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Extraordinary MeetingP-

olitical

MeetingMeetingP-

olitical

MeetingP-

oliticalPolitical Power One Purpose
October 28 , 19661966-

The

1966-

TheThe largest gatheringgatherlOg of NNa-NaNa-
tive

Na-

tive
--

livetive leaders ever held in AlaAla-Ala-

ska
¬.-

ska ended in Anchorage lastlast-
weekend

last-
weekendweekend I\\lthIlthfwithwith\ the formation ofof-

a
of-

aa statewide Nativeatl ve organizaorganiza-organiorganiza-
tion

za-zazat-

ion
-¬-

tion .

There wereere fewfe . dissentingdissentingV-

Ol
dissenting-

voicesVOlvoicesces hhccanlard against the ac-acact-

ion
ac-

tion
--

tion accordingacc.4rthngacc4rthngaCl. Jhng'( to the newnew-

group's
new-

group'sgroup'sgroups' chcljamnanclairrnan{
, airman Flore Lekari-LekariLekanLekan-Lekari-

of
Lekan-

of
-.

of and presentatuespresentatises'PresentatlPresentatl' \ es forfor-

each
for-

eacheach of the organizedorglUlI zpd NativeNative-

associatio'is
atl veve-

aSSOClltIOlassociationsaSSOClltIO\laSSOClltIOlassociatio'isassociatiois! \' s throughout thethe-

"tatp
the-

statestate"tatptatp" spoke'II"' )( e in11! favor of thethe-

move
the-

movemove .

LekanofLekmlOf ., a PribilovianPJ'llJllovlIlnPJllJllovlIln' nownow-

ItvlOg
now-

livinglivingItvlOgItvlOg11in\1111\ Fairbanks , said thethe-

group
the-

groupgroup was", as "primarilyprimarily"pJ'lmarilypJlmarily" ' to exertexert-
politICal

exert-
politicalpolitical pressure.,. "

The chairmanchalnnan saidsmd the organorgan-organ-
ization

.-

ization would be non-partisannonpartisannon-pataisanpataisannoni->- lti, san .

"WeWe" will1'0'111101111'0'111supportwillsupport' support the peoplepeople-
whowho.hoho. support our programs . "

The 22-member22member- boardWard ofof-

directors
of-

directorsdirectors will.illill. probably meetmeet-
two

meet-
twotwo weeks before the statestate-
legislature

state-
legislaturelegislature opens , LekanofLekanof-
said

Lekanof-
saidsaid .,.

"WeWe" alreadyready have a comcom-com-

mlttment
com-

mittment
¬-

mittmentmlttment from Alfred Fother-FotherFother-
gill

Fother-
gill

Fother-
gill

---
gill , temporary directorduector of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska State Community AcAc-AcAc-

tion
Ac-

tion
¬-

tion Program , that transportatransporta-transportat-

IOn
transporta-

tion
¬-

tion costs of the boardboardwillwillwill-

be
will-

bebe paid under the GrassrootsGrassroots-
Program

Grassroots-
ProgramProgram . "

Lekanof said the action toto-

form
to-

formform the statewide organizaorganiza-organiorganiza-
tion

za-zaza-
tion

-¬-

tion came as a natural conseconse-conse-
quence

conse-
quence

-¬-

quence of the Natives realizrealiz-realiz-

Ing

realiz-

ing
¬-

ing their voting power and thethe-

need
the-

needneed for them to solvesol ve theirtheutheu-
own

their-
ownown problems .

"WhenWhen" any group of peoplepeople-
can

people-
catscancats pullpullonefifthone-fifthonefifth-- to one-oneone-
sixth

one-
sixth

one-

sixth
--

sixth of the totaltotalvotesvotes inm aa-

state
a-

statestate thanthen they can exert powpow-pow-
er

pow-

er
-¬-

er and the NativesNat ves in thisthIs-
state

this-
statestate are becomingbecommg more artiartl-artlarti-artiartl-
cuI

arti-

culate
¬-

culatecuIatecuI ate in theirththeitheir-desiretheirdesireei 1',_- desire to helphelp-
themselves

help-
themselvesthemselves , " LekanofLekanofsaidsaid .

