
ANS focuses on human side

By BILL HESSHESS-
Tundra

HESS-
Tundra

HESS-
TundraTundra Times StaffStaff-

The
Staff-

The
Staff-

TheThe women of the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative Sisterhood ((ANSANS) areare-

committed
are-

committedcommitted to the human inter-

est
inter-

est
interinter-¬-

est side of life , says EmmaEmma-

Widmark
Emma-

Widmark. Widmark , pledging that as ANSANS-

GrandGrandGrald) Camp President , she willwill-

look
will-

looklook to the well-beingwellbeing- ofof-

children
of-

childrenchildren , elders , and students .

Widmark was electelecte'delected'd to herher-

second
her-

secondsecond one-yearoneyear- term as thethe-

leader
the-

leaderleader of the Sisterhood duringduring-

the
during-

thethe 69th Annual ConventionConvention-
held

Convention-
heldheld earlier this month inin-

Ketchikan
in-

KetchikanKetchikan .

""TraditionallyTraditionally , the women

are the keepers of the househouse,;"'
Widmark explainsexplainexplaing , ""ourour tradi-

tional
tradi-

tional
traditradi-¬-

tional responsibility is to raiseraise-

funds
raise-

fundsfunds so that the Grand CampCamp-

can
Camp-

cancan function . " Widmark notesnotes-

that
notes-

thatthat \%vhrn,'hpn'henhen the Alaska NativeNative-

Brotherhooa
Native-

BrotherhooaBrotherhoodBrotherhooa (ANB) was oror-

ganized
or-or¬.-

ganized in 1912 , there waswas-

no
was-

nono group for the women toto-

serve

to-

serveserve in .

It wasn'twasnt' long before the-

ANB
the-

ANB
the

ANB realized that without thethe-

women

the-

womenwomen , they were only operat-

ing
operatoperat- ¬.-

ing at half strength , and-

thus
and-

thus
and

thus they invited them to formform-

aa sisterhood . ""NowNow , we looklook-

Continued
look-

Continued
look-

Continued(Continued on Page Six)
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WidWidmarkmark greets supporter ., PHOTO BY BILL HESS

Children , grandparents of concern to ANS
I, ( ''nl"udnludintmued, " , Imfrom", PdgePage Two )

J, '* c, the hunlJnhuman Interest Sideside-

lit111lit '.-I-drnar\IdrnarWtdmarkIdrnarsays, \. says """atat"at-
II .", ,i-LieiLie,- ''ItIt" , ""hlhhlhwhich"hlhwillwhichwill, will affei.t-

t

affetaffei.taffeit!.
t", a. ,. ..1111an iIflies, " , andandJandasJas' Indl.dIndldrndividIndl.d-
III

rndivid-

tls

.
IIItls,

tlsOn
OilOn ', .,.1JJor1JJortajor concern on

...htchhtch1\1h11h\ , ,theh , .""SS.ANSANS IS focusmgfocusing ISIS-

h

is-

the,theh < IndJIIIndian] ChIld Welfare ActAct-

We"We" ""JnlJnlwant people to reallyreally-

hecinte"hecinte< L"I11LI11," < J"areJareaware" of Ihethe mtentintent ofof-

the
of-

thethe JactJldmJr, ' \\\ldmJr\ldmJrWtdmarkldmJrexplains\. explains '""itit"it-

returns
1111-

reIreIreturnsurn , the ""mtrolmtrolcontrol"mtrolofcontrolofof thethe-

plJemen
the-

placementplJemenplacement, ' 01of01nurofournurour ,hldrenchildren, 10toto-

us,us, In the paslpast Wdmar-
nn'e

Wdmar\WdmarWidmarkWidmark-

notes

, \.
nn'ennenotes' ; IhJIthat non ''dl"edleNative" organic-
a'airs

organl7aorganica
''airsairs, ""nn , Jndand sldtestate go.ernmentsgoernmentsgovernmentsgo.ernments-
h.le

governments-
hale

.
h.l\eh.leh.lhlehale.\ hJdhid Ipotoo muchmuchcontrol,control-

ise

ontrolcontrol
'ise'CC'' ,theh , pl.LplLplacement. < men ' of '1at.e1ateNative1at.eh-
ildren

Native-

children
.

