‘WASHIN'TON, October 22—Sen-
ator BErngst: Gruening. (D-Alaska)
this week notified Secretary of-the
Interior Stewart. L, Udall that an
Alaska corporation was in the pro
.«cess of formation for the purpose of

| developing the Alaska fur industry.

The immediate purpose of the
non-profit  c¢orporation will be to
attempt o negotiate 4 research and
development contract, with the In-
{terior De¢partment in  cpnnection
with Pribilof Island fur seal pelts

Senator Gruening informed. Udall
| that.the contract to be offered would
‘«'uuluiu texmg much wore favorable
1‘ to the State of Alaska and the fod-
|

al government than those in a fu
©eal skin 1esearch and development
cantract recently negotiated by the
| Interior Department with the Pierrc
Laclede Company of St. Louls, Mo
Senator Gruening renewed a re-
quest made five weeks caclier that
any. fdrther action ufder the Lac-
lede copiruct be suspended.
Thesnew plan_envisions utilizing
the research skills, knowledge, tech-
niyues and personnel of the Univer-
sity of Aiaska iu combination with
an experienced Alaska tanning com-
pany and the know-how of Fred W.
Meyer of the Netherlands.
Sehator Gruening informed Scc-

retary Udall that the offer will be
made 50 a5 to develop in Alaska the
ability to process Pribilof Fur’seal

skins by rietfiods which will greatly
{ enhance their value, resulting
| both greater financial returns and
“developinen Alaska by Alas-
kans of what is and should b
| essentinaly Alaskan resource”
[ Fhe State of Alaska under
| of the statchood act receives 70 pur
| cont of the net proceeds of the sale
L of the United States share of seal
skins trom the Pribilof Island scal

v hich is managed by the

harvest
federal Unumm nt
In fiscal year 1965 there
|
1}
|
|

in
an

terms

was 1o
naysment 1o the State for (he reason
that there were no net proceeds
This, Senator Gruening said, makes
it cvident that Alaskans should play
the fur

praminent rale in seal

[um sing
Commenting on the
Vietor

development
Reventlow

in Alaska, von

president of Pacific Scal, Company.
of Aluska. said at Anchorage that
the average $5 willion in income
reshized by the fur mdustey from
sales in Alaska now could be doub
Jed if fur seals skins were marketed
David Creen. Anchoripe funi
Psad provessing of the fur seal sk
1 could oo jobs for 100




