
, ,

AndAnd'rropagatesAndrropagatesAnd-PropagatesAndPropagates'-Propagates; SlowlySlowly-SlowlySlow-
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TheThe "polarpolar'polar"' beafbeat , the mostmost-
wellknown

most-

wellknown
most-

wellknownwell-knownwellknown- of-ofofthe- the Arctic'sArctics' landland-

animals
land-

animals
land-

animalsanimals , is at the same time little-

known
littlelittle-

known
little-

mownknownmown . It is the mostmosrpowerfulmosrpowerfula-

J.f1ong

'powerfulpowerful'powerful-
among

' powerful-
amongamongaJ.f1ongaJf1ong. land .beastsbeasts.

beasts of preypr y ; TheThe-

lion

The-

lion

The-

lionlion and ,
tiger arearear lightweightsli tweigh in-

comparison
inin-

comparison
in-

comparioncomparisoncomparion$ to the average femalefemale-

bear
female-

bear

female-

bearbear whichwhich weighsj683weighs
'

683 pounds .
'-

that
t-

hat'
StudiesStudiesxSStudies'haveStudieshaveudi s\haveshaveshavesh'' x\' have shownsh that

'

thethe'

population ofpolar bears is small ..

Though it is Veryv IY difficult toto-

make
to-

makemake a count, in the ice-boundiceboundice.boundiceboundice.bound-
polar

icebound-
polar

-.

polar reaches of these .constantlyconstantlyponstantlyponstantly-
roa

constantly-
roaming

.

roamingroa ng animalsanimdlsanim ls , their number isis-

held

is-

heldheldheld to be betweenbetween 12 and 20
.. .thousandthousand.,. . ApartApart from,from this,., thethe-

polar
the-

polarpolar bearbea r propagatespropaga
,

tejs slowly .

The female beginsbegms to bearbear-

y
bear-

youngyoungy ung at
,
theJthe ,

' ageagageageof.ofof..ofof., .offouroffourof -fourfour.four-. ,, andand-

usually
and-

usuallyusually bringsbrings'forthbringsforth'forthforth' cubs onqeonceone
'

inin-

theryear
in-

three'yearsthreetheryearthree'yearsthreeyears! ( ' years . Fifteen to twenty pererper ,

jcent''cent'cent,' of the cubs usuallyusuall die in thethe-

first
the-

'first\firstfirst'firstfirst\'j first year ofQf their lives . InIn-

addition}>
,addition to this , somes me fifteenfiftee-
nhundred

fiftee-
nhundred-hundredhundred.hundredhundred-., animals or moremor-
eannually

more-

annuallyJannuallyannually:; are huntedhunt d down .

ThoughJhough'Though' seemingly not a large-

figure

largelarge-

fIgurefigure , it has brought the polarpolar-

bear
polar-

earbear
figure
pearear to the brink of extinction .

This and other data thatthat-

scientists
that-

scientistsscientists have at their disposaldisposal-

points
disposal-

pointspoints
' to the problem of thethe-

dontinued(5orttinueddontinued< ontlnued on Page 6)6)
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,

protection of the polar bear .,

completelyforbiddenPolar bear hunting is completely
forbidden in the USSR . ,_ ,

WranWrangel11s1andIsland,, theththe main area pfofof-

polar
of-

polarpolar bear propagation near thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic Pacific ,, has been declared aa-

state
a-

statestate game preservation , and thethe-
main

the-
mainmain sites on 'thethe' island wherewhere-
dens

where-
densdens ate most densely situatedsituated,,,
are particularly guarded areas ;: NpNs>)
humans are allowed in thethe-
vicinity

the-
vicinityvicinity during thethee period whenwhen-
the

when-
thethe bear families come out , ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir dens .
'

True , specialspecial licenses may bebe-

obtained
be-

obtainedobtained in order to catch 12 to
1155 bear cubs from Wran'gelWrangelWral 'gel IslandIsland-

annually
Island-

annuallyannually for zoos . But , in order toto-

catch
to-

catchcatch the cubs , a mother bearbear-

may
bear-

maymay never be shot..

Bear"earearDearBearhunting," -huntinghunting'hunting-' fronjfroDfron)} planes isis-

prohibited'in
is-

prohibitedprohibited-prohibitedprohibitedinprohibited'in,
-' in Alaska . Polar bearbear-

hunting
bear-

huntinghunting ' has "' been completelycompletelyfQrbidcompletelyforbiddenfprbidqenfQrbidforbiddenen in Norway forforthe-thethe.the-. .the-

period
the-

periodperiod ' 1973t973 , to 1977 . LargeLarge-
nationa

Large-
nationsnationalnationanations' parks have been foundedfounded-
inin CanadaCanCandda

,

4a
I

, GreenlandGreenland
,." ,'

," , and on

Spitsbergen , where bearbeari-
nhabited

bearI-
nhabitedinhabited localities are underunder-
protection

under-
protection .. ,protection '

The governmentsgovernmentsgovernmentsof6fOfofi

the USSR ,

the U.SUS. . , Cana'daCanadaCan 'da , Norway , andand-

Denmark
and-

DenmarkDenmark concluded anan-
international

an-
internationalinternational agreementagreem.ent on thethe-

protection
the-

protection
"-

polar
p-

olar
".

protection ofo( the , polar bearbear-
declaring

bear-
declaringdeclaringpuntingbanthroughouta polarbearpolar bear jiuntingbanpuntingbanhuntingbanhuntingban-
throughout

,
throughout the Arctic area overcNer: aa-

set
a-

setset period .
ii-

Therquestion
!

TheTherquestion*<

question of the polar bears *'
futurCjfuturetfuturetisfuture , is a serious oneon/ionione/:,

. Oil isnqwisngwisnQW-

being
isngw-

beingbeing -:! extracted , internationalinternational-
airlil1

internationa-
lairlinesairlinesairlil1airlines; s andandwaterways-waterwayswaterwayswatetways-, wa'tewate' ways '

areareireare-

cros
ire-

crossingcrossingcros ing over, and settlementssettlements-
and

settlements-
andand cities are going juplUP

'
up wherewhere-

bears
where-

bearsbears were once mastersmastersvnin thatthat-
very

that-
veryvery Arctic which ;: is beingbeing-
crossed

being-
crossedcrossed .

Whereas ,. several yearisyeailsy ais ago, nono-

clear
no-

clearclear and definite answersanswers couldcould-
be

could-
bebe given to the question , thethe-
answer

the-
answeranswer today is quite positive , AtfAtAfAf-
any

.
any "raterate"rate , measures takentakensdsossd' far onon-

an
on-

anan interstate scale have halted thethe-
d

the-
decreasedecreased crease of the pojarpolarpoar) bearbear-
population

bear-
populationpopulation-population. -".:


