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rdnor'srdnorsfdl/or'sfdlor'sors11diior/ 's' NulrNOlrNote TheThrjul/u"lIIgThrjulu"lIIgulIIg]olloHinffollowing/ " ",liirnmenttryeoMmentar-veoMmentarvmmrIl1ary- ., pub-

in

pub-

lished
pub-pub-.

lulrrdlished'- ' </ inIII Ihthe. (currenturr.llimuurrllimu. issue. of Ihthe. ABE Newslette-

i

Newslette-NewsletteNewsletterNewsletterf-

TCJm

Newsletter-
from

-

fTCJmfromi KnitKaerakKa.traAKatraAKa.traAIIC*. era !. ., /Inc/IICIIC . ,. .HBJ.alalwas providedprovldd_ inIII "response"spomespome ti10to10-

all
to-

anallan amdarticleamdI. in//II/ aIIu maiurma/urmaurmajor/ AAlaskanAalkali//alkalialkali IInewspaper. " lpap " ThThe. arar-

ested

ar-ar-.

lIdrticle luggtsltdsuggested wdrsp"adwdrspadwidespread, " wOlllollwonton ""aslaslwaste,' ufof .wal-

rus
.alalwal-wal.-

TOSrus alllmaisanimals hhIv' -.'I-'skllllrJI'skllllrJskllllrJEskimo hUlllnshunters ThThe_ lIamname. of Ihthethe-
newspaper

.
"newspaper" , ''spap.rspap.rspapr. ''ssis <Jmml11rdommitted hhere." ., as mallmantamantapressI ' P"ISPISpress" aac-

counts
ac-ac( '-

<t1U1I1Icounts have ""c.lltlyc.lltlyclltlyrecently. suggtsl.dsuggtsldsuggestedested. abuseabuIt of wildlifewtldltfwildlife-
resources

.
rrwurctsresourcestcj ,. itiiunnialcohol , ",ii/iu/ifiiiuifcocaine/ COJII, / . ., ..11el-elet-etelbvetby-' bvby NativesNam'tI"lhNamtIlh' "with-

out
HHI-

uch
HH/I-HHIwith-with/ -.

rlUIout muchmuchsensitivityuch .sensitivity.IIIIII/IY.IIIIIIIY.IIIIIIIIIIIIIY, '/ flurfor'" thethc NameNallvNative. populationpupulal/JIIpupulalJIIpopulation-

By

/(
By DONALD STANDSTAND-

Q0Q WhatWhal do you get when you mixnllxibex hheslies ., misrepre-
sentations

mlSrepremisrepre-misrepre .-

sentallonssentations and sensallonahsmsensationalism IOgethertogether min a news-

paper
news-newsnews-

paper
--

paper feature ?'

A . ([ the newspaper'-
snewspaper- snewspaper'snewspapersr'- s

r-
s'' ])[ treatment of the State'sStatesState's.1-

,1
State's-

walrus
State's-

walrus

'

walrus. , situation. . . , . , what--.1,1.11.1,111 ua .i.uu.iiuu.iiuui ! ISi > you gelgetgel-

If

get-

IfIf the uninformedumnfom1ed reader were to10 accept aasas-

true
as-

truetrue ..IIIIIIall the stdtemenlsstatements and ""fadsfads"factsfacts " presentedinled 10-

tfle
in10in-

s
in-

thetflethe ([ newspaper'-
s

newspaper-
snewspaper'snewspapers''s )| articles on subsistence walruswalrus-

hunt
walrus-

huntinghunthuntinglog., one would believebeheve thatthai every Alaskan-

Native
Alaskan-

Native
Alaskan

Native who hunts in10 thefhe State'sStates'' western coastalcoastal-

waters
coastal-

wdlerswaterswdlers is a wastefulwasleful ,. headhuntingheadhuntmg profiteer NotNot-

only
Not-

onlyonly is suchsuchanan assertion false ,. it slanders the enen-

tire
en-en¬.-

tirelire Native population ofofourour statestdtestate-

One

state-

OneOne need not lookIlKlk very hard to find ovcrgcn-
i

ovcrgcn-ovcrgcnovergen -.
erahLederalicedi i _and_ j J-ltortcdJltortcddistorted: - faclsfacts ,10inn thcthe articlesarlicles.Ielitale-
Signs

arlicles.IelitalearliclesIelitale., lelltaletelltaletelltale-

signsSigns of mesponslbleirresponsibleinsiblc ., unprofessional and biasedbiased-

newspaper
biased-

newspapernewspaperer reportreportingreporting-

Item

109

ltet1Item ""ThereThere
"

ISs no real subsistence dependen-
ys

dependen-
cy

dependen-dependen -.
cy on walrus ,:"' saysys John Bums ,. Alaska DcptDept ofof-

Fish
of-

FishFishFishandand Game mammal biOlogistbiologist-

ItemItem NaliVesNatives shootol the animals by the thouthousthous-

ands
thous-thous.-

ands ., lakmgtaking only Ihetheie heads for theirtheltthere' v1It-

em

v1-v1valu&blevalublevaluablevalu&ble-

leeth
valuable-

teeth
? ' ".&' -

leethteeth
teethItems

Items.. Ivory for the legallegalandand Illegal AmencanAmericanAmencan-
market

American-
marketmarket comcsconies from walrus heads hkelike these onon-
the

on-
thethe dock at SavoongaSavoonga-

ItemItem : Smaller tustusks , soldsoldasas raw ivory ., maystaymay-
bnng

stay-
bungbringbnngbung S$ I150SO per pound .

