
Indian Leaders meet with IranimlIranian '

( WashingtonWashmgton , D.CDC. ) - The National CongressCongress-
ofof AmericanAmencan IndiansIndl3ns (NCAINCAI)) ,. meetingmeetmg in ExecExec-
cutIve

Exec-
cutivecutive CouncilCounctl sessions here last week heardheard-
Sasson

heard-
SassonSasson Ardalan ,. a representative of the IranianIranian-
government

Iranian-
governmentgovernment state that , contrary to some rere-
ports

re-
ports

re-re¬-

ports , the hostages beingbemg held by militantmllJtant Iran-
Ian

Iran-
ian

IranIran-¬-
ian students in Teheran are beingberng treated well .
-FrederickF-redenckFredenck Kupke ,. a member of the Kiowa-
Tribe

KiowaKiowa-
TnbeTnbeTribe of Oklahoma , is among the hostages .speaktoSassan Ardalan was invited by NCAI to speak
to the group followingfollowmg passage of a resolutIOn-
on

resolution
on January 22 expressingexpressmg deep concern over-
the

overover-
thethe present crisiscnsls inm Iran The organization hashas-
offered

has-
offeredoffered to actaet as a mediator/communicatormediatorcommunicatormedl3tor/eommumcatormedl3toreommumcator/ bebe-
t

be-

t'cen
be-be¬-

ttweent'centcen"'µ cen the UnitedUmted States and the
.

IranianIraman gov-
ernment

gov-
ernment

govgov-¬-

ernment

.
Edward Driving Hawk , President of NCAI ,

saidsaJd ththat>tt the matter was taken up by the organorgan-¬-
izationorganizationbecause {)off the activity and ""antiAmeri-
can

"anti-Ameri"antiantiAmeri"anti-Ameri-- ¬-
can " statements being made by John Thomas ,TreatyCouncila representative of the American Indian Treaty
Council.. He noted such statements werewerewerecauscaus-
ing

caus-
ing

causcaus-¬-
ing anger among both Indians and non-IndiansnonIndiansnon-Ind13nsInd13ns- .

Thomas ' organization is described as oneone-
which

one-
whichwhich has no general Indian constituency byby-

the
by-

thethe NCAI... NCAI has expressed concern that aa-

popular
a-

popularpopular unimpressionpression is that his views are repre-
sentatIve

repre-
sentative

reprerepre-¬-
sentative of American Indians .

""InIn spite ofofoverover 200 years of problems be-

tween
be-

tween
bebe-be¬-

tween Indians and the government of thisthis-
country

this-
countrycountry ,." DrivingDnvrng Hawk said , ""IndianIndian people-
are

people
are very patriotic . Our young men have volunvolun-¬-

tarily served in the armed forces through all its-

wars
itsits-

warswars . History booksOOoks will document thatJtthatt,) was-
because

waswas-
becausebecause of Indian support that the Americans-
won

Americans-
won

Americans
won the Revolutionary WarVar . Aside from that ,
this is our only countrycountryandand at a time like this ,
we ststandsutrdd with others in its support ., "

The resolution was presented to Sassan Arda-
lan

ArdaArda-Arda-
Ian

-¬-
lanIan who advised that it would be transmitted-
to

transmitted
to the-theth-ththeIranianthIranian&--- Iranian government but that any rere-
sponse

re-rere-
sponse

¬-
sponse would depend upon the election andand-
how

and-
howhow ssonsoonon normal business activity would rere-

sume
re-

sume
re-re¬-

sume.. -

The NCAINW\INWI\ is the largest andaDd most representa-
tive

representa-
tive

representarepresenta-¬-
tive Indian organization in the United States .,
Its membership of approximately 5,0005000, inin-

cludes
in-

cludes
in-in¬-

cludes over half of the nation'snations' Indian tribaltribal-
governments

tribal-
governmentsgovernments .


