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NomeNometto Golovin : It'sIts' the ottlffotIlyonly race In towntoum-toum --

by Bob KowelukKoweluk-

The
Koweluk-

TheThe 17th Annual NomeNome-
Golovin

Nome-
Golovin

Nome/Nome/!
Golovin Snowmachine RaceRace-
is

Race-
isis scheduled to be held thisthis-
year

this-
yearyear-yearyearon-. on March 21 , 198-

The
1981198\198\..

The 200200milemile raceracecourseracecourse-
winds

coursecourse-
windswinds it'sits' way from NomeNome-
to

Nome-
toto Solomon , to WhiteWhite-
Mountain

White-
MountainMountain and turningturning-
around

turning-
aroundaroundaroundatat Golovin for thethe-
return

the-
returnreturn trip back to NomeNome-
along

Nome-
alongalong the course ..

Roscow WWitkeeWilkeekee , racerace-
chairman

race-
chairmanchairman for the races inmin-

Nome
m-

NomeNome , said the 1st year'syearsyear's-
race

year's-
race

'
race had a good showing .

""LastLast year we had 3838-

entrants
38-

entrantsentrants from Nome ,

ShaktoolikShaktoolJkShaktoohk , GolovinGolovm ,

Koyuk , ElimEhm and of coursecourse-
Anchorage

course-
AnchorageAnchorage , " he said .. ""JohnJohn"John-
Faeo

"John-
FaeoFaeo from Anchorage wonwon-

the
won-

thethe race withwithaa timetune of 22-

hours
2-

hourshours and 42 minutesmmutes .. WithWith-
aa snowmachine , my that'sthatsthat's-
really

that's-
really

'

really flyingflymg ! That'sThats' anan-

unbelievable
an-

unbelievableunbelievable time ..""
RoscowRoscowVilkee\\VilkeeVilkeeVrilkeeWilkee, has beenbeen-

the
been-

thethe race chairman for ththee
]177 years of Nome'sNomes' snow-
mobile

snow-
mobile

snowsnow-¬-
mobile race historylustory . ""TheThe"The-
first

"The-
first

e
first few years of the snow

machinemachme races _were _.- toto-

Tener
to-

TellerTellerTener , Alaska somesome 6565milesmilesmiles-
to

miles-
toto the west of Nome . ThereThere-
was

There-
waswas a camp there at thethe-
Bluestone

the-
BluestoneBluestone River when thethe-
NomeTeller

the-
NomeTellerbeingbuiltNome-TellerNomeTeller-- roadroadwaswas being
built . We would send a gasgas-

crew
gas-

crewcrew up there with a weaselweasel-
and

weasel-
andand sledge before the race .

The gas crew andandracerracer-
would

racerracer-
wouldwould have a place to go inin-

out
in-

outout of the weather , "
Roscow said . ""AndAnd now allall-

the
all-

thethe buildings are gone .

There'sTheres'' no place to cachecache-
gas

cache-
gasgas or for the guys to getget-

out
get-

outout of the weather . You-
couldn't

YouYou-
couldcouldcouldn'tcouldntn ''tt take gas there inin-

the
in-

thethe fall because it would-
n't

would-
n't

wouldwould-¬-

n'tnt'' be there come race day '

The snowmachinesnowmachme racesraces-
were

races-
werewere switched from Nome-
Teller

Nome-
Teller

Nome-
Teller

Nome-Nome -

Teller to Nome-GolovinNomeGolovinNome-GolovmGolovm--- toto-

better
to-

betterbetter provide the dnvers-
with

dnvers-
with

driversdnvers
withwithsupportsupport with gas stops ,

first aidaIdandandandradIoradio com-

mUnIcatlons
com-

munications
comcom-¬-

municationsmUnIcatlons . Radio cover-
age

cover-
age

covercover-¬-
age is provided by KICYKICY-
radio

KICY-
radioradio for up to the minuteminute-
coveragecoverage of race action .

