
ANANBANAB views self as action group
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ItIt was more than 53 yearsyears-

ago
years-

agoago that 14-year-old14yearold14.year-old14.yearold14.year14year-. - RobertRobert-
Martin

Robert-
MartinMartin first accompanied hishis-

father
his-

fatherfather to1to', a meeting of thethe-

AlaskaAlaska Native Brotherhood . ""II"I-

had
"I-

hadhad heard *' so much aboutabout-

ANB
about-

ANBANB , " Martin remembers ,.

""thatthat 1I wanted to see whatwhat-

it
what-

itit was all about . " Martin waswas-

Impressed
was-

impressedimpressed enough to remain aa-

member
a-

membermember for all these decades ,

and dedicated enough to earn
*thehe type of trust which justjust-

won
just-

wonwon him hisnis second term asas-

Grand
as-

GrandGrand Camp President..

""II have always felt thatthat-
ANB

that-
ANBANB is our vehicle for action ,"
Martin explains . "J'ItJIt"ItIt' is the oror-

ganization
or-or¬.-

ganization that would helphelp-
our

help-
ourour people in Alaska . We gogo-

back
go-

backback in history for the past
69 years , and we have donedone-
many

done-
manymany things for the NativeNative-
people

Native-
peoplepeople of Alaska . We havehave-

always
have-

alwaysalways worked through thethe-

courts
the-

courtscourts or the Legislature toto-

secure
to-

securesecure those rights which areare-

rightfully
are-

rightfullyrightfullyrightfullyoursours . We never useuse-

force
use-

forceforce or violence . We useuse-

the
use-

thethe system . "

In his wallet , Martin carriescarries-

aa membership card which lists

some of the past accomplish-
ments

accomplish-
ments

accomplishaccomplish- ¬-

ments which the Grand CampCamp-

claims
Camp-

claimsclaims credit for . As the old-

est
oldold-¬.-

est politicallypoliti.cally. organized NativeNative-

group
Native-

groupgroup in Alaska , and perhapsperhaps-

inin the country , ANB has gainedgained-

the
gained-

thethe recognition of NativeNative-NativeAlas-- Alas-

kans
Alas-

kans
AlasAlas-¬-

kans as citizens . In 1924 , thethe-

brothers
the-

brothersbrothers won a victory forfor-

which
for-

whichwhich they had been push-
ing

push-
ing

pushpush-¬-

ing when Congress granted NaNa-

tives
Na-

tives
Na-Na¬-

tives the right to vote . TheyThey-
fought

They-
foughtfought for and won the inte-

gration
inte-

gration
inteinte-¬-

gration of public schools .

They lobbiedlobbiedandand finallyfinally-

won
finally-

wonwon an extension of work-

Continued

work-

Continued
work-work-.

(Continued on Page ElevenEleven )
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Robert Martin

ANBtofacefishinANBloANB'toANBto
'

face fishing battle ., subsistence
(Continued from Page Two )

men'smens' compensation laws toto-

cover
to-

covercover all ., The ANBAND takes cred1-

1
cred-

it
credcred-¬-

it11 for having won aid to child-

ren
child-

ren
childchild--¬-

ren , and senior citizens ; for-

having
forfor-

havmghavinghavmg brought the IRA gov-

ernments
gov-

ernments
govgov- ¬-

ernments to Alaska ,. the estab-

hshment
estab-

lishment
estabestab-¬-

lishmenthshment of Native hospitals ,,.

and for gettinggettmg an equal nghts-

law
rightsnghtsrights-

lawlaw passedpassedInin Alaska in10 19451945-

ThIS

1945-

ThisThis measure failed in the tern-

tonal
terri-

torial
territern-ternterri-¬-

torialtonal Legislature inm 1943 ,. butbut-

the
but-

thethe brothers continuedcontmued to workwork-

for
work-

forfor it and it passed mIn 1945 ""ItIt"It.-

s

"It-

is.is.ss tKeieAc best equalequalrightsrights law 1-
0any

in10in-

anyany state ,
" MartinMartm believesbehevesbelieves-

The

believes-

TheThe ANBANBalsoalso initiatedmlt.atedmltated. thethe-

Tlingit
the-

TlmgltTlmgitTlmgltTlingit and HaidaHalda Land ClaimsClaunsClauns-

SUit

Claims-

suitsuit which was settled mIn 1968I96H .,

"winning"InmngInmng $$7575S75 millionmllhon for thethe-

Thnglt
the-

TlingitTlmgitThngltTlingit and HaidaHalda people They-

set
TheyThey-

setset up a permanent fundfundwhichwhichwhich-

now
which-

nownow runs the Central CouncilCouncil-

of
Council-

ofof the TlmgitThngltTlingit and HaidaHalda tribestnbestribes-

NowNow , Martin feels the majormajor-

Issues
major-

issuesissues facing ,ANB4NB are thosethose-

wluch
those-

whichwhichwluch haunt Natives statewide-
the

statewidestatewide-
thethe subsistence fight , federfederalfedera-
lcutbacks

federa-
lcutbacks

:

