
alaska delegation
supports OCS plan

the alaska congressional delega-
tion recently expressed support of the
interior departments five year outer
continental shelf oil and gas leasing
program saying it represents a
responsible balance between meeting
domestic energy needs and protecting
fishery resources

the plan released last month by in-
terior secretary donald hodel would
permit lease sales on tracts located in
the beaufort sea chukchi sea
navarin basin norton basin st
george basin cook inlet shumaginShumagin
and hope basin between january 1988
and may 1992

the plan does not include several
areas which have been deferred from
leasing as a result of consultations bet-
ween the department of the interior
the alaska congressional delegation
the state of alaska as well as native
commercial fishing and environmen-
tal organizations

the deferred areas are located along
the yukon river delta around st
lawrence island and in the northern
southwestern and eastern sections of
the nortonbasinnorton basin planning area

in the st george basinbesin the interior
department has deferred leaseleise sales
adjacent to the pribilofPribilof islands and
near unimakuniman pass along the western
northern and northeastern edges of the
planning area and along the aleutian
islands

the western and southern edges of
the navarin basin also are deferred
under the plan

in addition the department of the
interior has highlighted for special
future scrutiny those areas which the
state of alaska and the groups re
quested be deferred but were includ-
ed in the lease salesaid proirarnproirprogramarn