Aircraft coverage is pro-
vided

pro-
vided

propro-¬-
vided by local residents .

Mary Anne Navitsky Accepted

Mary AnrAnne NavltskyNavitsky ., fromfrom-

Sitka
from-

SnkaSitkaSnka , Alaska , a former AlaskaAlaska-

Nallve
Alaska-

NativeNativeNallve Health Career traineetramee andand-

fonner
and-

formerformerfonner awardawardwmnerawardwinnerwinnerwmner of the DonDon-

Bannell
Don-

BannettBannettBannell MemorialMemonal Fund for
1979 , has been accepted to thethe-

Unlversltv

the-

UniversityUniversityUnlversltv of Iowa DentalDental-

School
Dental-

SchoolSchool for the fall of 19811981-

Mary

1981-

Mary
1981-

MaryMary Anne was bomborn andand-

raised
and-

raisedraised inm SitkaSnka , where she atat-

tended
at-

tended
at-at¬-

tended grade school and highhigh-

school
high-

schoolschool FollowingFoDowmg two yearsyears-

at
years-

atat Sheldon Jackson , she bebe-be¬.-

came the firstflTSt AAlaska-AlaskaAlaskaNallve! - Native-

woman
NallveNativeNallve-

Iwoman(Iwomanwomanin to attencattenc-

ner
attend the HarvardHarvard-

Summer
Harvard-

SummerSummerner School inm CambridgeCambndge ,

MaMassachusetts<sachusellsichusetts
sachusellsMsMassachusettsMs

Ms NavrtskyNavnsky served four inmin-

ternships
in-in¬.-

ternshipsternshlps with the AlaskaAlaska-

Nallve
Alaska-

NativeNativeNallve Health Career ProgramProgram-

and
Program-

andand diddKl her trainingtrammgtrammgdttrainingatatdt thethe-

PHS
the-

PHSPHS Dental ClinicClImc atal Mt Edge-

cumbe
Edge-

cumbe
Edge-

thc

Edge-Edge -

cumbe UIin SnkaSitka , Alaska , underunder-

the
under-

thethcthe guidance of Dr Tom John-

son
John-

son
JohnJohn-¬-

son , Director of the Mt Edge-

cumbe
Edge-

cumbe
Edge-

cumbe
Edge-Edge -

cumbe Dental ClinicClImc

Volunteer gas crews areare-

sent
are-

sentsent down to Solomon thethe-
day

the-
dayday before the race to getget-

the
get-

thethe gas drums set up . ""WeWe"We-

cache
"We-

cachecache gas at Solomon wIth-
the

with-
the

with
the Okitkun'sOkitkuns' inm the fall-

before
fallfall-

beforebefore the roads are closed ..

