ISEGR Finds
Aleuts Persist

“Atha and NiKobsKE persist
decade atter decade despite ime
povershment, few modern con
veniences and the near absence
ot focal job apportunities

“rthev) pensist and show no
stgrs ot consalidating with
another Aleut vitlage”™ wiites
Dorothy M Jones, asociologist
with the Institute ot Social, EFeo-
nomicand Govermment Research
at the University ot Alaska.

the persistence of Atka
and NiKolkio i the virtual ab-
sence of local means of carning
an - income indicates that isola-
tion, is tndeed, the stronger de-
termuneant o village  persist-
ence.” she concludes. I the
lure ot jobs were a stronger
torce, Atka and Nikolski would
have long sinee disappeared ™

Atk and Nikolskr are two ot
I vallages i the Aleatian Chamn
today - Inthe mud-ISth century
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Aleuts Persist . . .
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when the Russians first occo-
pied the Aleutians, the Aleuts
inhabited hundreds of villages in
the area.

After a century of Russian
occupation, 39 villages remain-
ed, the result of Russian-intro-
duced diseases, massacres by the
Russians and village consolida-
tion policies of Russian adminis-
trators.

By 1890, the US. govern-
ment census listed only 22 Aleu-
tian villages and by 1970, exclud-
ing two villages in the Pribilots,
only 11 were recorded

Most Aleuts today depend
on wage emplovment, rather
than subsistence Tiving and the
etfect of this litestvle has been
apparentin the migration of peo-
ple from one village to another,
notes Dorothy Jones. Population
movements in the Aleutians have
been tundamentally intluenced
by one village's proximity to
other villages. People join togeth-
er for improved living standards
and improved job opportunities

Ihe question posed by Jones
is why some villagers moved
and others stayed: in her study.,
“Patterns ot Village Growth and
Decline in the Aleutians,”™ she
seeks to answer that question

In the Shumagin ares. the
Aleuts have tended 1o migrate
on the basis of good job oppor-
tunities, the availability of com-
munity services and family. Gov-
ernment and industry reinforced
that trend by tavoring location
of services in expding villages.

The case of Pauloft Harbor
was ditferent. Residents of that
village relocated mostly at Sand
Point, because Sand Point otfer-
ed better opportunity than ei-
ther King Cove or False Pass,
both of which were actually
closer to Pauloft Harbor

Belkofsky . settled by the Rus-
sians and Aleuts in 1823, offered
another interesting  situation
During the haleyvon days of sea
otter hunting.  Belkofsky  was
probably the most atfluent vil-
lage in the  Aleutians. Jones
notes. Today Belkofsky is with-
out 4 cannery or any other local
means tor carning income. The
village has not grown and has
no store, clinic. bar or commu-
nication and transportation ser-
vices. Aleuts there still use gas
and Kerosene lamps. and haul
water trom the creek

Considering that Aleuts from
Belkotsky frequently visit King
Cove, some 13 miles away . one
might expect them 1o follow the
pattern of Unga residents who
moved 1o Sand Point and in
tact. some have, but not to the
extent that Unga's population

migrated 10 Sand Point.

The reason is cultural: Bel-
Kofsky remains one of the most
traditional Aleut villages; King
Cove one of the most Western,
King Cove has no Russian Or-
thodox church nor church or-
ganizations, notes Dorothy Jones
in her study. King Cove has no
chiets or elders, no community
owned  steam bath and  few
Aleutspeaking  people. Belkot-
sky - meanwhile has an active
chiefwho serves traditional func-
tions, community steam baths.,
widespread use ot the Aleut
language and the dommant -
fluence of the Russian Orthodox
Church

Finally. there are the isolated
villagers. which persist with o
without local job opportunities
AKutan has had lfocal mdustries
throughout the 20th centuny
There are no  fish processing
plants at Nelson Lagoon, but the
rich tishing resources at and near
the wvillage enables residents o
carn aliving, Jones writes

“The question arises whether
Akutan and Nelson Lagoon per-
sist primarily because they have
local means ot earning an in-
come or because they are iso-
lated trom and therefore unta-
miliar with other Aleut villages

“The persistence of Atka and
Nikolski in the virtual absence
of focal means of earning an in-
come indicates that isolation is,
indeed. the stronger  determi-
nant of village pensistence.” she
concludes. It the Ture of jobs
were a stronger force, Atkid and
Nikolski would have long since
disappeared.™