,hildrenchildren
hildrenhurhes

( hurheshurefies, ""ouldouldwouldwouldcome,comeorne andand-

ICI11'e

and-

retnneICI11'eICI11eretnne," ' ollrour ,hlldrenchildren ,shehe eses-

pl

es-

plainplplain.,"', ' 'TheThe'TheoTheo', would use phraphra-

s,< s, ,thath . , Jreare ,dealideal sound"gsoundgsoundingsound"g-
"h

sounding-

When

,"
""hhWhen< n people ,startIMI tdlklngtalking

about dOing good for our chIldchIld-

ren
child-

renren our people would do itIt.,

e.eneeneven. Ififit11it breaks their hearts '

But It does not work ItItISISI-
Sbetter

is-

betterbetter to keep the chldrenchildren, in-

the
minm-

thethe famllfamilyfamily-

"For
}

""ForFor us , OUr Identity IS soso-

IITlportant
so-

importantIITlportantimportant Even If people areare-

kind
are-

kmdkmdkindkmdandkindandand lovmgloving , they can- 'tca- ntcan'tgi- vetan- 'ttan- ttan'tgI- ve'

gIve that Identttyidentity unless theythey-

are
they-

areare tflb.1tflb1tribal. members "

Wldmarl-WldmarlWidmarkWldmarlsaysWidmarksays- says that the ANSANSI-

SIS helping In the search for NaNa-

tive
Na-Na.-

tl.etletive. foster homes for NatIveNatIve-

hlldren
Native-

chddren,hlldrenchddren '""II"Iwouldwould encourageencourage-
people

encourage-
peoplepeople who are mterestedinterested in-

adoption
minm-

adopllonadopllonadoption to see about becom-

ing

becombecom-.-

mging ehglbleeligible " WdmarkWidmarkWdmarksaysWidmarksays, says ,.

prompromisingISmg the asSistance ofof-

A'IS
of-

ANSA'ISAISANSA'ISwhere.erANSwherever' where.erwhereerwherever. possIblepossIble-

Semors
possible-

SeniorsSemorsSeniors are another majormajor-
ANS

major-
ANSANS concern ""WeWe want ourour-

children
our-

chlldr.enchlldr.enchlldrenchildren. to have grandparents .,
"

she explamsexplains ""WeWe must keepkeep-

our
keep-

ourour elders wIth us It'sIts' the love

and the education that grand-

parents
grand-

parents
grand-grand-

parents can provide , whIch ISIS-

so

is-

soso IITlportantImportantml to our childrenchildren-

It's
children-

It'sIt'sIts' unportantimportantportant to help themthem-

to
them-

toto learn. .to careare >, to jovelo.eloelove. , to (bebe-

forgIVIng

be-

forgiving

, ee-

andparentsforgIVIng , andparentsgrandparents teachteach-

them
teach-

themthem the essencesence of lifehfe ToTo-

me
To-

meme , they are essential "

Yet , children can be wIth-

theu
withwith-

theirtheirtheu grandparents only if thethe-

elders
the-

elderselders can have their ownown-

needs
own-

needsneeds met in their own com-

mUnll1es
com-

munities
comcom-¬-

munitiesmUnll1es '""TheyThey'They have needsneeds-

for
needs-

forfor safe housing ,
" WidiWidmark-

emphasizes
WldmarkWidmarkWldmark-

emphasIZesemphasIZesichasizes ., ""forfor nutritionnutflllonnutrition-
alth

, andand-

for
and-

forfor good healthalth care Often ,

there areic very simplesunple thin-

ley
thin-thinthingsthings-

whIch
things-

which

- ¬

whIch theyley can'tcant' afford ThinThings-

that
ThmgsThingsThmgs-

thatthat many people would hardlyhardly-

think
hardly-

thmkthinkthmk about Things likehke hear-

ing
hearhear-¬.-

ingmg aids , false teeth , eyeglasseseyeglasses-

They
eyeglasses-

TheyThey need to have exerCIse-
programs

exerciseexercise-
programsprograms which do not over-

exert
over-

exert
overover-¬-

exert them , yet which keepkeep-

them
keep-

themthem fitfit-

In

fit-

In

fit-

InIn Southeast Alaska , wherewhere-

most
where-

mostmost of the strength of ANB-

ANS
ANB-

ANS
ANB-ANB -.

