
Editorial CommentComment--'
CommentThe
The SubjectSubject-

OfOf NooiksutNooiksutN-

otNot long ago ,. an articleartide appeared in the local dailydaily-

paper

daily-

paperpaper dealing with the repopulation of the oldoldvillagevillagevillage-

of
village-

ofof NooiksutNooik !> ut on the Arctic Slope . The article surmisedwrmi"edwrmiedwrmi"ed-

that
surmised-

that
"

that the Arctic Slope people diddidnotnot ha\ehaehale\ the right toto-

re.ettle
to-

resettleresettlere.ettlereettle. the village - that it waswa non-existentnonexistentnonitentnon-non- itent., and thatthat-

the

that-

thethe resettlementre!>eHlement waswa . a trespasstre !> pa !>. on the state!> tate landsland !> . TheThe-

paper

The-

paper'spaper'spaperspaper\paperpaperargument'\ argument was prominentlyproninently) featuredfeaturedonon the frontfront-

page

front-

pagepage . The result - a rather large development of mismis-mimis-

givings
!> ¬-

givingsgiving. and doubt among the population especiallyelpeciallyelpecially-
among

especially-
among

!
among the White population that NooiksutNooik !>ut had nevernever-

been
never-

beenbeen there .

We are ,. at the moment ,. not completely sure ourour-our-

"elve
our-

selves

¬-

selves"elveelve" ., about the existenceexbtence of the village but we are onon-

the
on-

thethe strongtrong., trend that it did indeed existexit., .. Upon resultsreultresults-

of
., !>

of furtherfarther scrutinycrutiny., ,. we will", ill ,. ofofcourofcoursecoursecour'>e , presentpre !> ent our o-oo-

pinion
o-

pinion
o-

pinion

-

pinion one way or (hertherliter other .

There have been many NooiksutsNooik.uNooiku. . ,. NuwooksNuwook., True-
Point

((TrueTrue-

PointPoint Barrow ten milesmile. northnorthofof the presentpre.entpreent. villagevilIage ofof-

Barrow
of-

BarrowBarrow ) and many othersother" that have disappeareddi.appeareddiappeared. fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe face of this northern land . TheseThe !>e thingsthing!> began toto-

happen
to-

happenhappen at some10mI! .' festeringfe!> tering point sometimeometime!> back in thethe-

early
the-

earlyearly 1800's1800s' when a firstfir t EnglishEngliEnglishshiph ship!> hip sailed into thethe-

Arctic
the-

ArcticArctic . From that time on ,. someoJe!> }) EskimoE!> kimo villages"ilJagesilJages" beganbegan-

toto be decimated by new diseasesdi !>ease!> to which the peoplepeople-

had
people-

hadhad no immunity . Some large villagesvillage!> were wiped out..

Chicken pox ,. measlesmea !> les ,. influenza ,. small!> malJ pox ,. and tubertuber-tuber-
culois

tuber-
culosis

¬-

culosisculois., were fatal diseasesdiseaes., . Gonorrhea and syphilis"yphiliyphili" bebe-bebe-

gan

be-

gan

¬-

gan to run rampantrampan t.. GreatGrea t huntershunter'> of villagesvillage. died andand-

starvationstarvation!> tarvat on became common . Social systems.yy. !> term crumbled unun-unun-

der
un-

der
¬-

der the great pestilential onslaughton"laughtonlaught" ..

Nuwook ( Point Barrow ) did not escapee !>eape the scourge'ourgeourgescourge-

although
., 'ourge-

although
('

although the decimation occurred in comparatively'omparativelyomparatively(' rere-rere-

cent
re-

cent

¬-

cent timestime!> . An epidemic strucktruck., thetheillagevillage\illageillage\ and the greatgreat-

many
great-

manymany ofofsomesomeol11e!> 9494villager94villagersvillagersvillager!> perishedperbhed . The survivorsMlrvivors couldcould-

no
could-

nono longer sustainutain!> ., the little settlement.ettlemcntettlemcnt. and they apparentapparent-apparent-
ly

¬-

ly moved to the nearby larger community of Barrow .

Although we are ,. as yet , somewhat unsure of the fatefate-

of
fate-

ofof NooiksutNooihut , we are at the moment ,. willing to contend ,.

that some corrosive visitation struck the village at:It somesome-

point
some-

pointpoint in the pastpa t and that the survivors ,. asa ' did the NuNu-NuNu-

wook
Nu-

wook

¬-

wook survivors ,. moved to the larger village of Barrow .

The final historyhbtory of Nooiksut hasha not been writtenwritten-
and

written-
andand we are willing to keep it at this stage!> tage at the prepre-pre-

ent
pre-

sent

¬-

sent!>ent time . We are very reluctant to accept the self-styselfstylelf-styledlelfstyledself-styledselflelfstyled-
historical

selfstyled-
historical

! - led
historicalhistoricalutterancesutterances of the local daily paper and thosethoe., ofof-

Bud
of-

BudBud Helmericks who has been off and on in the northnorth-
since

north-
sincesince 1952 ,. as any authentic summation of the NooiksutNooiksut-
situationsituationituation!> . We will be observant to the utterances of moremore-

qualified
more-

qualifiedqualified efforts of individuals who will delve more deepdeep-deep-

ly
deep-

ly
¬-

ly into the matter .