On race day they take thethe-
gas

the-
gasgas to the old Pete Curran's-
Store

Curran's-
Store

Curran'sCurrans'
Store there at Solomon toto-

set
to-

setset up the first mandatorymandatory-
gas

mandatory-
gasgas stop , " he said . ""AndAnd ofof-

course
of-

coursecourse at White MountainMountam ,

the second, mandatory gasgas-

stop
gas-

stopstop ,, all the villagers help-
gas

helphelp-
gasgas up the machinesmachmes as they-
come

theythey-
comecome inm It'sIts' amazingamazmg howhow-
much

how-
muchmuch helphelptht-..thth-thtthtthe people therethere-
give

there-
givegive to the gas crew and-

racers
and-

racers
and

'racers
racersthe

l"helheIbethe" trailtratl for the Nome-
Golovin

Nome-
Golovm

Nome-
Golovin

Nome-Nome-

GolovinGolovm race beginsbegms atat-

hront
at-

ront!-Hront-rontront Street in10 Nome atat-

about
at-

aboutabout 1I pm . The racersracers-
leave

racers-
leaveleave all together , just a few-

seconds
few-

seconds
few

seconds or minutesmmutes apart ,

accelerating {downlown the coastcoast-
to

coast-
toto the east , past checkcheck-
pOints

check-
pointspoints at Fort Davis , Cape-
Nome

CapeCape-
NomeNome , Safety Ferry and-

IOta

and-

into
and

intoIOta Solomonolomon for the first-

gas

first-

gas
first

gas stop some 353S miles intomtointo-
the

mto-
thethe race trail FromFrom-

Solomon
From-

SolomonSolomon , the driversdnvers race-

past
race-

past
race

past Spruce Creek and Bluff-

and
BluffBluff-

andand head northeast to WhIte-
Mountam

White-
Mountain

White
MountainMountam , the second man-
datory

man-
datory

manman-¬-
datory gas stop about 40-

miles
4040-

mIlesmiles along the trailtratl . The-

racers
The-

racers
The

racers do not stop atat-

Golovin
at-

GolovinGolovin for gas but chcheckcheek" In-

wIth

In-

with
in

with race officials qUlcidy-

and
quicklyqUlcidyquickly-

andand turn theirtheH machinesmachines-

around
machines-

aroundaround for the return tnp-

to
triptnptrip-

toto White MountainMountam IIhehehe-

White

he-

WhiteWhite MountainMountam to GolovinGolovmGolovin-

round
Golovm-

roundround triptnp is some 26 milesmdes .

The driversdnvers must gas upup-

their
up-

theirtheir machines on the rere-

turn
re-

turn
re-re¬-

turn tnptrip at WhiteWhae MountainMountain-
and

Mountain-
andand Solomon Gas forfOT thethe-

race
the-

racerace at White MountainMountam I-
Sbought

isis-

boughtbought by the race comcom-¬-

mitteemlttee from the NativeNative-

store
Native-

storestore there .

""TheThe race is not quite
200200milesmilesmdes ," Roscoe said .

"hit"ItsItss about 180 or 190190-

Continued

190-

Continued( Continued on PPaget* HevenEleven >}



. .

e 8lllJIonlyowljf rraceee iin. towntOIII(Continued from Page Five )

miles by snowmachinesnowrnachine ., "

Roscoe said , """ItIt hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen a good racingnlcing event .

There isis., a S$$160160SI60160 entry fee ,

but we give allan the moneymoney-

back
money-

backback as prize money . WeWe-

give
We-

givegive 50sO'percentsOpercent50-percent50percent"'- percent to the win-
ner

win-
ner

winwin-¬-
ner , 2515 percent to thethe-
second

the-
secondsecond finisher , 15 percentpercent-

toto the tlthirdtd and 10 percentpercent-
toto the fourth place finisher . ".
Roscoe said , ""TheThe LionsLions-
Club

Lions-
ClubClub adds a thousand dol-
lars

dol-
tars

doldol-¬-
larstars for the driver withwith-
the

with-
thethe bbestt overalloyeraU time . SomeSome-
years

Some-
yearsyearsyears the Donslions ' ClubL1ubLlub hashas-

added
has-

addedadded $$5050SSO moremore for eacheach-
entry

each-
entryentry in addition to thethe-
SS$$1,00010001 ,,000000 . One year we had aa-

little
a-

littlelittle over S$$18,00018000S18,000S1800018,00018000, in prizeprize-
money

prize-
moneymoney ."

There have been a fewfew-

women
few-

womenwomen finishers , but nevernever-
in

never-
inin the money . Three yearsyears-
ago

years-
agoago the race had 81 entries ,

two years ago the numbernumber-

of
number-

ofof entries dropped to 7171-

and
71-

andand last year had dropppeddroppped-

down
droppped-

downdown to 38 . Roscoe blamesblames-
rising

blames-
risingrising costs of snowsnow-

machines
snow-

machinesmachines , ( a racing machinemachine-
costs

machine-
costscosts about $$4,0004000S4OOO, now ) ,

and to rising costs of airair-

travel
air-

traveltravel , both for the driverdriver-
and

driver-
andand machine .