"CertainlyCertainly"CfftainlyCfftainly" there are a lotlot-
of

lot-
ofof youngyoungNativeNativeNatlve Alaskans whowho-

are
who-

areare college graduates or whowho-

are
who-

areare attendingattend ng the UniversityUniversity-

ofof Alaska who are consciousconscious-
ofof theirOlelr ability and the imim-imim-

portance
im-

portance
¬-

portance of beingLJclIIg able toto-

speak
to-

speakspeakspeakupup . "
LekanofLekwiof saidsmd there wouldwould-

"certainly
would-

"certainly"certainlycertainly" be discussion " onon-

whether
on-

whetherwhether or not non-NativesnonNativesnon-NnonNnonNatives-
would

- atl\CsatlCsatlCs-
would \would have some type ofofmemofmeinmemmeinmem-

bership
mein-

bershipbership in the organizationorganization-
andand said that unorganizedunorganized-
areas

unorganized-
areasareas would be representedrepresented-
"with

represented-
"with"withwith" the understanding thatthat-
they

that-
theythey form their own associaassocia-associat-
ion

associa-
tion

-¬-

tion . "
"EventuallyEventually" we hope toto-

have
to-

havehave a paid , permanent staffstaff-
and

staff-
andand are investigating thethe-

possIbilities
the-

possibilitiespossibilities of financingfinancing-
nownow . The American AssociaAssocia-Associat-
ion

Associa-
tion

-¬-

tion of Indianlndian Affairs is supsup-supsup-

ported
sup-

ported
¬-

ported by private foundationsfoundations-
mid

foundations-
andandmid the AAIA is helpinghelpmg usus-

to
us-

toboto contact foundations thatthat-
may

that-
maymay be interested in supportsupport-support-

ing
¬.-

inging us.. "
The chairmanchmrman said the difdif-dif-

ferent
dif-

ferent
-¬

ferent Native groups meetingmeeting-
Inin Anchorage "foundfound" theythey-
have

they-
havehave some common problems "
and the organization has setset-
up

set-
upup a number of standing comcom-comcom-
mi

com-

mittees
¬-

mitteesmi ttees .

Robert Peratrovich , Presi--PresiPresi-Presi-

dent
Presi-

dent
-.--

dent of the TUnget-HaidaTUngetHaidaTlinget-HaidaTlingetTlinget-llaidallaida-- AsAs-AsAs-

sociation
As-

sociation
¬-

sociation ,. is chairmanchairmml of thethe-

Education
the-

EducationEducation Committee ; ChurlChurlesCharlesChurles-

Edwardsen
Charles-

Edwardsen
es

Edwardsen of FairbanksFairbanks-
chairs

Fairbanks-
chairschairs the Native EmployEmploy-Employ-

ment
Employ-

ment
¬-

ment Committee;; Lloyd Sut-SutSut1-

011

Sut-

ton

Sut-

ton

-
1011ton of Anchorage chairs thethe-

Heal
the-

HealthHealthHeal th and WeiWetWelfarefare CommitteeCommit e ;

George Olson01 son , presidentpresi.dent. ofof-

the
of-

thethe Chugach Native AssociaAssocia-AAssocia-
tion

ocia-ociaociati-
on

-¬-
tion chairs the TransportationTransportation-
andand CommunicationCommullication Committee-Committee--

WilliamWlliam; Hensley of Kotze&ueKotzeueKotzefueKotzeKotzefue-
chairs

& ueue-

chairschairs thethe-LandtheLand.- Land Claims ComCom-Com-

mittee
Com-

mittee
¬-

mittee ; Emil Notti , presidentpresiden-
ta

president-
ofofa f the Cook In'etInetInInII' et Nativeatl ve AsAs-AsAss-

ociation
As-

sociation
-¬-

sociation chairschair!:> the HousingHOIlHousing-
Committee

singsing-
CommitteeCommittee and Howardlloward Rock ,

editor of the Tundra Times ,.

chairsChillI'SChillIS' the PublicPuLJI1c RelationsRelationsc'-
Omml

Relations-
Lommittee

,
committeeLommitteec'OmmlcOmml' ltce . "'

LekanofLl'kanofLlkanof' saidsmd theth idea for aa-

statewide
a-

statewidestatewide group has beenbel'nbeln' advoadvo-

cated
advo-

satedcatedsated by severalcvend!:> cvendat1eSati\eSatie\at1\eat1Nattse"\ \\ leadlead-lead-
crs

lead-
ers

¬-

erscrs forfbrf.JrJr. manmans> >searsears .

