‘ Basic Freedom Has Close Shave

Senator Bartlert

Clips Military

" For Dictatorial No-Beard Policy

WASIINGTON-—Does the mili-
tary have authority to order a. ci-
vilian ¢mmploye to shave off his

beard?

Senator £ Bartlett (D -Alaskay
thinks not, d submitted a state-
‘ment on the Senate floor explaining
his position.
| The “Senator's statement was di-
rected at the firing of Dale E. Traut-
‘mun from his civilian job at Clear
‘Air Force Station, Alaska. Traut:
‘man, 5 vesident of Clear, was dis-
missed beeause he refused o shave
‘off a beard he grew for the Golden
‘Days Celebration in nearby Fair-
‘banks this summer. |
‘ Trautman and' the National Fed-
eration- of Federal Employes have
appealed the case to the Civil Sorv—
ice.Commission.

- The Air Force said that beards in-
terfered wilh recognition, diagnosis
and treatment: of frostbite and that
the statipn commander acted within
his autherity in establishing - per-
‘sonal appearance standards

Sénator Bartlett: pointed”out that
in Septencber, when Trautman was
fired, therc was no threat of 'frost-
bite.

He stated that the |ml|rv was in
direct opposition to the experience
of famous satisfied users of beards
in cold clymates.

Senatoe Bartlett said that regard-
less of the validity of the “break-«

through™  in knowiedge about
beards, * the militar; has no right to

tell @ citizei he cann.” grow a beard
for medical veasons. T would think
that the Americain Médical Assacia-
tion, which has cxpressed some
alarm recenfly about government jn-
terference indoctor-patient relation-
‘ships, .would .do well to lnveallgnle
thig incident.”

He said that ‘he was “stunned"

by the thought that the military has
authority to set appearance stand-
ards for civitian employes

YL know of no law passed by
Congress piving the military author-
ity to establish

personal “appear-
anve standards It there is such
a law on the books, let us repeal it
today befofe we e told what kind
of pants to wear or what color ties
to put on

“The latter is of deep concern to
me, for 1 am told by some of my
Younger friends that, my taste in
ties is not in keeping with the fash-
ion of today. Perbaps if [ were a
braver man I would grow a beard as
well, but T am content to limit my
protest to ties,” he said.

The Serator said that he hoped
“the clear breath of public exposure
will briag a swift end to the-no
beard pohicy. Even if' it does, a
basic frectom of individual choice
will have had a close shave.”