These andandotherother false statementsstalements only serve t-

paml
t-ttoto-

paint
to-

paml
-

pamlpaint an inaccurate and negativenegallve picture of NNaNa-

tive
Na-Na.-

livetive subsistence activitiesacllvitus: .

Let'sLets'' pause for a mommomntmomentmomentnt and consider the 1-
0lenl

inin-

tent
10-10in-in¬-

tentlenl of the [( ncwspapcr.sncwspapcrsnewspaper.slnewspapersl. |[ handlinghandhng of the issuetssue .

Obviously ,. JhcJhe purpose of the articles could notnot-
have

not-
havehave been to ininfonninformform the publicpubhc about walrus ,.

sincesmce sosot many of the ""factsfacts "" in the article werewere-
false

were-
falsefalse . InInactualityactuality ,. what has been presented areare-
senes

are-

seriesscriessenesseries of misconceptionsmlsoncepllons,: about the EskimoEskm10 peopep ¬.
plerlepie and their hunting practices . ItItaprearsappearsaprears fromfrontfrom-

the
front-

thethe lonetone of the articles that [( newspaper is )[ usingusmgusing-
their

usmg-
theirtheir newspapernewsparer as a forum from which they am-
attempt

am-amcart-cartcamcart-
attempt

cam-
attempt

--

attempt to gaingalll supportsuprort for theirIheir owned misin-
formed

misin-
formed

misinmisin-¬-

formed andanderroneouserroneous views of the walrus ,. hunl-

109

hunt-

ing
.hunthunthunl-hunlhunt-¬-

ing109 issue Their real purpose seems to be lo10to 11-

11enllOnally
in-

tentionaliy
m-

Eskimo

m-m111-111in-in-

1enllOnallytentionaliy slur ALiska'sALiskasAlaska'sAlaskas' NallveNative people , perhapsperhaps-
asas parIpart ofofaa. dlvdedivide, and conquer scheme . \<WhenWhen-
one

henhen-
oneone considers th.tthtthat. subsistence hunting fightsrights , N-

live
Na-

tive
N-NNa-Na. -

livetive land selections ,. Eskimo whaling andandotherotrotherotherc-
c.mtruverslal

other-
controversialcontroversialcc.mtruverslalccmtruverslal. issues are beingbemg Ijeatedlybeatedlyheatedly debateddebated-
inin the Legislature ,. in10 the media ,. in AlaskanAlaskan-

homes
Alaskan-

honeshomeshoneshelpbut,. andandbusinesses'.-'businessesbusinesses.businesses-businesses today , one cannotcannol help
but feel that the intent of the {(newspaper'snewspaperstnewspaper'stnewspapers ' ]) In-

Oamatory
in-

flamatory
in-

flamatory
in-in-

flamatoryOamatory articles is to10 foster a spirit of ill-willillwill-

and anll.NaliveanllNaliveanti-NativeantiNative.- senllmentsentiment amongong the public ,.

Perhaps I'mIm' bemgbeingng too100 criticalcnllcal of the [(news-

bout

news-

paper
news-news -.-

paper I[ Perhaps ([ the newspaper ) was SimplySimply-

provldlllg
simply-

providingprovldlllgproviding the public a serviCe by Inforttnnginforming us a-

boul
a-

bout
a-a-

boutboul one of the current issues thatthaI affects ourour-

hves
our-

livesliveshves . However ,. I don'tdont' feel thatthaI is'theistheWillie' case ,. andand-

even
and-

eveneven if it were ,. the [(newspaper ])[ would be guiltyguilty-

of
guilty-

ofof gross incompetence and unproiessionalismunprofesslonahsmunprofessionalwtt .

The entire ""in-"inin"inJj"in-"inin"inook-<JjJjook"-\\ookook|ook itat the walrus silua-

lion
situa-

tion
silua-siluasitua-situa-.

liontion " by the [(nq ''ffr;>)._a"tats/VartssVarts.
"I/' arlSarts offoffonon theIhe wrongwrong-

foot
wrong-

footfoot and procee BP " Bylee and fallfalllhroughoutfalllhroughout-
the

throughoutthroughout-
thethe entire senesseises jih SeslesWes . The page one colorcolor-

picture
color-

picturepicture of walrus t on the dock at SavoongaSavoonga-
Isis a classic . ThereThelC'lThelClThere'sTheres's.. one nagging problem ,. iSa-
voesnga

Sa-
voonga

Sa-Sa-

voongavoesnga has never had a dock . SinceSmce there nevel-
was

nevernevelnever-
waswas aI dock , maybe there were never IISO150SO sets ofof-
walrus

of-
walruswalrus tusks on it ? Maybe someone'ssomeones ' guiltygudty ofof-

shoddy
of-

shoddyshoddy and irresponsible newspaper reportingreportmg ?