"WhenWhen"WhcnWhcn" the AlaskaAl aska Native'hithitNative-
Brotherhood

' ! veve-

HroBrotherhoodHroBrotherhoodorganizedththerhooderhooderhoodorgaJll7edorganizedorgaJll7ed 50fjO5(151fjO-

veal's
5(-

1years
(

vearsveal'svealsyears' agoah'lahl'.) I amrunaim sure they inIn-InIn-

tcnded
in-

tended
¬-

tendedtcnded to includeIIIdude the entireentire-
state

entire-
statestate but their interests1I\tere"t51Itere"t5teret5\ " werewere-
mmnly

were-
mainlymainlymmnly inIII southeasternsOllthea tern AlaskaAlaska-
and

Alaska-
andand they were unable to capcap-capcap-

ture
cap-

ture
¬-

ture the interest of the rest ofof-

the
of-

thethe state!> tate . This latest developdevelop-develop-
ment

develop-

ment
-¬-

ment was spearheaded bybv' thethe-

F81rbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanksF81rbanks Native AssociationAssocl'- atlOnAssocl- atlOnAssocl'atl- OnWithAssociation-
withwith the help of Nick GrayGray-

who
Gray-

whowho also helped to organizeorgalllzeorgalllze-
the

organize-
thethe Cook Inlet andmId KuskokwimKuskokwim-
NativeNativealve AssociationsASQciations! .

"TheThe" Tundra Times diddidadid-

lot
did-

lot
a

lot to let the people know ofof-

this
of-

thisthis movement-themovementthe- newspapernewspaper-
you

newspaper-
youyou might say carved thethe-

way
the-

wayway . "
Directors of the newne\\neneorgani\ organiorgani-orgaiii-orgaiiiorgani-

zatIOn
orgaiii-

zation
¬-

zation includeme! ude : Emil NottiNottl ,

Richard Frank , TananaTruJana ChiefsChIefs-

Conference
Chiefs-

ConferenceConference;; Jules WrightWnghtWight ,

Fairbanks Nativeative AssociationAssoc18tlon ;

Robert Peratrovich , Tlmgit-TlmgitThnglt-ThngltTlingit-TlingitTlmgit-

Haida
ThngltI-

IUlda
Tlingit-

Ilaida
-

HaidaIIUldaIlaida Association ; TonyTony-
Lewis

Tony-
LewisLewis , Kuskokwim Valley NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
-¬-

tive Association ; Paul Gun-GunGun-

derson
Gun-

derson
Gun-

derson
-

derson , PortPortIooreMoore\IooreIoore\ , unorganunorgml-unorgmlunorgan-unorgml-
I

unorgan-

ized
¬-

izedI zed , Frank DegnanDegnan.iorton, Norton-.iorton.iorton.iorton-
Sound

Norton-
Sound

:-.
Sound , George Olson01son01 son , ChugChug-Chug-

ach
Chug-

ach
¬-

ach Nativeative Association ;

Lloyd Sutton , THngit-HaidaTHngitHaidaTlingit-HaidaTlingitTlingitHaida-
Anchorage

TlingitHaida-
Anchorage

--
Anchorage Association ; PaulPaul-

Gruve

Paul-

GreveGruveGreveGruvelcGrath, McGrath\lcGrathlcGrath\ , unorganized ;

George Allen ,. Tatitlek VilVil-VilVi-

llage

Vi-

llage

¬-

lage Council ; William Hens-Hensliens-liensHens-
ley

liens-
ley

liens-
ley

--
ley , Northwest Native AssooAssocI-AssocIAssocIa-

tIOn
Associ-

ation
--

ation ; Oscar CraigCrm g , CopperCopper-

Center
Copper-

CenterCenter , Jerome.Jerome. TnggTrigg , ArcticArctic-

NativeNativeatlve Brotherhood , Nome ;

Tom Riley , UgashikUgashlk , unorganunorgan-unorgan-
I

unorgan-

ized
¬-

izedI zed , Andrew Isaac , Tana-TanaTana-

cross
Tana-

cross
Tana-

cross
--

crosscrossIarkle; Markle\IarkleIarkle\ EwanE\\anEanEan"IB\ , ANB-"IB"IBIBANB-

Copper
-""IB-

Copper
"

Copper Center Camp 313 ; AbelAbplAbpl-

Akplk
Abel-

AkpikAkpikAkplk , ArcticArctlc SlepeShIpeSlope NativeNative-

Association
atlveatlve-

AssoClal1onAssociationAssoClal1on ; RikeRlkeRlkeIurphvMurphv\IurphvIurphv'MurphyMurphy\' ,

KenaiKenm .