cutbacks , and fisheriesfishenes battlesbattles-

MartinMartin also seess a need for-

unity
forfor-

umtyumtyunity among all Alaskalaska NativesNatives-

and
Natives-

andand would likehke to see more par-

ticipation
parpar-¬.-

ticipationtlclpallon inm the BrotherhoodBrotherhood-
and

Brotherhood-
andand the Sisterhood . ""WeWe have

campsnps inm Anchorage , KodiKodiak ,.and. ..JJ Copper Center ,." Martin-
notes

ManinMartmMartinMartm-
notesnotes '"'ThereThere"There is also a BarrowBarrow-
camp

Barrow-
campcampmp ,. although they have notnot-
been

not-
beenbeen: en here for nine years "
The ANBANBorigInallyoriginally Wa-
sformed

waswas-
formedformedformedInin Southeast AAlaska' "

,

and thisIhls is where its strength-
remaInS

strength-

remains
strength

remains There is a camp In-

virtually
in-

virtually
in

virtually every TlmgitThngttTlingit and Hai-

da
HaiHalHai- ¬'-

da village throughout the areaarea-
"We

area-
"We're

area-
"We""WeWe"We'reWere"'' re a real grass roots oror-

ganization
or-or¬.-

ganizationgamzatlon ., " Martin boastsboasts-
"Our

boasts-
"Our""OurOur village camps hold week-
ly

week-
ly

weekweek-¬-

ly meetings or sometimessomellmes bibi-

weekly
bi-

weekly
bi-bi¬-

weekly EverythingEverythmg goes back-
to

back-
to

back
to the people We act on IheIr-
Input

theirIheIrtheir-

inputinput The Grand Camp Presi-
dent

PresiPreslPresl-
dentdent and the other leadersleaders-

cannot
leaders-

cannotcannot do anything withoulwithoutwithout-
the

without-
thethe consent of the governed "

All members are required toto-

pay
to-

paypay S$ I122 dues annually ., andandareareare-

expected
are-

expectedexpected to give of their time-
and

tune-

and
timetune

and efforts as well Many fund-

raisers
fundfund-¬.-

raisers are held MartinMarhn beheves-

that
believesbehevesbelieves-

thatthat such requirements create aa-

commitment
a-

commitmentcommitment to the organiza-

tion
organizaorgamzaorganiza-¬.-

tionlion , andandasas a result ,. more-
work

more-
work

more
workworkISis done by .it.tt ANB IS-

growIng
isis-

growinggrowInging A year ago ., MartIn-

notes
MartinMartin-

notesnotesi that the Grand CampCamp-

membershIp
Camp-

membershipmembershIpmembershIpwasnbership was just under
2500- > vA ) This year ,. he says it .is.ssis-

closer
.-

sdosercloserdoser to 3000

""VV"YoungYoungoung people are finallyfinally-
taking

finally-
takmgtakingtakmg an interestmterest .

," MartinMarlin ex-

plainsas
ex-

plamsas
ex-

plamsas
ex-ex-

plainsasplamsas one reason for the-

growth
thethe-

growthgrowth . '"'TheyThey"They are evidentlyevidently-
beIng

evidently-
beingbeIng educated by Our campscamps-
Some

camps-

SomeSome camps are even starting-
junior

startmgstartingstartmg-
JumorjuniorJumor organizationsorgamzallons ., This is aa-

good
a-

goodgood sign WithoutWllhout the young-

people
young-

people
young

people , we wouldn'twouldnt ' have anyany-
future

any-
futurefuture "

As evidence of this growthgrowth-

and
growth-

andand risingnsIng interestmterest ., MarMartinMarlmMarlm-

notes
inin-

notesnotes that the conventionconvenllon heldheld-

thIS

held-

thisthis monthmonthInin KetchikanKetchlkan waswas-

the
was-

thethe largest and most enthus-

iastic
enthus-

taslIc
enthusenthus-¬-

iastictaslIc ofofanyany held during thethe-

past
the-

pastpast few yearsyears-

Marlln
years-

Martin
years-

MartinMartinMarlln also claimsclauns that the-

three
thethe-

threethree mammaIn NativeNallve organiza-

lions
organizaorgamzaorganiza-¬.-

tionslIons in Southeast Alaska areare-

workIng
are-

workingworking closer together nownow-

than
now-

thanthan inm the past '""SealaskaSealaska'Sealaska' ..,
the Central Council of thethe-

