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The oceanocean is all-importantallimportantall-importanftoallimportanftoall-important-toimportantto-
-

to us
To the EditorEditor-

Between
Editor-

Between
Editor-

BetweenBetween Oct.. 5 through 8 ,

1981 ,. the BLM-OCSBLMOCSBLM.oCSBLMoCS-. held pub-

he
pub-pub-.'

hehclic hearingshearmgs in10 Nome , SavoonSavoon-
ga

Savoon-
gaga ., Emmongaklongak , Unalakleet ,,

KothkKotlikKothkandKotlikandandd Bethel then hold-

ing
holdhold-¬.-

ing109 the finalfmal hearinghearmg in Anchor-

age
AnchorAnchor-¬.-

age . This hearingheanog concerned thethe-

proposed
the-

proposedproposedj _saleje Of faethe NortonNorton-
Basin

Norton-
Basm

Norton-
suiBasmBasinsui iuifor uif-shoreuifshoreoff-shoreoffoffshore-- oil develop-

nt
develop-

ment
develop-developdevelop-

ment
--

ment:nt .

As a citizen and residentresident-

of
resident-

ofof the area , I support thethe-

State
the-

StateState of Alaska in delayingdelaymgdelaying-

the
delaymg-

thethe sale of the proposed area .

AsAI an EskimoEskuno ,. I support thethe-

alternative
the-

alternativealternative - NO SALE . WithWith-

the
With-

thethe recognized national needneed-

of
need-

ofofofoiloil ,. I see that the need dicdic-

tates
dic-dic¬'-

tates the situation . As aaNaNa-

tive
NaNa- ¬.-

tive ,. I recognize the depen-
dency

dependepen-¬.-
dency of the people on thethe-

ocean
the-

oceanocean for its traditional way ofof-

hfe
of-

lifelifehfe .

In our Native dialect , Eski-

mo
EskiEsklEski- ¬.-

mo meansss-

tr

""realreal people . " WeWe-

tire: :
iretire r:proud t-

r
to be Eskimo . OurOur-

wayway of lifeUfe is mainly subsis-

tence
subS1S-

tence
subsissubS1S-subS1Ssubsis--¬-

tence from the ocean . If thethe-
Jil

the-
ailoilJilail people damage the ocean ,
t will break the chaincham we live-

torn
lIve-

'rom
live

"'"romrom'romtorn .
In the Draft Statement ,. aa-

1umber
a-

Lumberlumber1umber ofofchainschains are apparentapparent-
rut

apparent-
ut)jutrutut not necessarily drawn ououtout-

o
tt-

aoa be apparent . AsAIAIaa personperson-
Nlth

person-
with,wthNlthwith aI limited amountamounl of eded-

aatlon
ed-

tion
ed-ed-.

---tiontionleationaatlon- , IIcanccan recognize thatthat-
should

that-
should

* -
should one Imklink of that chamchaincham-
be

chain-
bebe affected dramatically , thatthat-
the

that-
thethe restt of the chaincham also wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe dramatically affected . EachEach-

spnng
Each-

springspringspnng and fall , the migrationmigration-
habits

migration-
habitshabits of the many listed ani-
mals

ani-

segment

ani-aniam-.
mals become very apparent asas-

we
as-

wewe watch the thousands of am-

mals
ani-

mals
am-amani-ani-

mals pass The faetfact that thISthIS-

segment
this-

segmentsegment of the ococean IS oneone-

of
one-

ofof the maiormaformajor migration pathspaths-
that

paths-
thatthat salmon , hernngherring , seals ,

birdsbirds,, walrus , and whales use ISIS-

a
is-

aa fact that the people have got-
ten

gotgot-¬.-
ten used to and for grant-
ed

grantgrant-grant¬.-

ed Any adverse effects by anan-

all
an-

oiloilall spill certainlycertamly would changechange-

that
change-

thatthat
thatBeingthatBemg

BeingBemg a vital part of thisthis-

chain
this-

chamchaincham ,. the ocean is the homehome-

of
home-

ofof this chaincham that our cultureculture-

stems
culture-

stemsstems from . If this chaincham werewere-

to
were-

toto be broken by a major 01-
1spill

oil011oil-

spillspill , the government will find-

many
findfind-

manymany of us dependentdependent on It-

Bemg
itit-

Being
it-

BeingBeingBemg dependent on welfarewelfare-

would
welfare-

wouldwould take the pridepnde fromfrom-

our
from-

ourour people First , they wouldwould-

take
would-

taketake the oil011 ,. then our subsis-

tence
subsissubslssubsis- ¬,-

tence lifehfe , and lastlasl would be

our pridepnde Our cultural hentaae-
would

hentaghentaaeheritageheritage-
wouldwould die should this happen .