Nick Gray was named honohono-hono-

rary
hono-

rary

¬-
rary chairmanchmrman .

**k September 77,196571965, 1965196-

5Senator
*

Senator BartlettBartlett-

SetsSets HearingsHearings-
OnOn PribilofsPribiltFsPribilolsPribilofsS-

en

PribilolsS-

en
)

SenScn EELIJI . i''BobsBobsBob i, BartlettBartletl isI-IIIwd- schedsch'd-sch'dschdsch'd-
uled

' ( Iwd' ¬.-

uled to hold healingshellheat, lngtugs' tomotiowtomOiItumorI 0\\0tit0"ntitin\ "riri"nn-inin"n-

St
"- in-

StSt PaulPwl, Island ifgaidmglegalcgait ding hishi , pio-pio1'10110pio-

poscd
pi' o-oo-

posed

-'
poscdposedpo ed k'gikgiIt'glI.ltl'llItglI.ltlllItglIltllllegislate'' , latinn. ''aa' to crisimC'n'UIICnUIIennui' ' , th.itthitIh.olIholthat.. ics-icstes-tesics-

idents

Ites-

idents
C' , -'

identsIj'ntIjnt((' of theIh (' PnhilofPllbilofPtthilof IslandshLIt1h( inIn-

the
in-

thethe BonnBcnngBering? SeaSedSca full nKhtsllghhtights ofIf( uti-uticiti-citi-uti-

enship
uti-

lenhlp
citi-

zenship

-

/enshipenshiplenhlpzenship/ ,
enshipThelenhlpThezenshipThe

The logllationit'glIatlOnitglIatlOnlegilation' pi1'111pt' o\o0\0moides0Idl\ idesIdl ' foirot se\se'e\'eeSOSseri'e'I' \ ri'IIet(' -.

alrnaloial majoirnaOIrnaloi] lefoimsI cfOefot! mms chief of uhithwhichwhichi\ hlehhlehI i <',
a.11. piovismnptovistun1'111' "vIsIOnvIsIOn" wherebyherC'byherCby\ ' foifoil the fustfll-fllrustfll-

time

rust-

time

- (

time the PribiloviansPrlbllovHln , would"ollidollid" be al.11-.11al-al-all-

owed
. .1-

110

¬-

lowed10cd10\\10\ cd to own0n0\\0\\ n landItnd, houseshOll e5 ,. andand-

propel
and-

propertypropelpropertytyty-

It
ty-

It
propertyIt

It also provides for the State ofof-

Ala

of-

AlaskaAlaskaAla ka to assume the responsibilityresponsibility-
for

! 'sponspon(' lblllylbllly-
for

!

for conductingconductIO/conductIOconductIOpublic/( public schoolschools on theththe-

islands
!'

islands
islandsAn

An archaicarchdlc icguUtionejulltlonregulationI ( , making taa-

pas
a-

paspasspas , necessarynece sary to visit the islandIslandsislands-

would

:

would\ ould be eliminated ,. and anotheianothelanotheranothel-
provIsIOn

another-

provision the Pribilovi-PribiloviPrlbllovl-PrlbllovlPribilovi-
ans

Prlbllov-
lan

Pribilovi-
ans
provision would give --

ansan ,, civil seiviceSetel VIce ictirementctirementietirementI for thenthclrtheirthclr-

length
their-

lengthlength of seiviceserviceset VICe thanlhm, just , from
191990O
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a
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a
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the-
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I Why the Ravens Are Always BlacklBlackBlackTu-

ndra

.

