Participants expected from Greenland and Canada

ICC meet to ra ,
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A review of draft principles for a
major comprehensive arctic policy
statement for Inuit people in Alaska.
Canada and Greenland will be onge of
the key highlights of the fourth Inuit
Circumpolar Conference July 28
through Aug. 3 in Kotzebue.

At least 800 people, including of-
ficial delegations from the three areas
are expected to antend the gathering,
held only once every three years.

"Between the elders conference and
the general assembly there should be
well over 1,000 people.” said Dalee
Sambo. head of the ICC Alaska Of-
fice and an organizer of the meeting.

Committees have been set up in
Kotzebue to coordinate housing for
those atending the meeting. In addi-
tion, Sambo said an area has been set
aside for a temporary tent city.

Sambo said delegates to the
assembly and the Second International
Inuit Elders Conference will focus
much of their attention on reviewing
draft principles for an arctic policy
statement and an environmental
strategy document. a long-term ap-
proach to arctic envrionmental
concerns.

Also, ICC Presidemt Hans-Pavia
Rosing will be stepping down after
serving two terms in his post, the max-
imum allowable, and a new president
will be elected.

The only announced candidate for
the position is Mary Simon from Kuu-
jjuag — Fort Chimo — in northern
Quebec. Sambo said, however, that
candidates are expected from Alaska
and Greenland, although none have
announced their intentions yet.

Simon is a former president of
Makivik Corp., created under the
James Bay-Northern Quebec agree-
ment, She is the first woman to be con-
sidered for 1CC"s top post.

Sambo said entertainment is

anned throughout the gathering and
Ell each nation is expected to send
performers.

Consideration is expected 10 be
given to the formation of a youth
group. and Sambo said further efforts
are 10 be made on the women's move-
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ment that gained attention during the
1983 conference at Frobisher Bay in
the Canadian Arctic.

Sambo said a number of speakers
will give talks at the conference, in-
cluding Thomas R. Berger, who will
report on the Alaska Native Review
Commission’s publication of his
report, the book Village Journey.

The comission was established in
1983 1o study the effects of the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act of 1971
from the perspective of the Eskimo.
Indian and Aleut people of Alaska.

After two years of traveling to 62
Alaska Native communities and hear-
ing from 1,450 Native witnesses.
Berger's findings and recommenda-
tions were released to the public last
fall. Testimony offered in the hearings
indicated that many Alaska Natives
fear that instead of protecting their
rights, ANCSA could cost them their
land, thereby destroying the sub-
sistence hunting and fishing cultures
dependent upon it.

n Village JourneyBerger recom-
mends that C s seriously con-
sider allowing village corporation
lands to be returned to tribal govern-
ments, with all the protections afford-
ed "'Indian country,’

He states that Natives should assume
fish and game jurisdiction on all
Native lands and shared jurisdiction

to Kotzebue

with the state or federal government
on all other lands.

Among other speakers at the ICC
conference will be Erica Irene Daes.
chairpersen for a United Nations
working group on indigenous people.
Daes. from Greece, is an international
expert on human rights.

ICC 15 an international Inuit non-
profit orgamization. Within the United
Nations 1l has a non-governmental.
consultative status.

The orgamzation’s aims are:

® 10 strengthen unity among the In-
uit of the circumpolar region,

® 10 promote Inuit rights and in-
terests on the international level

@® (o ensure adequate [nuit participa
ton in relevant political, economic and
social institutions,

® 10 promote greater sell
sufficiency of Inuit in the circumpolar
region

® (0 ensure the endurance and
growth of Inuit culture and societies
for both present and future
generations,

® 0 promote long-term manage-
ment and protection of arctic and sub-
arctic wildlife, environmental and
biological productivity.
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® (0 promote wise management and
use-on non-renewable resources in the
cifcumpolar region and the j mmrpnr:
tion of such resources in tl
and future development nr Inuit
economies, ulung into account other
Inuit interests.

I The ICC was sum in June 1977,
ts headquarter. o is in Nuuk,

Greenland, buf an Alaska regional of-

fice was opened in the flll of 1982 in
A%r:ct;mae and a Canadian regional-
0 wopundmmlylnﬂnlm.
Ontario.

According to information .
by Maniilag Association in Kotzebue,
the members share language, culture,

oral tradition, traditions of lifestyle,
the arctic as habitat and race.
*‘We also have in common a history

of efforts to improve the housing,
health, economic and educational con-
ditions of Inuit, as well as the tradi-
limlu ;f subsistence I'h"ind a common
goal of protecting the arctic environ-
ment from damage,”” a Maniilag
brochure states.




