What others say. . .

Writer opposes 19917 amendments to Native claims act

Dear Senator Ted Stevens,

A Senate committee has scheduled
hearings to be held on a bill which
would amend the Alaska Native Caims
Settlement Act of 1971, HR 278, a bill
from the Alaska Federation of Natives
and Sen. Frank Murkowski's
substitule bill will be among those con-
sidered by the committee.

| m (o any amendments (o
ANCSA which don’t reflect the best
interests of the Alaska Native peoples.
These p 4, 1 understand, contain
no provisions which would:

*Adequately protect the lands from
taxaton.

®Proect the lands from condemna

tion by the State of Alaska,

oAllow the secretary of the Intenior
o hold tribally owned lunds in trust.

sHe neutral with regard 1o the self-
poverning powers of the Alaska Nitive
tribes,

I any of the above proposed amend-
ments become law without these need-
ed and protective provisions, it will ef-
fectively destroy the Alaska Natives’
objective of keeping and holding their
lands as well as Congress’ intent of
viably scttling the clmims of the Alnskn
Native peoples.

The corporate concept used in sel-

thing the clwms of the Klamath,
Modoc and Menominee Indian tribes
has been a dismal fulure. There s lin:
tle or no reason to believe that the cor-

porate concept will work or succeed
for the Alaskn Native tribes because
of the lack of natural resources, leck
of adequate education and the scarc
ty of population statewide.

This approach will only cause fur-
ther exploitation of Alaska's Aleut, In-
dian and Eskimo peoples, and it will
add another chapter 1o the long and
shameful history of the U.S. govern-
ment's dealings wilh alive
Americans.

Please consider the Ainerican Indian
Policy Review Commission Report of
1975, which recommended that the
LS. government should sdopt policies
which would protect and strengthen
tribal governments.

| urge you to correct the injustices
in the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act before we are dispossessed
of our lands and our cultural heritage
You should scek and listen to the
Native people from the villages for ml-
vice on these important matters.

Sincerely vours,
Frank R. Peterson Sr
Kalispell, Mt.
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