''ThisThis"this"' is the only race inin-

town
in-

towntown ,,"" Roscoe said . ""AndAnd"And-

if
"And-

ifif they won it allan , the boysboys-
in

boys-
inin town with the costs ofof-
the

of-
thethe machines becoming soso-

high
so-

highhigh , would'twouldt' get enoughenough-
toto pay for their machines .

There was a time when thethe-

race
the-

racerace had L2-1L21l2-15l2151.2-151.2151.212. - 5 entries fromfrom-
Anchorage

from-
AnchorageAnchorage who flew toto-

Nome
to-

NomeNome withwithaa charteredchartered-
DC3

chartered-
DC3DC-3DC3- or C-46C46-- for a weekweek-¬-

end filled with good fun .
It'sIts' changed now . We get 44-

or
4-

oror 5 from Anchorage now ,
6 or 8 from Kotzebue andand-
some

and-
somesome from ElimE1im , Shaktoolik ,

Koyuk , Unalakleet , Golovin ,

and Shishmaref . I don'tdontdon.tdon't-
know

don.t-
know

'.

know why , but we'veweve' hadhad-
only

had-
onlyonly one driver fromf.rom. Fair-
banks

Fair-
banks

FairFair-¬-
banks .

""AA lot of the boys here ,
they have what you callcall-

work
call-

workwork machines , you know ,

that they use for huntinghunting-
and

hunting-
andand fishing . Up until threethree-
years

three-
yearsyears ago there used to bebe-

weekend
be-

weekendweekend races , but the boysboys-
didn't

boys-
didn'tdidn'tdidnt' want to tear up theirtheir-
snowmachines

their-
snowmachinessnowmachines on week-
ends

week-
ends

weekweek-¬-
ends , " Roscoe said . ""WeWe gotgot-
guys

got-
guysguys that never run a racerace-
except

race-
exceptexcept for the Nome-
Golovin

Nome-
Golovin

Nome-
Golovin

Nome-Nome-
Golovin . They say 111I1\I1I'llIll\I1try' try it .,
It'sItslt'slts' a fun race It'sIts' a toughtough-
race

tough-
racerace . "

Roscoe said that thethe-
casualty

the-
casualtycasualty rate fotfor the snow-
machines

snow-
machines

snow-
machines

snow-snow-

machines used in racing IS-

way
isis-

wayway down now comparedcompared-

toto years ago with the earher-
machInes

earlierearherearlier-
machinesmachines . '"'ThereThere'lherelhere"There was aa-

time
a-

tunetimetune when you'dyoud' lose overover-
half

over-
halfhalf of the racers , but nownow-
the

now-
thethe machines are builtbutltbuilt-
better

butlt-
betterbetter and stronger TheyThey-
look

They-
looklook a lutlelittle more dignifieddignified-

and
dignified-

andand sophisticated . TheThe-

break
The-

breakdownbreakbreak-downbreakdown- own rate on snow-
machines

snow-
machines

snow-
machines

snow-snow-

machines is way down , uu-

less
unun-ununl-

ess
n-¬"

less a guy breaks a ski.. WeWe-

used

We-

usedused to have a lot of troubletrouble-

with-.-withwithwith drive belts breaking ,
nowadays we all still carry aa-

spare
a-

sparespare belt.. The clutches andand-

dnve
and-

drivedrivednve pulleys are better andand-

the
and-

thethe snwomachines have 10-

creased
inin-

creased
10-10in-in¬-

creased horsepower .

""We'veWeve' had all kindskmds of

machines winning , butbut-
Polaris

but-
PolarisPolaris , -Ski-DooSkiDoo- and ArcticArctic-
Cat

Arctic-
CatCat , those are thetheiga !big threethree-
And

.,-And-And offcourSeofcoursef courSecoursecourSein
-
-ininin the pastpast-

there
past-

therethere were machines thatthat-
have

that-
havehave won that arentaren't'' eveneven-
being

even-
beingbeing made anymore . NowNow-
there's

Now-
there'sthere'stheres' Kowasaki here inin-

tOWn
in-

towntown and is sellingsellmg well , "
he said .

