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tional1Ional center owned by ChevakLbevak Company Lor-
poratlOn

Cor-
poration

CorLor-LorCor-¬-
porationporatlOn , also hardware store , a traditional-
council

traditionaltraditional-
councIlcouncil buildingbuIldmg , village council building and-
AVEC

andand-
AAAVECVEC generators .

People inm the village mostly are subsistencesubsistence-
hunters

subsistence-
huntershunters , fishermen and trappers . ThisTIus year thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople hardly got dneddined ssalmon1mons1mon for winter-
food

winterwinter-
foodfood , whichwluchwhichmostmost peoplepeorle depend on . Food isis-

scarce
is-

scarcescarce thustlusthis year because of the flood we had in-

the
inin-

thethe late fall of 1979 . Some families diet on-

blackfish
on

blackfishlackfish andandwhitefishwhitefish StillMill othersotherswhoothers-whootherswho--whowho areare-

unable
are-

unableunable to subsist successfully , buy canned food-
and

foodfood-
andand once inm a while treshfresh produce from thethe-
store

the-
storestore BebeveHeheveBelieve me , some people are hungryhungry-
nght

hungry-
rightrightnght here in1 the village , and maybe in other vil-

lages
vilvil-

lages
vil-vil¬-

lages tootoo-
Our

too-
Our

too-
OurOur airport is greatly depended on by thethe-

whole
the-

wholewhole communitycommumty ofofourour village . Since we

don'tdont' have enough meat , fresh produceprodueeproduee-
canned

produce-
cannedcanned goods , the people need a good airportairport-

which
airport-

whichwhich they can rely on through the fall andand-
winter

and-
winterwinter into spring and summer . Sometimes thethe-
airport

the-
airportairport is closed for weeks during the fallfan andand-
in

and-
inin springsprung , because its poor construction resultsresults-
in

results-
inin erosion and softening due to springspnng thaw .

With approximately five hundred people , thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage members are constantly going to hospi-
tals

hospihospi-hospi-
tals

-¬-
tals for various clinics , check-upscheckups-- and otherother-
medical

other-
medicalmedical emergencies . Others go to meetingsmeetings-
and

meetings-
andand training.. Every single day , weather permit-
ting

permit-
ting

permitpermit-¬-
ting , we have a plane land here . The people-
therefore

peoplepeople-
thereforetherefore depdependnd on the airport for their ownown-
livlihood

own-
livlihoodlivlihood .

Thelbe U.SUS. . Mail depends on our airport threethree-
to

three-
toto tour times a week , weather permitting , o-

therwise
o-

therwise
0t-

herwise
o-o0-0--

therwise , if the checks and the money for thethe-
people

the-
peoplepeople do not come in , the houses of these

people will be cold aridand sickness would resu1result,;
also without money a lot of children will bebe-

hungry
be-

hungryhungry . SinceSmce a lot otof foods are expensive o-

ther
o-

ther
o-

ther
o-o--

ther families depend on mail services for foodfood-

ordeJ
food-

ordefordeJorderordef;? and otherther important
.

goods
. for theirtheir-

family
their-

familyfamily needs ..

Our airport is constructed with a mixturemilrture of-
sand

ofof-
sandsand and mud and nothing else . It is dangerdanger-danger-
ous

-¬.

ous , becausebecause-oibecauseoi'-'ofof'oToT' its condition,, and alsoaJso the (:On-
struction

con-
struction

conOn-Oncon-¬-

struction . For this day of age , its more of a-

primitive
aa-

primitiveprimitive typetype of airport . Another word , nono-
technology

no-
technologytechnology isu involved , for example : lightinglighting-
and

lighting-
andand pavement .

Last year , we were hurt , saddened and filled-
with

filled-
with

filled
with lonliness10n1iness in the time of rejoicing , laughinglaughing-
and

laughing-
andand exchanging of gifts - ChristmasOuistmas Season --
when a charter plane carrying students from St ..
Mary'sMarys' high school came home for ChristmasCuistmasChristmas-
crashed

Cuistmas-
crashedcrashed several hundrMhundredhundred feet from the airport ..

Two girls killed and five o-

thers
o-

thers
o-

thers
o-o-

thers including the pilot-
were

pilotpilot-

werewere hospitalized , one girlgirt isis-

now
is-

nownow paralizedpara1izedpanelized .

In memory of the tragetrage-¬-
dytragedy, Wayne 1-1F-K1Hill. Hill , storestore-
manager

store-
managermanagermanager called for volun-
teers

volunvolun-volun-
teers

¬-
teers to clear the airport on-

December
onon-

DecemberDecember of 1979 . OverOver-
sixty

Over-
sixtysixty people came andand-
helped

and-
helpedhelped clear the airport
despiteairportdespitethe storm we had .
The temperature was below-
zero

belowbelow-
zerozero with blowing snow andand-
winds

and-
windswinds of about thirty toto-

forty
to-

fortyforty miles per hour .. ItsIts-

beautiful
Its-

beautifulbeautiful to see people stillstill-
concerned

still-
concernedconcerned for their fellow-
human

fellow-
human

tellowfellow
human beings in times ofof-
need

of-
needneed . IhisIbis is truely the EsEs-

kimo
Es-

kimo
Es-Es¬-

kimo tradition : people helhel-
ping

hel-
ping

hel-hel¬-
ping one another . There hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen other times when volvol-

unteers
vol-

unteers
vol-vol¬-

unteers were calledca11ed to clear

the airport and people still-
came

stillstill-
camecame . OjirOprOlir one caterpillarcaterpillar-
isis no use broken . SeveralSeveral-
times

Several-
timestimes men come here to fix-

it
fixrlXrlX-

itit , but it breaks after a few-

hours
fewfew-

hourshours of use .

How long must we waitwait-
for

wait-
forfor our airport to be Te-

paired
reTe-Tere-rere-

paired
¬-

paired and reconstruct itit-

with
it-

withwith safety devices ? WhenWhen-
the

When-
thethe rural villages ask forfor-
anything

for-
anythinganything from the state ,

how long must we wait ?

Where are our so called rere-

presentatives
re-re-re-

presentatives
¬-

presentatives and senatorssenators-
of

senators-
ofof Alaska ? How cbme whenwhen-
bigger

when-
biggerbigger cities ask for thingsthings-
they

things-
theythey get what they wantwaptwapt-
right

want-
rightright away even they are-

expensive
areare-

expensiveexpensive ? We , ththe peoplepeople-
of

people-
ofof this village feelftel that wewe-

are
we-

areare among the ForgottenForgotten-
People

Forgotten-
PeoplePeople of this Modem-
World

ModernModemModem-
WorldWorld .