ANS is located ., WidmarkWldmark sayssays-

that
says-

thatthat some NativeNallve elders residereside-

m

reside-

ininm the Pioneer Home inm SitkaSltkaSitka-

and
Sltka-

andand many liveh.ehe. in substandardsubstandard-
housing

substandard-
housinghousing throughoutthroughout the difdlfdif--dif-

ferent
¬.

ferentferentvillages.villages.lIageslIagesvillages-

"As
villages-

"As
.lIage-

s"As""AsAs a people , we know wewe-

need
we-

needneed them around We do notnot-

perceive
not-

perceiveperceive outour elders likehke thethe-

dominant
the-

dominantdominant SO<.society.letylety does ,
"" WidWid-

mark
Wid-

markmarkmarkclaimsclaimsdalITls

Education is aa isacrificesacrifice-

which
sacrifice-

whichwhich WidmarkWldmark says her peoplepeople-

ha.e
people-

haveha.ehaehaveive. always been wwillinghng toto-

make
to-

makemake Besides speakmgspeaking to thethe-

young
the-

youngyoung and encouragingencouragmg thethemthem-

to
them-

toto obtainobtam as much education-
as

education
as possible , the Grand CampCamp-

has
Camp-

hashas a scholarship fund to helphelp-

young
help-

youngyoung Native Alaskans in-

search
m-

search
inm

search of higher educatIon-
Although

education-
Although

education
Although the scholarshipsscholanhlps cancan-

be
can-

bebe given to any Native Alaskan .,

WidmarkWldmarkWldmarksaysWidmarksayssays they usually gogo-

to
go-

toloto young members of the ANB-

ANS
ANB-ANB -.

ANS ""ItIt is usually a smallsmall-

a

small-

accountaaccountount ,. likehke book money ,

maybe $SI5150I 50 dollars .,
" sayssays-

Wldmdr
says-

WtdmarkWidmjrkWldmdrWtdmark ., notingnotmg that thethe-

awards
the-

dwardsjwardsdwardsawards do vary inIA size depend-

Ing

depend-

ing

dependdepend- ¬-

ing on the number of appli-

cants
appliapphappli-¬.-

cants and the available funds .

WidmarkWldmarkWrdmark detects a renewed

..naicuvjsnaicuvjsawareness of the young people-

toward
people-

toward
people

toward the Grand CampCamp-

"Once
Camp-

"Once"""OnceOnce youou pique their interestmterest ,

they seemm to be prettypr-ettypretty- excited-
We

excited-
We

excitedexcited-
eWee have many junior members-

here
members-

here
members

.here.. re ( at the conventionconventton ) , andand-

they
and-

theythey arere takingtakmg it pretty ser-

iously
serser- ¬.-

iouslylously They are aa-

eking
aggressIVelyaggressIVely-

seeking
aggressively-

seekingseekingeking to II-

g

learnlearn-learnlearnthey:-, they are askask-

ing
ask-ask.-

mgingg questioiquestions _ , and assISting onon-

the
on-

the
.

the floor .,

""WeWe have rmuch- to- be proudproud-

of
proud-

of
JJ-

ofof inm our ororganIZatIon[ I feelfeel-

most
feel-

mostmost young people do nol-

really
notnolnot-

reallyreally have a knowledge ofofourourour-

fantasIJc
our-

fantasticfantasticfantasIJc history We have andnindn-

mcredlble
in-

incredibleincrediblemcredlble record yet there is"is-

nothingnnothing!lIng taught about us in ihethethe-

schools
the-

schoolsschools It is incredible that anan-

organization
an-

organt7aIJonorganisationorgant7aIJonorganization such as this whichwhlclwhich-

has
]

has such accolnphshments-
should

accomplishmentsaccolnphshmentsaccomplishments-
shouldshould be .ignored.gnoredgnored ".


