


.
. .
StayShaytJy( Witwith1gtJtal.

.Santa$,
, . ,

ClousClaust,
, .

.

.
.

. '
'

, f '
' " tfl"ll'ftflllf' " ' > * A ' <

- * l
'.

, , '
.

.

.
' '-

from
f-

rom' ' '
(('contlncontlnContinued,

d fromfrom PagePa 2)2)

many Christmasses till thethe-
present

the-
presentpresent.. , Simple honestyho esty nownow-
hadcompelled

now-
hadcompelledhadhadcompelled, compelled him to admitadmittoadmitto-
himself

, toto-

himselfhimself , at least ,; that hishis-

ne
his-

negativenenegativetive
, reaction to this endlessendless-

chain
endless-

ch
endless-

chainchainchnch n
'- of
o- f' of "II" wants . . .

,
."." grewgrew

fromgrewfromthe cumulative impact ofof-
them

of-
themthem all , rather than from hishis-

r
hi-

srecognitionrecognitionr ,e cog n it ion thatt hat eacheeaeach-
individual's

a c hh-

iqdividuaI'sindividual'sindividualsiqdividuaI'siqdividuaIs'' yearningsy rnings werewere-

voiced
were-

voicedvoiced from hisrus or her ownown-

little
own-

littlelittle world of Childhoodhildhoodchildhoo-
dwonder

hildhoo-
dwonderwonder , . perplexity andand-
dep

and-
dependencedependencedep ndence , need for love-orloveorloveort-
he

loveort-
he

-
the lack of love extended .

. During those twotwo weeks ofof-

incessantly
of-

incessantly "II"' YY-

wants
incessantly voicedvoiced.

-

wants . . . ." he'dhed' come tototo-

ponder
to-

ponderponder 'moremore' deeply Laurie'sLauriesLauriLaurie's-
charge

'ss's-

charge

'
charge that he was selfish'selfish'

,

utterly selfish himself. ,. AsAsAs'an'
'anan'an-

accountant
'an-

accountant

'

accountant he was accustomedaccustomed-
toto working with additionsaddittons andand-
suotract

and-
subtractionssubtractionssuotractonssuotract ons and , totals . WithWith-

two
With-

twotwo weeks to ponder thethe-

deeper
the-

deeperdeeper implicationsimpIicatonsimpIicatons of the evereve-
rmounting

eve-
rmountingmounting 'successionsuccession': ' of "II"I-

wants
"I-

wants
"

wants . . . ." he'dhed' discovereddiscovere-
dcertain

discovere-
dcertaincertain patterns , theth , mostmost-

obvious
most-

obviousobvious being that the olderolder-

children
older-

childrenchildren whom he'dhed' balancedbalanced-
onon his tiring knees , the moremor-
ethey

mor-
etheythey had included "II"I-
wants

"I-
wants

"
wants ., . . ."" for other people ,

while still including themselves ,

butbu t sometimes ., only asas-

afterthou
as-

afterthoughtsafterthoughtsafterthou ghts .

There was an , answeranswers-

omewhere
answers-

omewheresomewhere in the substance ofof-

all
of-

allall this , some elusive total thatthat-

still
that-

stillstill lay beyond his grasp ,

remained as intangible yetyet-

tempting
yet-

temptingtempting as compelling as thethe-

ancient
the-

ancientancient and beautiful strains of-ofof-

"Silent
-.

"SilentSilent" Night " which filled thethe-

now
the-

nownow almost deserteddesertedd-
epartment

desertedd-
epartmentdepartment store as the clock'sclocksclock's-
hands

clock's-
hands

'
hands registered,, finallyfmally , 1111-

o'clock
11-

o'clocko'clockoclock' . Time to leave . At last !