Our future generations wouldwould-
never

would-
neverenjoyableEskunoenjoyableEskimonever find out how enjoyable
EskimoEskuno foods are . Like poipot IS-

to
isis-

toto HawanansHawaiians , so is seal oil011 toto-

us
to-

usus... We must prevent this chaincll1nncll1nn-
from

chain-
fromfrom breakingbreakmgbreaking-

We
breaking-

We
breakmg-

WeWe ,. as a Native people ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska , are concerned thatthat-
this

that-
thisthis proposed sale carriescarnes thethe-
possibility

the-
possibilitypossibility ofofchangmgofchangingchangingchangmg our-
traditional

OU-
rtraditIOnal

our
traditional way of lifehfe . TheThe-

ocean
The-

oceanocean is our concern . It is more-
than

moremore-
thanthan our concern , it is our wayway-
of

way-
ofof lifehfe . With this concern in-

mind
1-

0mmd
in10

mindmmd , we question the oil com-
panies

comcom-¬.-
paniespaniesabilityability to drill offshoreoffshore-
WithOUt

offshore-
withoutwithout adversely affectingaffectmg Ihe-

envITonment
theIhethe-

environmentenvironmentenvITonment .

We doubt that there isIssufsuf-
ficient

suf-
ficient

sufsuf-¬-
ficient technology to10 drilldrilloffoff-
shore

off-
shore

offoff-¬-
shore where ice up to six feetfeett-
hlCle

feet-
thickthickthlClethlCleour( our observation - twotwo-
feet

two-
feetfeet , statement'sstatements ' observation )

is beingbeingmovedmoved bybywindswmdswinds and-
tides

andand-
tidestides that 011oil companies havehave-
yet

have-
yetyet to drill min. AIAs Ia NatIVe ofof-
the

of-
thethe Ireaarea , we recollizerecognize{ that thethe-

ocean
the-

oceanocean forces are not (10too bebe-

ruted
be-

trusted!$trustedruted . We tend to believe ourour-
eyes

our-
eyeseyeses rather than the eyes of thethe-
satellite

the-
satellite_satellite_ tellite .

Until the oil companies cancan-
find

can-
findfind a safe , effective way to-

drill
toto-

drilldrill without hurting the envirepvir-
onment

epvlr-
onment

epvlr-epvlrepvir-epvir¬-
onmentproposalfiled,. we wantwanl this proposal
filed for the fufutureture generationsgenerations-
toto decidedectde . It 13ISu our option toto-
educate

to-
educateeducate our children and pre-
pare

prepre-.-
pare them for the unpactimpact thisthis-
project

this-
projectproject will bringbnog .

We are the people aI imajormajor-
oiloil011011spilloilspillspillspillwillwillwillaffectaffect and for thatthat-
reason

that-
reasonreason , we must try to stop or
delayordelaythis proposal.. It willwill-
hurt

will-
hurthurt our life-stylelifestylehfe-stylehfe-- in10 the worstworst-
possible

worst-
possibleEskuno'sdietpossible way . The Eskimo'sEskimosEskuno'sEskunos''
diet would declinedechne rapidly ,
goinggomg from richnch to poor TheThe-
ocean

The-
oceanocean provides much of the
foodthefoodthatthaI a majoritymaJonty of thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople cannotcannol afford due toto-
the

to-
thethe high prices We are a heal-
thy

healheal-¬.-keepourthy breed as long as we keepkeep-
Ourour diet and preventprevenl a demand-
109

demanddemand-¬-.
ing109 society from damagingdamagmg the-
home

thethe-
homehome of the animalsanunals that makemake-
up

make-
upup the environmental chaincham wewe-

so
we-

soso depend onon-
With

on-
With

on-
WithWith our concern for ourour-

Iradltlonal
our-

traditionaltraditionalIradltlonal way of life ,. we are-
concerned

areare-
concernedconcerned that InteriorIntenor Secre-
tary

SecreSecre-¬.-
tary James Watt has accel-
erated

accelaccel-¬.-
eraeratedtPd the oil011011andoilandand gas salesalebeyondbeyond our abilityablhty to opposeopposethethe sale democratically . WithWith-
thIS

With-
thisthis acceleratedacceleralpdacceleralpdoaceacceleratedDaceoaceDace , we recog-recog-.

