Venetie casedismissed

The Associated Press

FAIRBANKS — Ruling that
the state failed to protect the
needs of subsistence hunters as
required by law, a District
Court judge has dismissed
charges against a Venetie man
accused of possessing an illegal-
ly 1aken caribou last year.

But the chairman of the
Alaska Board of Game, John
Eltwtly, said Tuudw that

Judge Stephen Cline misinter-
preted the law. Shively said

he hopes the state will appeal
the decision.

Jimmy Roberts was charged
May 11, 1982, after M-ﬁlﬂ-
ka State Troopers .and
and Wildlife Protection
found freshly killed .caribou
parts in a meat house near his

residence, The caribou huntin
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speak meaningfully to the per-
son in the bush who is a subsis-
tence user. Nowhere . . . does
it tell a person how to go
about exercising his right to
subsistence game.”

“As far as I'm concemed,
that is a total misconstruction
of both the law and the regula-
tions,” said Shively, a vice pres-

ident of NANA Regional
the Kotzebue based regional
Native mlggntinn.
“The board's feeling has
been that where you have a re-
source, and the resource is very
healthy, and it's taken primari-
I::E'mbﬂnm users — which
case with the Porcupine

herd (the herd hunted in the
Venetie area) — then the regu-
lations do speak to what a

Game Management Unit 20B.
Cline ruled the closure of hunt-
ing in the area failed to protect
the needs of subsistence hunt-
ers like Ketzler.

The state is appealing the
Ketzler ruling.