As he-hehepreparedhe -.' prepared to stand, hehe-

saw
he-

sawsaw the soleum , beautiful faceface-

of
face-

ofof the onlyQqJy child who remainedremained-
standing

remained-
standingstanding before him , parkaparka-
hood

parka-
hoodhood down now , a tiny , slightsligh-
tChristmas

sligh-
tChristmasChristmas angel before hishis-

towering
his-

toweringtowering red and white andand-
black

and-
blackblack immensity .

quietlybeckoningforAgainAgil:; ! hehe satsJt: ; thisthsth s
,
:; time quietlyqui t1yt1y-

beckoning, beckoningbeckoning-forbeckoningfor'- for hereto/approachheretoapproachher "'
,
toapproachtor

'
/: approach ,

,
andandvhenand'whenandwhen' when\vhenvhen\' she

'
did heh'e lifted herher-

ontoontoontonto his kneeknee-

"And
.

-- "And"- AndA- nd-,
' 'AndAnd"And"' what areare' you doingdoing-

here
doing-

herehere ?. What do you . want forfor-

Christmas
for-

ChristmasChristmas ? " the rote , gruffgruff-
sentences

gruff-
sentencessentences slipped out , but withwith-
this

with-
thisthis lastlaJIt child'child'' of., the season he.titi.'
listened and harrumphedharrum'phedharruniphed' andand-

cleared
and-

clearedcleared . his throat . as herher-
response

her-
responseresponse to this huge.huge. strangerstranger-
was

stranger-
waswas a

,
gently ,:' voicedvoiced; , "MamaMama"MamMam"Mama-

told
"

told me to stay with SantaSanta-

Claus, ClausClauslaus .."" And the childchillichil l gaveve himhim-
aa tentative hug,, her'her',

' tiny handshands-
and

hands-
andand ., arms trying

'

to encompassencompass-
allall of him but only spanning hishihis-

massive
$

massivemydaddy.chestchest., chest ,. "II" wantwant',, mymy
daddy to come homehome ' forfor-
Christmas

for-
ChristmasChristmas , if you can findfma him .

importantthingsMama 'saidsaid' he had important-
things

important
things

.'
to do . He has been gonegone-

aa 'longlonglong time now . He'sHes' soso-

important
so-

importanttoimportantimportantto:: too me ! " ,'

Santa ' Claus First Floor liftedlifted-
her

lifted-
herher so she stood onon his ' knee .,
He peered into eyes that werewerwerewere-

brimfulbrimful with tears . And his eyeseyes-
filled

eyes-
filledfilled , too , until he pushed hishis-

spectacles
his-

spectaclesspectacles on his foreheadforehea d andand-
blinked

and-
blinkedblinked rapidly to clear them .

Her mother-mothermotherwas-.
,was standingstanding-

below'them
standing-

belowbelowbelow'thembelowthemthem"them'" now .: Santa ClauS ,

'

First FloorHoor cleared his throat .

"WhatWhat6'What6What&What"' '& do you want forfor-

yourselfl
for-

yourselfyourselfyourselfl??"
Her "OnlyOnly" my daddy forfor-

mama
for-

mamamama and mem " brought thatthat-
elusive

that-
elusiveelusivepartialfocusfinalfmal sumsum into partial
focus , momentarilymomen ariIy disjointed ,
then Into clear focus . BabiesBabies-
demand

Babies-
demanddemand love , children begin toto-

share
to-

shareshare it , andandadultsadults in thistWstWs-

weaning
this-

weaningprovideitweaning process finallyfmalty provide
it in illimitable supply-asupplyaStJpply-aStJpply- nearnear-
ending

near-
endingending circlecircleof-ofof,- of growth for eacheach-
generation

each-
generationgeneration . '.

111-

1Santa

,

Santa ,Claus First Floor gavegave-

the
gave-

thethe child a great hug and beganbegan-

to
began-

toto remove the pillow ,
pantaloons , boots , belt and capcap-

and
cap-

andandand,, finally ,. the beard .
'"

"YourYour";

Your daddy will be homehom
for Christmas , Joanie . Yes , staystay-
with

stay-
withwith Santa Claus ."