'
nlZeninece that there is a need for-

the
for-

the
for

theme AmericanAmencan public to10 become-

aware
becomebecome-

awareaware of this segment of ocean-

thaI
ocean-

that
ocean

thatthaI the Native people of Alas-
ka

AlasAlas- ¬.-
ka dependdeppnddeppndondependonon so much . The-

publicity
TheThe-

publIcitypublicity given this sale hashas-

been
has-

beenbeen very poor due to10 the-

accelerated
the-

accelerated
the

accelerated pace that the pro-
posed

propro-pro¬.-

posed sale has been given .
We , as a Native people areare-

not
are-

notnot familiar with the busmess-

of
businessbusmessbusiness-

ofof publicitypubhctty so there is a rec-

ognized
recrec-

ognIZed
rec-rec¬-

ognized need of help from-

people
from-

people
from

people who are professIOnals-

at
professionals

at it . It would be nicemce to havehave-
Walter

have-
WalterWalter Cronkite on the side-

of
sideside-

ofof the Native people who areare-
so

are-
soso dependent on the ocean-
for

oceanocean-
forfor livinglivmg . We feel as though we-

are
we-

are
we

are a part of the ocean he-

speaks
he-

speaks
he

speaksspeaksofof..
If WalterWaller CronkiteCronlelte and the-

American
the-

American
the

American public were to bebe-

aware
be-

awareaware of how importantbnportant the-

ocean
thethe-

oceanocean bis to uslIS and how our-

lives
ourl-

IVes
our

lives as a Native people have-

changed
havehave-

changedchanged ''toto'soso dramatically perper-per¬.-
hapsperhapshe ,. himself would be aa-

leading
a-

leadmgleadingleadmg spokesman againstagainsl anyInyIny-
oil

any-
oiloil developmentdevelopmen t In an areaarea-

soso10 importantimpgrtanlloto to10 many spec-
ies

specspec-¬.-
ies of animals .

The Native people SO50 yearsyeanyean-
ago

years-
agoago diddill not have electricityelectnclty: ,
police , airplanesauplanes , telephones ,

inowmachinessnowmachmessnowmachines ,. ""runningrunning"runnmgrunnmg " wa-

ter
wawa-

ter
wa-wa¬-

ter , trucks ,. motors ,. etc . We-

were
WeWe-

werewere still in tnan age where wewe-

depended
we-

dependeddepended on physicalphySICIIlaborlabor 10-

survive
to10to-

survivesurvive ..

Our culture has changedchanged-
with

changed-
withwith theIhe introduction of all the-

above
the-

above
the

above itemsilems plus we were notnot-
bothered

not-
botheredbothered by the problems of-

welfare
ofof-

welfarewelfare , unemunemploymentploym en I , alco-
holism

alco-
holism

alcoalco-¬-
holism , drugs , crime ,. socialsocIa-

lcompetition
socia-

lcompetitioncompetition and business cor-

ruption
cor-

ruption
corcor-cor-cor¬-

ruption , sincesmce we were not a-

moneyol
a-

moneyoriented
a

moneyolmoney-orientedmoneyoriented-() ented society .

We are a people who areare-

stili
are-

stillstillstili learningleammgteaming the lifehfe stylestyle-

thaI

style-

thatthatthaI has been introducedmtroduced to usus-

inin10 the last 50SO years . YourYour-

commercial
Your-

commercialcommercial about oceansoceans-

prompted
oceans-

promptedprompted us to10 write aboutabout-

our
about-

ourour need for publicity againstagamstagainst-
the

agamst-

thethe oil companiescomparuescoinparues who have the-

money
thethe-

moneymoney to tell the publicpubhc dif-

ferent
difdlfdif-¬.-

ferent..

If you can helphelpusus in10 ananyany-
way

any-
way

'
way ,. it will be greatly aapap-

preciated
ap-ap[ '-

predatedpreClatedpreciated by all the NativeNatIvesNatives-

inin10 ""thethe last frontier " and thethe-

envfonmental
the-

environmentalenvironmentalenv/fonmentalenvfonmental/ conservaticonservationastsconservationistsconservationists-
inin10 the UnitedUnated StatesStates-

Sincerely

States-

SincerelySincerelySmcerely ,

JeanieJeanae KoutchakKoutchale andand-
Isaiah

and-
IsaiahIsaiah Towarak


