Natives pledge
to fight abuse

by Heldi Bradner

for the Tundow Tlmes

Muore than 200 people from villages
throughout Alaska gathered st the
Fairview Community Center in An-
chomge May 17 to participate in a
ceremony of commitment 1o prevent
alcohol and drug abuse

The staking ceremony, in which
participants contributed soil brought
from their Native communities to one
container, was the heart of the day's
cvents.

Participation represented a serious
commitment o batiling alcobolivm,

"It means standing your ground or
dying,"" said Phil Lane Jr., who led

Alnskans in the ceremany.

l Similar ceremonies of commitment
are comon (o Native American com-
munities throughout Canada and the
United States, he said.

Lane, from the Four Worlds
Development in  Alberia,
Canada, has Native American
comrhunities in und the Unived
States realize their 10 overcima |
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e Alaska Natives fight alcoholism

[Cosritlmisimd rom Paga Coa)

atthe 1hh Annual School on Addie
bon Studies, a statewide conterénce
last week focusing on ways Lo coni
bat aleoholism in rurd Adaska
People from Anchorage, Fairbinks
Bethel, Barrow, Copper Center,
Kenm, Kodiak and the Matunuska
Susitng aren participated in the gather
g, Cultural events mcluded drumm
ing, dancing, poetry remding. Native

Youth Olympics demonstrations amd
an ethnic foods potluck

Every Native group was represented
in the gathering, und more tnbes were
represented thas year than any other
yeur, according to Mary Stachelrodt,
director of the Amousk Alcoholiim
Treatment Progrum, one of the gather-
mg s sponsors. Among other sponsors
were the Umiversity of Alaska Addic
tiotts Studies, the Rural Alaska Com-
mumity  Achon Program, Akeela

House and the Alaska Councill on
Alcoholiam,

Thix year was the (it year for in-
clusion of the stnking ceremony in the
cultural events day preceeding the con-
ference on raral abuse,

After the ceremony, Stachelrodt il
participants they had been through
much wgether.

““We've gone through a lot of emoe
o, o lot of exhilaration and @ ol ol
huppiness. ™ she suid