Tlingit
the-

TlmgtlTlmgitTlmgtlTlingit and HaidaHalda and thethe-

ANBANS
the-

ANBANSANB-ANSANBANSANBANSare-- are developingdevelopmg aa-

good
a-

goodgoodgoodworkIngworking relationshiprelallonshlp ,

where we come together as aa-

sIngle

a-

singlesingle unitumt after the samesame-

goals
same-

goalsgoals . Therefmre was a timetune nol-
long

notnolnot-

longlong ago when itII seemedseemed-

we
seemed-

wewe were going off inm three dif-

ferent
dif-

ferent
difdif--¬-

ferent directions ., "

Although MartinMartm does notnot-

lIke

not-

likelike the mannermannet inm which fed-fed-

eraeral[ cuts are bemgbeing unplementimplementunplement-
ed

implement-
eded ., sudden , w.thwthwith. no phase-InphaseInphaseIn-
penod

phasein-
period

-

penodperiod to allow for adJustmenladjustmentadJustmenl-
to

adjustment-
toto other systems he belIe'esbelIeesbelievesbelIe'es-
hIS

believes-

his
'

hIS people wIll sllllstill prevaIl ""WeWe"We-

feel

"We-

feelfeel II'sIIsit'sits' not gomggoing to hurlhurt usus-

too
us-

tootoo much ,:"' he maIntainSmaintains-

MuchMuch of the future de-

pends

de-

pends
de-de-

pends on what happens after
1991 , the year the 'II',Nativea lIve

corporationscorporallons lose the spspecia-
lprotections

specralspecialspecra-

lprotecllons
<

protectionsprotecllons they now have andand-

become
,

become susubjectbJect to taxes andand-

when
and-

whenwhen shareholders will be ableable-

to
able-

toto sell theirtheu stocks to anyone ,

including non-NativesnonNativesnon-Nat.vesnonNat.vesNat.vesNatves- . ""WeWe WIll-

be
willwill-

bebe talkingtalkmg more about this In-

the
inin-

theihothe rfefuture, , , . ,
,
." Martin notes '""WeWe'We"We-

will ''We-

willwillwillstwillstressststressressss that shareholders-
should

shareholders-
should

shareholders
should hang onto their stockstock-

no
stock-

nono matte-mattemattewhat- what ' "

Martin IS adamant on sub-

sisteniR
subsub-.-

slStensistencesisteniR. rights """WeWe"YeYe, have alal-

ways
al-al¬.-

ways had our rightsnghts as sub-

SIstence

sub-

sistence
subsub-¬-

sistence users sincesmce limelunetime irnuntintin-

memorial
un-

memorIdlmemorialmemorIdlmemorIdle\Ve\\eeWe, feel there hae-
been

hale-

been
haveha\ehaehale\

been compromises along the-

was
the-

wn
the

wa\wawnwaswaand:\ ., and some ofofourour nghts-

have
rightsnghtsrights-

havehave been weaweakenedened We cancan- 'tca- ntcan'th- untcan'tcant' !

hunt out otof season We can'lt-
d

can'ttak-
e

can'lcanlcan'tcant'
tdtakee ''tootoo'tonton much ' game Tradi-

tionally
TradlTradiTradlI-

IlJOallIIlJOalltionallytionallywe} ""eewee 1halhavee< been conser-

sationists
conserconser-.-

'vatiomsts'atlonlStsatlonlStssationists We would never dede-

plete
de-

pleteplete Ja stream ,. because wewe-

knowknownow the fish wouldn'twouldnt ' corrcomecome-

bJck
come-

backbJckback There wdlwill be no moremotemore-

compromIse
mote-

compromise ' "compromIse

Martin also opposes thethe-

closure
the-

elosureclosureelosure of Mount EdgecumbeEdgecumbe-
High

Edgecumbe-
HighHigh School ""ManyMany of out-
leaders

our-

leaders
ourout

leaders have been introducedmtroducedmtroduced-
to

introduced-
toto thethe-theAI'BANS"- ANB-ANSANBANSAI'B-ANSAI'BAIB' - through Mt-

Edgecumbe
Mt-

Edgecumbe
Mt

Edgecumbe: umbe ,.:"' MartinMartto explains


