing about his first trip toto-

Honolulu
to-

HonoluluHonolulu , there they werewere-
in

were-
inin their parkas in HawaiiHawa .

Then they went to EuropeEurope-
and

Europe-
andand allalloverover the U.SUS. . TheyThey-
traveled

They-
traveledtraveled everywhere tellingtelling-
people

telling-
peoplepeople to come up to seesee-

Alaska
see-

AlaskaAlaska . He was in manymany-
Wien

many-
WienWien ads and interviews .

HisHls firstfITSt real look outsideoutside-
and

outside-
andand he always spoke aboutabou-
tthat

about-
thatthat.. He really eniovedenJoyedentoved it .

""II can remember himhun as aa-

person
a-

personperson who really lovedloved-
people

loved-
peoplepeople . When the touriststourists-
would

tourists-
wouldwould come off the airplanealrplanealrplane-
he

airplane-
hehe would always be therethere-
without

there-
withoutwithout failfali and shakeshake-
everybody's

shake-
everybody'severybody'severybodys' hand , say hellohello-
and

hello-
andand keep them spellboundspellbound-
telling

spellbound-
tellmgtellingtellmg stones about EskimoEsklffioEskimo-
life

Esklffio-
hfelifehfe in the I930'sI930s1930's1930s' and 40's40s40's-
reindeer

40's-
reindeer

'

reindeer herdingherdmg , " GahkGalikGahk-
saJd

Galik-
saidsaidsaJd
said"I'll""I'llIll111' always like his favofavo-favo-
nte

favo-

rite
-¬

ritente saying which 111I'llIll' nevernever-
forget

never-
forgetforget , ""forfor 30 years I herdherd-
reindeer

herd-
remdeerreindeerremdeer , and now for 3030-

years
30-

yearsyears I herd touriststounsts NoNo-

difference
No-

differencedifference " ""HeHe was aa-

real
a-

realreal nice guy , just a wonder-
ful

wonder-
ful

wonderwonder-¬-

ful fellow ' saidsaJd Greg GahkGalikGaltkGahk-
Ihe

Galik-
II1Ihehe pilot , Frank WhaleyWhaley-

retired
Whaley-

retiredretired as executive Vlc-
epresident

vice-

president
vice-

president
vice-viceVlce-Vlce-

president for WienWlen , but bebe-

fore
be-

fore
be-be¬-

fore retiringretmng had Introduced-

tounsm
introducedintroduced-

tourismtourismtounsm to Alaska With thethe-

introduction
the-

mtroductlonintroductionmtroductlon came ChesterChester-

and
Chester-

andand HelenlIelen SeveckSeveck-

"I
Seveck-

"I""II1 was the fifth pilot forfor-

Wien

for-

WlenWienWlen and started flyingflY10g forfor-

them
for-

themthem babackbackink in10 1935 basedbased-

out
based-

outout of Nome ' WhaleWhaley} saidsaid-

"I","II[ (fielevflew", for a number ofof-

years
of-

yearsyears before I startedslarted wIth-

photograph
withwith-

photographyphotographyphotograph } 1IIwaswaswas-

managing

was-

managmgmanagingmanagmg director of thethe-

Alaska

the-

AlaskaAlaska Visitors AssociationAssoclatlonAssoclatlon-

for
Association-

forfor a couple of years 1II-

went

I-

wentwent from that to promot-

IOn
promo-

tion
promopromo-¬-

tion work and retired asas-

assistantvice
as-

assistantviceassistant-viceassistantvice- president ofof-

Wien

of-

WlenWienWlen
Wien"WeWlen"We""WeWe were associated forfor-

many
for-

manymany years When she

started working for WienWlen , 1II-

was

I-

waswas tour Manager there .

Chester worked for us eacheach-

summer
each-

summersummer . He'dHed' usually startstart-
no

start-
nono later than the first ofof-

May
of-

MayMay until about the 115th5th ofof-
September

of-
SeptemberSeptember as Tour Guide .

""HeHe would meet all tflightsflights-
upon

ghtsghts-
uponupon arrivalamval at KotzebueKotzebue-

and
Kotzebue-

andand he managed the Native-
Eskimo

Native-
Eskimo

NatIve-
Esklffio

Native-Native---

EskimoEsklffio portion of the pro-
gram

propro-pro-
gram

-¬-

gram inm Kotzebue I1us-

mcluded
ITusI1usIbisIbis-

includedincludedmcluded the EskimoEsklffio blan-
ket

blan-
ket

blanblan-¬-
ket toss and dance , whIch-
they

whichwhich-
theythey would put on ChesterChester-
was

Chester-
waswas a pretty good dancer ,

one of the very best upup-

there
up-

therethere and he continued toto-

dance
to-

dancedance rightnght up untuntil thiS-

year
thisthis-

yearyear
year"His

""HisHis wife HelenlIelen also actedacted-

as

acted-

asas an assistant tour gUide-

and
guideguide-

andand she was with him in10 thethe-

vanous
the-

variousvariousvanous dance programs andand-

the
and-

thethe variousvanous events theythey-

would
they-

wouldwould put on for the tourI-

StS

tour-

ists
tourtour-¬-

ists .
" said WhaleyWhaley-

During

Whaley-

DuringDuringDunng the winterwmter monthsmonths-

Chester
months-

ChesterChester would accompanyaccompany-

Whale

accompany-
WhaleyWhaleWhaley} on tounsttourist promopromo-promot-

IOn
promo-

tion
-¬

tion activities for Wien-

These

Wlen-

These

WtenWlenWien

These included10cluded trips toto-

Japan
to-

JapanJapinJapan . Hawaii , Mexico andand-

the
and-

thethe lower "48 " states ,. doingdomgdoing-

personal
domg-

personalpersonalpersonalappearancesappearances forfor-

travel
for-

traveltravel agencies and tourtour-

operators
tour-

operatorsoperators , and did a numbernumber-

of
number-

ofof T V showsshows-
"We

shows-
"We

shows-
"We""WeWe ve been on a numbernumber-

of
number-

ofof T V shows , Art Link-

letter
Link-

letter
Lmk-

letter
Link-LinkLmk-Lmk-

letter , Steve Allen ,. Grou-

cho
Grou-

cho
Grou-

cho
Grou-Grou-

cho Marks , quite a numbernumber-

of
number-

ofof national 1I VVshowsshows , "