Tundra Times ., Wednesday ,. October 20 ., .19711971MnMn; ' "MrMr" lr'rr'rR.vt'n' RavenR.vt'nR.vtnRvtn' said:ud as

By GRACE SLWOOKOSLWOOKO-

Eskimos

SLWOOKO-

EskimosEskimos on StSf.. Lawrence Isis-isis-

land
¬.-

land , an island in the BeringBenng Sea ,

used to believe the stories thatthat-
were

that-
werewerewere told by their parents to bebe-

true
be-

truetrue . These storiesstones are now likelike-

fairy
like-

fairyfairy tales we now readreadininm thethe-

books
the-

booksbooks . As we Eskimos don'tdontdon't-

have
don't-

have

'
have writtenWntten language , theytheywerewerewere-
lold

were-
toldtoldlold and tofdtordtold for ages by anyany-
one

any-
oneone that is interestedmteresled enough toto-

remember
to-

rememberremember them and keep themthemI-

II
them-

ininIII memory generation after gengen-gen-

eration
gen-

eration
¬-

eration . Many many thanks toto-

the
to-

thethe educationeducallon we can now keepkeep-

them
keep-

themthem without forgettingforgettmg partspJrtspJrts-

of
parts-

ofof them .

But this is the story of RavenRaven-

and
Raven-

andand the Owl , and how the RaRa-RaRa-

ven
Ra-

ven
¬-

ven got blackjblackblackj-

Once
,

Once upon a limetime , the ravensravens-

and
ravens-

andand owls were all white . NowNow-

Mr
Now-

MrMr.. Owl was settingsettmg so quietlyqUietly-

onon the rock , when Mr.. RavenRaven-

came
Raven-

camecame flying by and makingmakmg aa-

few
a-

fewfew rounds over his place andand-

landed
and-

landedlandedlandednghtlandedrightrightnght by himblmtaim . HelieIle waswas-

very
was-

veryvery lively , and seemed to bebe-

full
be-

fullfull of some very excitingexcitlllg plans .

. .

When Mr.. Owl finally gave himhim-

sJme

him-

somesomesJme: evidence of greetinggreetlllg , hehe-

told

he-

toldtold him of his idea . WhenWhen-

asked
When-

askedasked , Mr . Raven replied , "PlanPlan"Plan-"Plan-

ned

" ¬.-

ned a pointpOlllt for us ." How1101'011010Now' dodo-

you
do-

youyou like to be paintedpalllted ? " hehe-

asked

he-

askedasked . "IfIf" you give&lvelve& me minemine , II-

would

I-

wouldwould give you your'syours'' andandwewewe-

will
we-

willwill be spottedspottedallall over , insteadmsteadmstead-

of
instead-

ofof plainpi am white .
"

When Mr.. Owl agreed , hehe-

flew
he-

flewflew away for a while . Then heliehe-

came
lie-

camecame back with a bucketucket ofof-

black
of-

blackblack paintpJ1II1.. "HereHere" , weWee will bebe-

IIIcer

be-

nicernicerIIIcer with some design.desIgn.
, on us ,

"
he saidsaIdasas he landed . So , MrMr-

Raven
Mr-

RavenRaven got to work while Mr..

Owl sat so quietlyqUlelly . HelieIle putput-

spots
put-

spotsspots all over MrMr.. Owl , somesome-

very
some-

veryvery tinytlllY and some large , all soso-

pretty
so-

prettypretty . With a feather , he painpalll-palllpain-palll-

ted
pain-

ted

¬-

ted Mr.. Owl , dippingdlpplllg it inIII aa-

black
a-

blackblack every once inm a while .

He was so excited over hishis-

work
his-

workwork . HelieIle also was real proud ofof-

hIs

of-

hishis idea . Mr.. Owl waswwass beginbegm-begmbegin-begm-

nmg
begin-

ning

¬-

ningnmg to look very pretty . WhenWhen-
he

When-
hehe got him done , oh he waswas-

soso$00$ beautiful .. "AlrightAlright" , you areare-

done
are-

donedone . " "ItIt" is my turn to be

painted , . as-

he

as-

hehe sat down before Mr . Owl..
So , Mr . Owl got to workwork-

after

work-

afterafter limberinghmbering up for a while .

He worked and workedworke so carecare-care-

fully

¬.-

fully . Mr . Raven was beginningbegmnmgbegmnmg-
to

beginning-
toto be very beautiful lookinglooking-

bud
looking-

birdbirdbud now with spots tinytmy andand-

large

and-

largelarge . But Mr . Raven neverleverlever-
kept

never-

kept
!

kept his mouth shut , he alwaysalways-

liked
always-

likedliked to say somethingsomethmg , untiluntil-

sometimes
until-

sometimessometimes he got so aggravatingaggravatmg .