BiologistBlologtst John BurnsBums states that ""therethere is no realreal-

subsistence
real-

subsistencesubsistence dependency on walrus " The walruswalrus-

have
walrus-

havehave been andandremamandremainremainremam aI vital part of many peo-
ple's

peopeo-¬.-
ple'sples' diets and the occasionaloccassionalocc83Slonallv8llabilltyavailability of beefbeef-

and
beef-

andand chicken inm the village stores has notnol diminish-

ed
diminishdunimshdiminish-¬.-

ed the need for walrus meat Frequently , NativesNatives-

need
Natives-

needneed to hunt walrus if theytheywanltheywantwantwanl any meat lo10to cat-
at

eatcateat-
atat all !

HuntingHunl"gHunlg," for walrus ,. or most marmemarine mammalsmammals-
for

mammals-
forfor thaithat matter ,. is no simple task Weather andand-
Ice

and-

iceice conditionscondlllons can change with deadly swiftness ,.
meaningmeanmg it is notnol a job for the faint-heartedfaintheartedfalnt-heartedfalnt-- . AnyAny-
one

Any-
oneonecertainlyfindwantwanting109 to turn a quick buck couldcouldcertainlycertainly
findfindeaSlerfindeasiereasiereaSler andandsafersafer ways of doingdoingsoso ,. than byby-
hunling

by-
huntinghuntinghunling walrus for their ivory ,. alonealone-

The

alone-

TheThe articlesarllcles claim ,. walrus huntmhunting&, by NallvesI-

S
Natives-

is
NativesNallves

is unregulated This aIS not true , since self.regula-

tlon
self-regulaselfregulaself.regula-self.regula-. ¬-.

tiontlon has always been aI facet of the Eskimo sub-

captains

sub-

sistence
sub-sub-.

slStencesistence traduiontradition . Individuals could only be boatboat-
captains

boat-
captamscaptainscaptams after having proved theirIheir skills and abili-
ties

abiliabili-¬.-
ties on the hunt , and captains ,. advisory councilscouncils-
Ind

councils-
andandInd elderselden have always discussed each hunt .

searching- "- ! 'for ways to10 make each hunting efforteffort-
ful

effort-
more

effort-
moremore successfulsuccessfulandful and more efficient . Only byby-
such

. ,
such Ia* dynamic process havebave the Eskimos beenbeen-
able

been-
ableable to subsist in their home environment .

1I have yet to see all the matedmaterial' comforts oneone-
would

one-
wouldwould expect to findfindasas a resultresultofofofallall the IvoryIvory-
marketmg

ivory-
marketingmarketingmarketmg that Ists said to bebeoccurringoccurring . WhatWhal 1II-
have

I-

havehave seen is most likelyhkely the most needy group ofof-
American

of-
AmericanAmerican people payingpaymg what are probably AA-

merica's
A-

merica's
A-A-.

merica'smericas' highest pricespnces for basic necessitiesnecessilles suchsuch-
asas85 heatinghealing oilod , food , electricityelectnclty andJlnd so on . ForFor-
example

For-
exampleexample ,. in Savoonga ,. heating oilod is $$7575S75 a barrel ,.
elcctncityelectncityelectricity costscosts'ScostsS' !$ ,.J7.3737,37 per kw/hrkwhr/ , gasoline is
$$2:0620652:065206:: a. gallon , hamburger costs $S3.03S30353.035303$3.033.03303. a. pound ,.
eggs are $$22S2 a dozen , flour is $$4454S4 for 10 poundspounds-
1Ind

pounds-
andand1Indpriceslakepriceslikesugar is $$676676S6.26S626$6.266.26626.. for 10 pounds . With prices
likelake these ,. I wish ( so do the :.tskimosI.sklmosIsklmosEskimos ) ivoryivory-
could

ivory-
couldcould sell for S$$150150ISO a8 pound .

No ,. Eskimos are not gettinggetiing rich itat the expenseexpense-
of_ofr ..uuthe.uyjiruj. --yjirujyjirujwalrus herds . They areIre just attempting toto-
preserve

to-
preservepreserve their traditional lifestyleliestyle( in the face ofof-
increasing

of-
increasingincreasing opposition and assimilation . A news-
paper

newsnews-news-
paper -¬-

paper that unjustly slursslun people who intendmtend toto-
maintain

to-
maintainmaintain their own lifestylefestylejaslifestyleas, Jaj, [ newspaper diddidl][ ,
does not deserve the patronage ofofall111all people con-
cemed

con-
cerned

con-con-

cemedcerned with fair andInd honest reportingreponing , when It-

comes
itit-

comescomes to articlesarticlenboutabout Alaska'sAlaskas' Native people .