""SomeSome racers have bebe-

come
be-

come
be-be¬-

come lost between NomeNome-
and

Nome-
andand Golovin . 'I'dId' imagineimagine-
that

imagine-
thatthat some have wonderedwondered-
why

wondered-
whywhy they decided to race In-

the
inin-

thethe first place as theythey-
thought

they-
thoughtthought of the wear andand-
tear

and-
teartear on their machines , oror-

tried
or-

triedtried to keep their bodybody-
warm

body-
warmwarm and out of the coldcold-

'wind
cold-

wind'wind'wind . "

John Faeo , last year'sWinne-
r

year'swinne-
r

year'syears'

winner of the NomNomeGolo-
vm

NomeGolo-
vin

Nome-Golo-NomeGolo--olo-oloolo-
vm

--

vmvin race , had passedpassed-

Solomon
passed-

SolomonSolomon on the race thethe-

year
the-

yearyear before . Solomon is thethe-
gas

the-
gasgas stop . By the timehme JohnJohn-

had
John-

hadhad figured he had mISSed-

his
missedmissed-

hishis gas stop and decided toto-

turn
to-

turnturn around and ease hishis-

machine
his-

machmemachinemachme back , he knew hehe-

was

he-

waswas so far behind he couldn tt-

win

t-

wmwinwm the race . So he wentwent-

back
went-

backback to Nome ahead ofof-

everybody
of-

everybodyeverybody else , but out ofof-

competition
of-

competitioncompetition .

""ItIt may have been ourour-
fault

our-
laultlaultfault for not marking thethe-

trail
the-

ttalltrailttall as good as we couldcould-
have

could-
havehave . He didn'tdidntd1dn'td1dnt' complaincomplain-
And

complain-
AndAnd last year he came herehere-
and

here-
andandandwon_ won the raceraceuracev-racevraceuRoscoeraceRoscoeracevRoscoe!."- ' ----RoscoeRoscoeRoscoe-
S3JdsaidS3Jdsaid..

It'sIts' a down home racerace-
from

race-
fromfrom start to finish . TheThe-
entry

The-
entryentry deadline is about 88-

pm
8-

pmpm the night before thethe-
race

the-
racerace . ""NobodyNobody ever enters aa-

day
a-

dayday or two ahead of timetime-
oscoe

,"

/{Koscoe/oscoeoscoeRoscoe said . ""WeWe just havehave-
aa driver'sdrivers' meetingmeetmg at thethe-

multipurpose
the-

multipurposemultipurpose room inm the

school or at the armoryannory thethe-
night

the-
nightnight before the race toto-

show
to-

show,show the drivers the trail ,

explainejplam[ the rules and gasgas-

mixtures
gas-

mixturesmixtures . There are aa-

couple
a-

couplecouple of women there toto-

coUect
to-

collectcollectcoUect the entry money andand-
entry

and-
entryentry forms . So we don'tdontdon't-
know

don't-
know

'

know how many entriesentries-
we'll

entries-
welIwellwelIwe'll' have in the race until

the night before ,."
At the end of the race-

.there
race-

there
race

,...therethere is an awards banquet ,
''-

with
w-

ithwith trophies and prizeprize-

monies
prize-

monies,poniesmonies given out . RosccRoscoeRoscoe-

said
Roscoe-

saidsaid that the BeringBenng Sea-

Dons
Sea-

lions
Sea

LionsDons Club usually has a-

hundred
a-

hundred
a

hundred tickets for gIVIng-

to
giving-

to
giving

to the dndriversvers , trail and gasgas-

crew
gas-

crewcrew helpers , and the press