And this timelIme he kept bragbrag-brag-

ging

¬.-

gingglng of his idea , and how thethe-

other
the-

otherother birds could set so long aa-

tune
a-

tunetimetune without doing anythinganythmg andand-

all

and-

allall that was always in10 his tune ..

Mr.. Owl couldn'tcouldnt' standstandItit anyany-

more
any-

moremore . HelieIle was getting so hateful ..

AndAndohoh , what a .
terrible thingthlllg MrMr-

Owl
Mr-

OwlOwl did !

Poor Mr.. Raven , he shouldshould-

Just

should-

justjust not talk so muchmuchofof howhow-

smart
how-

smartsmart he was . MrMr.. Owl dumpeddumped-
the

dumped-
thethe whole black paintpalllt on Mr..

Raven ! Poor Mrr . Raven , shouldshould-

Just

should-

justjust not talk so muchmuchofof howhow-

smart
how-

smartsmart he was . Helie flewnew away soso-

Slien

so-

silentlysilentlySlien tly , now he has a shmeyshllleyshllley-

black
shmey-

blackblack coat with some feathersfeathersI-

II
feathers-

ininIII deep shmeysllIney blue .

So , up to this day the ravensravens-

are
ravens-

areare black and the owls are spotty .

Tom Richards , Jr'sJrs. ' ColumnColumn-ColumnA-

uthor

ColumnA-

uthor
-

Author Recalls Poignant Grandparental Relationships
(c) 19731973by1973by-

THOMAS
byby-

THOMAS
by-

THOMASTHOMAS RICHARDS , JR .,

April 11 , 19731973-

OLONGAPO
1973-

OLONGAPO
1973-

OLONGAPOOLONGAPO CITY - EveryEvery-

man
Every-

manman must meet some individualIIIdlVidualIIIdlVidua-

lduring
individual-

duringduring his lifetime with whomwhom-

he
whom-

hehe develops a very special rere-rere-

lationship
re-

lationship
¬-

lationship , one whichwhichISis of greatgreat-

value
great-

valuevalue at first and one whichwhich-

provIdes
which-

providesprovides memories which areare-

cherished
are-

cherishedcherished even more each timetime-

they
time-

theythey are recalled . Some peoplepeople-
must

people-
mustmust wait an entire lifetimehfel1me toto-

discover
to-

discoverdiscover such a relationship .

I was very fortunate to findfind-

three
find-

threethree of my best friendsfnends amongamong-

my
among-

mymy memories ofofmymy grandgrand-grand-

parents
grand-

parents
¬-

parents , and to have knownknown-
them

known-
themthem veryverywellwell until they werewere-

gone
were-

gonegone . Many people likehke toto-

remember
to-

rememberremember those they have lovedloved-

who
loved-

whowho are now dead ,,.
In thisthIS-

column
this-

columncolumn , I want to include rereore-rereo-

collections
re-

collections
¬-

collections of my grandparentsgrandparents-
from

grandparents-
fromfrom a book which is now inIIIII-

Ipreparation
in-

preparationpreparation . The first , "AttatahAttatah" "
is excerpted from one chapter..

The second , "AhnahAhnah" " is from aa-

collection
a-

collectioncollection of poetry .

ATTATAHATTATAIIATTATAH-
Events

ATTATAII-
Events

ATTATAII-
EventsEvents in my life have rarelyrarely-

occured
rarely-

occuredoccured as I planned . ThreeThree-

weeks
Three-

weeksweeks before ChristmasChnstmas , mymy-

Attatah
my-

AttatahAttatah (grandfather ) dies in thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks hospital .. He waswas-

Dad's
was-

Dad'sDad'sDads' father and the last of mymy-

grandparents
my-

grandparentsgrandparents to die . His bodybody-

was
body-

waswas returned to Kotzebue forfor-

the
for-

thethe funeral
funeralThe
The flight home was the longlong-long-

est
¬.-

est of my life . IIamam remindedreminded-
ofof it every time I hear SiouxSioux-

singer
Sioux-

singersinger Floyd Westerman'sWestermans' songsong-

about
song-

aboutabout the return of his mother'smothersmother's-
body

mother's-
body

'

body home for burial . "OnlyOnly"Only-
thirty.five

"Only-
thirtyfive

"
thirty-fivethirtyfivethirty.fivethirtyfive-. more miles and you'llyoullyou'll-
be

you'll-
be

'
be free ," sings Floyd . I knewknew-

that
knew-

thatthat I would not return toto-

school
to-

schoolschool.. I knew I did not wantwant-

to
want-

toto be a lawyer .

