Agency extends
deadline for
placer miners

WASHINGTON, D.C Abiska
miners and other oterestéd  paries
now hiwve unbil June 25 w conument on
the  Environmental  Protection
Agnecy s mew deadt el fhoem pudelines
for plicer maming, the Alaska Con
vressional  Delegation  announced
recently

The delegaton was informed by the
EPA that its request tor a0 45 divy ex
tension hied béen approved. In Apnl,
the delepation reguested the EPA 1o
eatiemd s comment period o enable
thie delegation. the State of Alaski umd
TOHTIC S fEn copmnment om "'h,! W ﬁ:gl,';l.l‘l,
ton. The previous desdhine for com
s wins May

The regulation propised by EPA
woull require placer miners o the
stane o recycle waste water. EPA pro
posed  the recychng  requirement
folloswiong a lengthy reassessment of
mming  technelogies and  thei
veoriomics. The agency coocludied
recyeling s the best, cconomicully
feasible technology avadable to placer
ey iy omieet Clean Waler Act
standards

CAlthough this extension Lills i the
mddle of the mining season, | urpe
all mumers 1o stay involved during the
commient petiod on the regulation, ™’
Sen. Frank Murkowsks sad. s
ehsentil thit their views are con-
sidered by the EPA before any Nnal
decisions are made. "

“This s likely to be our last chance
o be heard before the regulation is
finalized,”” Sen. Ted Stevens smd. 'Y
there are errors in the EPA annlysis,
This 15 our oppariumity 1o set the record
strmght and help ensure the gunlelines
reflect the real econsmics ol placer
miming in Alaskn. ™

Copies of the new regulistions may
be obtained by writing: Environmen
tal Provection Aftm y, Aluska Opera
tivns Cffice, 701 C Sireet, Anchorage
51N Comments may also be sent o
this mddress




