NPS documents Lake Clark cultural history

by Joan Nockels
o ihe Tursles Times

The National Park Service is under-
tnking & major ethnographic study,
documenting Tanaina Indian use of
Lake Clark, currently part of the Lake
Clark National Park and Preserve,

The four-year study is a preceden
not only in Park Service ethnographic
work, but also in its documentation of
the little explored area of the culture
and history of the Athabaskan people
- Alaska,

Ted Birkedal, chiel archeologist for
the Park Service, said the research is
i “holistic study of the Denaing peo
ple through time”™ — spanming 1ssuiy
mmportant (v the  Dena’ing from
ceonvmics W spiritunbiny

The Lake Clark socio-caliaral study
includes:

A major ethmography . direcied by
Linda J. Ellonna, o coltural  an
thropologist  al the  Universily ol
Alpska-Fuirbanks

oAn cthnobotany, the work ol
Priscilla Kan, docomenting past und
present Native wse ol (raditona)
plants

oA videotape displinying the batlcing
of a Dena’ina fish cache

Ellanna said that her work includes
a description of the subsistence
ceonomy., the inflvence of the Russian
Orthodox Church in the regon, kin-
ship patterns among the peaple ind
s of traditional haoting and Bishing
grounds

She explained that the work on kin-
ship patterns i the Nondalton com-
munity will be lﬂrticulﬂrli. useful

“We have collected life histones of
all the people in the community, " she
siid

To further link tiday s community
with the past, the reseurchers
translated Russian Orthodox Church
documents dating from [B10 w 1867
Flluna said this had never been done
hefore

Kart's work focuses on the use ol
dats, Trom the building ol boats god
TE R [ |III." extraction of I'I'll.":lli.'lll.'l.:ql
and teis

According o Hirkedal, both Ellan:
g s andd Kan s work are writlen with
an aim of bemg casy (o understand
And he smid the project was not in the
business of offering recommendations
on Park Service or Native concerns
ahout subsistence use in the park or
access b Mative allotments

However, both Birkedal and Ellan:
ni sac the study wounld definitely pro-
vide the Park Service the apportunity
o better understand the Lake Clark
residents and Dena’ina culture. They
siiil this ingreased understanding will
plaay a role in the development of park
management policy.

The Lake Clark Sociocultural Study
15 a product of cooperation between
the Park Service and the Tanaina
Indians.

Ellunna credited its success to the
work of Andrew Balluta, a village
clder. He is a full-time Alnskn Native
park ranger and a co-author of the
study.

Balluta's presence and efforts were
key to gaining the confidence of Non-
dalton, Lime Village and Port
Alsworth residents, she said. In addi-
tion, his famillarity with the Dena'ina
language and cultare, together with his
grasp of contempomry conoerms, com-
plemented Ellanna’s background in
ant Ogy.

The p is to be compleied next
winter, published work is ex-

pected 1o benefit the general public by

B of Nt s, Rnthet bl

will be having much of the area's

Denn'inn  history in a permanent
record.

“We can learn what the Natives
have to teach us about resourced,”’
Birkedal said. "“This is really their
stuff, their lnk with the past.'

Ellanna said that the work will
establish a model for other Park Ser-

vice ethnographies, especially “in
Alnskn parks,

The Park Service is currently
developing & 20-year cultural
resources research plan that siates the
Northwest parks and monuments of
Cape Krnusenstern, Noatak and Kobuk

for inv next, Following these
will be the Gales of the Arctic National
Park and Preserve and the Bering
Land Bridge National Preserve.
Studies are planned for every Alaska

‘We can learn
what the Natives
have to teach us
about resources.
This is really their
stuff, their link
with the past.’

— Ted Birkedal

(i the shore of Niamoa Lake near
Nimalolton, Natonal Park  Service
ranger Andrew Balluta, left, digs a put
tor reconsiruct o traditional Dena 'ina
fish cache. Agnes Cuxma warohey
Below, Ballura, Marcy Hobson, righi
foreground, Sophia Austin and Agnes
Cusma, background left and right,
prepare bark (o line the cache. The
ciche is being reconsiructed and film-
ed as part of the socio-cultural work
the federal agency is doing ar Lake
Clark

pholos courtesy of NPS

park umit,
Ellanna and Birkedal stressed thmt
rt af the success of the project in
Clark also is due to the efforts
of Park Superintendent Paul Haertel.
“*He favored the research 100 per-
cent,'" Ellanna said. ' *The study of the
people using the land was just as im-
partant to as any study of any
other park resource.