Attatah'sAttatahs' body rested in thethe-

newlybuilt
the-

newlybuiltnewly-builtnewlybuilt- Friends Church nearnear-

the
near-

thethe center of the village . OutOut-Out-

side
¬.-

side , the ground was brown andand-

grassy
and-

grassygrassy . Kotzebue did not getget-

much
get-

muchmuch snow that winter . TheThe-

wind
The-

windwind blew cold and dry airair-

from
air-

fromfrom the Chukchi Sea acrossacross-

the
across-

thethe village . It was refreshing ,

but the reason for my returnreturn-
spoiled

return-
spoiledspoiled my homecoming .

I was disappointed that thethe-

funeral
the-

funeralfuneral couldcouldnotnot take place inin-

the

in-

thethe old church where AttatahAttatah-
had

Attatah-
hadhad played his violin duringduring-

services
during-

servicesservices for most of his adultadult-

life
adult-

lifelife . He looked completely atat-

rest

at-

restrest ,. as if ready for death . II-

remember

I-

rememberremember admiring that disdis-dis-

tinguished

¬.-
tinguishedtin ished crop of white hair

and his hands .

My earliestearhest memories are ofof-

his
of-

hishis hands . HeIle would call me toto-

Ium
to-

harthimIumhart with them , to his rockingrockmgrockmg-

chair
rocking-

chairchair . With his big hands , hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould lift me to his11Is knee . AndAnd-

wIth
And-

withwith his hands , helie wouldwouldseeseesee-

how
see-

howhow much I had grown . WhenWhen-

he
When-

hehe saw that I was stillstilI growinggrowlllg ,

he would gringnn and laugh . WhenWhen-

he
When-

hehe laughed , his hands wouldwould-

laugh
would-

laughlaugh too on my shoulders .

His hands were those of aa-

netm
a-

netm9kernetmakernetm9kernetm ker.. Skilled and strong ,

they appearedappearedreadyready to stitchstItch-

another
stitch-

anotheranother sturdy knot.. AttatahAltatahAltatah-
became

Attatah-
becamebecame blindblindasas a young man .

hisIus hands were very importantimportant-
toto him . And , to me , theytheywerewerewere-

hke
were-

likelikehke his11Is gringln! or his voicesoiceolce . II-

watched

I-

watchedwatched his hands like otherother-

people
other-

peoplepeople watched eyes .

Toward the endendofof his1115 life ,

after his wife died , many of hishis-

fnends
his-

friendsfriendsfnends were gone ,. When hehe-

found
he-

foundfound an old friend , they talkedtalked-

about
talked-

aboutabout the way of lifehfe inIII thethe-

north
the-

northnorth . Few were left who knewknew-

stones
knew-

storiesstoriesstones of the days of KotzebueKotzebue-
Eskimos

Kotzebue-
EskimosEskimos .

I can hardly remember whatwhat-

sounds
what-

soundssounds came from that househouse-

before
house-

beforebefore Effie died . After sheshe-

died
she-

dieddied , and he was alone muchmuch-

of
much-

ofof the time , the only soundssounds-

were
sounds-

werewere of his rocking chair , andand-

the
and-

thethe chimesclumes from his clock , oror-

the
or-

thethe windwindIfif it was blowing .

Attatah'sAttatahs' was the most peacepeace-peace-

ful
peace-

ful
¬-

ful house in the village towardtoward-

the
toward-

thethe end . SometimesSometunes , he liked toto-

play
to-

playplay his violinVlollII . He would playplay-

aa jig or a hymm that some oldold-

trader
old-

tradertrader taught him many yearsyears-

ago
years-

agoago . It always sounded good .

As he played , his fingers danceddanced-

and
danced-

andand his head nodded and his faceface-

would
face-

wouldwould grimace .
*

When he finishedfilllshed , he wouldwould-

grin
would-

gringrin and laugh , and I would askask-

him
ask-

himhim to play some more . II-

always

I-

alwaysalways loved to ask him to playplay-

for
play-

forfor me .

