Originally from Dillingham

Lopez selected f
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Michelle M. Lopez, an Alaska
Native originally from  Dillingham
who works for the Alaska Public
Radio Network, has been selected in
nationwide competition as one of ninc
people to take part ima radio traiming
granl program

The one-year training will begin in
June. It will enable her (o huulm* ian
assistant echmeal director al APRN

As part of the program, Lopez will
shiedy i St Laowns, as well as San Fran-
Clseo and other Cities

Lopez had her Toest itrodugtaon o
public mdio durmg her sophomore
vear at Dalhinghar High School when
she wis cleCted as i representanve 1
the KDLG progrimming commitiee

[ was then that she bepgan o enjos
her part as the “*voice of the younger
commpnity, " and m the following
vear she enrolled anoa rshio cliss ol
fered by the sation, Her instructor wis
Les Robinson, the stition manager of
KL

Loper sull hid three years of high
sizhool 10 Tace when i the summer ol

198D her davghter, Maglenn Rae, was
born. Lopes said her parents helped

o

E

Loper works for the Alaska Pablic Radio Network

her rise the baby so that she could
Bl sehool

"My parems were always there
hielping me and encouraging me (o do
the things that T wanted 10 do,™" she
saidl

Atier her griduation fromme hagh
school, Lopez worked as o board
uperator for KILG for one sumimed

Lopez then found that she did mid
have enough money to attend the col-
lege of her choice, so she begun work
e o the National Bank of Alasky.
She still kept m touch with the smtion,
sometines  broadeasting haskethill
RHTTIES

When she was olfered o full-timg

or national radio training

job at KIDLG, she couldn't nccept. Her
doughter was in pre-school, and she
wanted to spend more time with her,

1t was then that Robinson brought
her an application for a fellowship at
the Anchorage-based APRN. After n
couple of months, the committee had
narrowed the choices down to two —
Lopez and another. She remembers
feeling exvited and scared when Diane
Kaplan, APRN executive director,
asked her if she would accept the
position

Her first yeur was mostly training,
supported by gramts from The Grotto
Foundation in Minnesots, the Alaska
Public Broadeastung Comnussion and
Cook Inlet Region Inc. Through train-
ing, Lopez found that her interests
were o lechnical wnd  operational
l1elos.

Durning her first year, Lopez and
Steve Henmel receaved two awards for
their coverage of Native Youth Olym:
pics, Loper also became a full-time
employee at APRN after her trining

Since then, she has been in opera
Loy, whach mclude satellite schedul
ng. engineering and commumcations,
She attended college part time last
yeur, and she will be going again this
summer and next year