said Whaley ---- -

""II imagineIffiagme he'shes' beenbeen-
photographed

been-
photographedphotographed as much asas-

any
as-

anyany EskimoEslmo in the world , II-

belIeve

I-

believebelieve , " Whaley saidSald ""HeHe"He-
was

"He-
waswas rightnght on deck for all thethe-

VISitors

the-

visitorsvisitors at Kotzebue for allall-

these
all-

thesethese years and alwaysalways-

weanng
always-

wearingwearingweanng colorful costumes ,

parkas that he and hisIus wifewife-

wore
wife-

worewore . And everyone wouldwould-

line
would-

lmelinelme himhlffi up for a picturepicture1' "
""II did most of the photophoto-photo-

graphy
photo-

graphy
-¬

graphy for WienWlen for quite aa-

number
a-

numbernumber of years AmongAmong-

other
Among-

otherother pictures are of thethe-

blanket
the-

blanketblanket toss ,. a color photophoto-

that
photo-

thatthat you'veyouve' seen in10to a posterposter-

qUite

poster-

quitequite often ,. and that waswas-

taken
was-

takentaken in K-otzebueKotzebueKotzebue- ThatThat-

pIcture
That-

picturepicture has been used qUite-

extensively
quitequite-

extensivelyextensively Both ChesterChester-

and

Chester-

andand Helen show up inm thatthat-

blanket

that-

blanketblanket toss pIcture-

"I
picture

""II1 met Chester in about
1935 or '36 1I startedstartedf-

iYlng
started-

flyingflyingfiYlng in northwesternnorthwestern-
Alaska

northwestern-
AlaskaAlaska around 1933 I1 metmet-

him

met-

turnhimturn out at a reindeerremdeer herdherd-

Continued

herd-

Continued(ContinuedConunued on Page Ib16)16)



Chester Seveck-

Remembered

Seveck-

Remembered

Seveck

Remembered
(Continued from Page Seven )

that he had charge over inin-

the
in-

thethe Kobuk area at thatthat-

time
that-

timetime . I used to stop in andand-

visit
and-

visitvisit him occassionally ,

supplying items to his rein-
deer

rein-
deer

reinrein-¬-
deer camp and used to helphelp-

huh
help-

hunhimhunhuh duringdunng the winterwmter quitequite-

often
quite-

oftenoften .

He was a wonderful ,
wonderful guy . I'veIve' workedworked-

with
worked-

withwith him under many con-

ditions
con-

ditions
concon-¬-

ditions . I made severalsevera-

lmotion
severa-

lmotionmotion pictures , all toto-toto-
gether

to-
gether

-¬

gether I filmed 16 motionmotion-

pictures
motion-

picturespictures on Alaska . Thir-

teen
ThirThir--Thir-

teen
¬-

teen were documentariesdocumentaries-
onon :.EskimoI.skimoIskimo Life . Some ofof-

these
of-

thesethese were made at hishis-

reindeer
his-

reindeerreindeer herd of over 5,00050005,000-

animals
5,000-

animals
,

animals in the Selawik area .
I lived at his camp for aa-

number
a-

numbernumber of days and got toto-

know
to-

knowknow him very weliwellweli-

One
..

One thing that may be ofof-

interest
of-

interestinterest ,.,, to satisfy my own

curiosity as much as any-
thing

any-
thing

anyany-¬-

thing else , reindeer herdersherders-
are

herders-
areare noted for being excel-
lent

excel-
lent

excelexcel-¬-
lent navigators . I used toto-

check
to-

check.himcheckcheck.himcheckhimcheck.himout._.himhim. out . For inin-

stance
in-in-ins-

tance
¬-

stance , in New York City-
we'd

City-
we'd

GtyCity
we'dwed' be calling on tourtour-
operators

tour-
operatorsoperators , doing pretty longlong-

shows
long-

showsshows,, T.VTV. . appearancesappearances-

and
appearances-

andand one thing or another ,.
and 'I'dId' come out of thethe-
buildin

the-
buildingbuildinbuilding with Chester andand-
and

and-
andajidand 'I'dId' say , ""WeUWeU"WenWen"WellWell , Chester ,
which way do we go now toto-

get
to-

getget back to our hotel ?'"
And he'dhed' take a readingreading-
from

reading-
fromfrom the sky and look-
around

look-
around

tooklook
around and invariably hehe-

could
he-

couldcould point outout"hotelb-
ack

out.hotelouthotelout"hotelout.hotelb-
ack

. ... "."hotelhotel
back this way ! " everyeverytimetime !

He never got confused eveneven-
when

even-
whenwhen he'shes' in a big city .:"'

""HeHe was a wonderfiwonderflwonderfs ., , '

wonderful guy ," WhaleyWhaley-
said

Whaley-
saidsaid .