He stopped when he got tired ,

andandrockedrocked in his chair , andand-

sometimes
and-

sometimessometimes he would fall asleep .

When I was small , I would shakeshake-

him
shake-

himhim awake tototct.. ask for the moneymoney-
he

money-
hehe always gave me for crackercracker-
jacks

cracker-
jacksjacks .

Actually , I never really diddid-

shake
did-

shakeshake him , I just made a noisenoise-

and
noise-

andand he would tellteU me to waitwait-

while
wait-

whilewhile he opened his coin pursepurse-

to
purse-

toto give me a quarter . WhenWhen-

II got older , I let him sleep . 1II-

I

I-

II would sneakSeak out and fix thethe-

wooden
the-

woodenwooden latch . Now his house isis-

boarded
is-

boardedboarded up .

Sometimes , as I stop whilewhlle

passing , I try to fool myselfmyselfintointoIIItoIIIto-

thlllkmg
into-

thinkingthinkingthlllkmg that I could hear thethe-

vIOlin

the-

violinviolin or the chairchal! or chimesclllmes ofof-

the
of-

thethe clock . But IIalwaysalways stopstop-

as

stop-

asas I pass . I wish that I hadhad-

asked
had-

askedasked him more about the oldold-

lImes
old-

timestimeslImes inm Kotzebue , and I wishwish-

that
wish-

thatthat 1I knewkn w how to singslOg hishis-

songs
his-

songssongs .

HisIllsthis deathdeathwaswas more than thethe-

loss
the-

lossloss ofofaa relativerelallve . HelieIle hadhadaa veryvery-

special
very-

specialspecial wisdom whichwlllch IIshallshallshall-

spend
shall-

spendspend the rest of my lifehfe tryingtrylllgtrylllg-

to
trying-

toto definedefme . The gravel and dirtdirt-

of
dirt-

ofof beautifulbeaul1ful Kotzebue earth waswas-

lead
was-

leadleadleadIIIleadininIII my hand when I threwthrew-

Itit on his coffin From him , II-

havehave somethingsomethlllg thatthdt must alwaysalways-

be
always-

bebe a great part of my lifelife-

Kotzebue
life-

KotzebueKotzebue villagers knew him asas-

Johnny
as-

JohnnyJohnny Richards To me , he isI-
SAttatah

is-

AttatahAttatahAttatah-

A1INAHAIINAIIA1INAHA1INAH-

NoNo sacred songsong-

or
song-

oror pretty sunsetsunset-

ever
sunset-

everever soothed my soulsoul-

as
soul-

asas much as watchingwatcilingwatciling-
Ahnah

watching-
AhnahAhnah comb her hairhair-

No

hair-

NoNo skinskmskin-

many
skm-

many
skin-

manymany decades youngeryounger-
ever

younger-
ever

younger-
everever felt so soft and warmwarm-

as

warm-

as

warm-

asas from the firmfirm-

gentle
firm-

gentle
firm-

gentlegentle graspgrasp-

from
grasp-

from
grasp-

fromfrom Ahnah'sAhnahs' hands .

No laughterlaughter-
waswas such love and truth ,

heard abundantlyabundantly-
asas Ahnah'sAhnahs' mirth .

No smilesmtlesmile-

was
smtle-

was
smile-

waswas ever so generousgenerous-
from

generous-
from

generous-
fromfrom eyes , lips , and wrinkleswnnkleswrinkles-
and

wnnkles-
and

wrinkles-
andand so easy to returnreturn-
as

return-
as

return-
asas Ahnah'sAhnahs' smile .

No lifehfelife-

was
hfe-

was
life-

waswas ever as beautifullybeautifully-
summed

beautIfully-
summed

beautifully-
summedsummed
summedin
in such a peacefulpeaceful visagevisage-
asas Ahnah s death .

When in sorrowsorrow-
II remember her laughterlaughter-
and

laughter-
and

laughter-
andand her smilesmllesmile-

in
smlle-

in
smile-

inin spite of tears .

Thank you for your lifeMe ,

Ahnah
Ahnahfor

,

.forfor-for.- for none can live asas-

you
as-

you
as-

youyou did ever again .

Thank you for your lovelove-

My
love-

MyMy Ahnah , my grandmother .

I remember youyou-

and
you-

andand loveJove youyou-

always
you-

alwaysalways .


