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After a long lulllullofofofnearlynearlynearlydnnearlyandnandn-

exact
an-

exactexact full year , the Bureau ofof-

IndlJn
of-

IndianIndianIndlJn AffairsAffatts ( B1ABIA ) at last hashas-

aa new Indian Commissioner apap-apap-

pointed
¬.-

pointedpomted by the PresidentPre ldent , concon-con-

firmed
¬.-

firmed by the U.SUSV.SVS. . Senate ,. andand-

formally
and-

formallyformally sworn into officeoflceofl ce byby-

Ihe

by-

thetheIhe Secretary of the InteriorIntenorInterior-
Morris

Intenor-
Morris

Interior-
MorrisMorris Thompson , 34 , an AthAth-Atb-AtbAth-

abascan
Atb-

abascan

¬-

abascan Indian from Tanana ,

Alaska and the fifth IndianndlanI inIn-

history
in-

historyhistory to head that trouble-troubletrouble-
plagued

trouble-
plagued

-.

plagued agency , wasw dS swornswum intomtomto-

uffice
into-

officeofficeuffice here on the morningmornmg ofof-

Dec
of-

DecDec ._ 3 by InteriorInteTlOT SecretarySecretary-
Roger

Secretary-
RogersRogersRoger C.BCB.. Morton ,. who perper-per-

sonally
per-

sonally

¬-

sonally hadhadsubmittedsubmitted ThompThump-ThumpThomp-Thumps-

on's

Thomps-

on's

¬-

son'-
s

son-
s

son'-
s

son-
s

son'-
s

son-
s' name to the White HouseHouse-

on
House-

onon Sept.. 1III1I as his11Is personalpersonJI choicechoice-

to
choice-

toto fill that vacant post..

Six days earlierear her the SenateSenaSenate-

had
tete-

hadhad by "unanimousunanimous"unantmousunantmous" consent "

confirmed Thompson in officeoffice-

following
office-

followingfollowing that recommendationrecommendatIOn-
from

recommendation-
fromfrom PresidentPresJdent Richard M . NixonNixon-

and
Nixon-

andand a like recommendation fromfrom-

aa votingvotmg quorum of the SenateSenate-

Interior
Senate-

InteriorInterior and Insular Affairs ComCom-Com-

mittee
Com-

mittee
¬-

mittee on Nov 26 , which waswas-

the
was-

thethe Senate committeecommlllee responsiresponsI-responsI-
ble

responsi-
ble

¬-

ble for the review of the nominomI-nomI-

natIOn
nomi-

nation
¬-

nation .,

On Monday , Dec . 3 , ThompThomp-Thomp-
son

¬-

son took the followingfollowmg oath asas-

Indian
as-

IndianIndian CommissionerCommissioner-
"I"II"' will support and defenddefend-

Ihe
defend-

thetheIhe ConstitutionConshtutlon of the UnitedUnited-

States
United-

StatesStates against all enemies , for ¬.

eign and domestic , that I willwill-

bear
will-

bearbear true faith and allegiance

to theIh .: sameJmc , thatthJt I taketJke thistlm obob-obob-

ItgJtlJn
ob-

ligation

¬-

ligationItgJt\lJnItgJtlJn\ treelyreelyfreely! ,. without jnyany menmen-men-

tal

men-

tal

¬-

taltalreservationreservation orur purposepurpo'iepurpoie' ofofeVJofevaevaeVJeva-eva-

sion

¬'-

sionIon ,. and that I will wellwellJnJwellandandJnJJnJ-

faithfully
and-

faithfullyfaithfully discharge the dutiesdutle ofof-

Ihe

of-

thetheIhe officeoflceofl ce on which I jmJillam aboutJboutJbout-
to

about-

toto enter So help me God ".
Thompson was required toto-

sign

to-

signsign an appointment affidavitdffidavil upup-up-
holdmg

up-

holding
-¬-

holdingholdmg the text of his oathDath ,. inmin-inin-

cluding

¬.-

cludingcludmg affirmationsafl rmatlons that helie wasWwas-

not
lSlS-

not
<

not participatingpartlclpahng nor would parpar-par-

ticipate
par-

ticipate

¬-

ticipate in any employee strikestnkestnke-
agamst

strike-

againstagainstagamst the federal government ,

andJnd thatthJt neither helie nor110r anyoneJnyoneJnyone-
In

anyone-
inmIn hisIlls behalfbehJlf hadhJd "givengiven" ,. transtrJm-trJmtrans-trJm-
ferred

trans-

ferred

¬-

ferred , promisedpruffiJsed or paid " anyJny-Jnyany-Jny-
tiling

any-

thing

¬-

thingtilingthinginin10 the expectationexpectJtlon of rere-

celvmg

re-

ceivingceivmgcelvmgceiving assistance in securingsecurmg apJp-Jpap-Jp-
pOlntment

ap-

pointment
-¬-

pointmentpOlntment as theIhe IndianIndlJn CommisCommlsCommis-Commis-

sioner

¬,-

sionerSlOnl'rSlOnlr'sionerThompsonSlOnl'rThomponThompsonThomp\onThompon\ thereby assumedasassumed-

all

umedumed-

allall the responsibilities temporaritemporantemporari-temporari-
ly

¬.-

lyIy vestedvestedinin10 MarvinMarvtn L FranklinhankllO ,

who this pastpasl Feb . 7 was apap-apap-

potnted
ap-

pointed
¬-

pointedpotnted Assistant to10 thetile InteriorIntl'rtorIntlrtor'

Secretar\SecretarSecretartiSecretarloretrtJl.: \ lorfor IndianInJlan Affairs" "Jlr\"JlrJlr"JlrdrlJ" \ anddrlJdriddrlJ-

who
drid-

whowho wasWJ ' atdl thatthJt time empowerempower-empower-
ed

¬.-

ed withwllh allJII the rightsnghts andandresponresponrespon-respon-

slhllltles
respon-

sibilities
¬-

sibilitiesslhllltles olotof the positionpo rll< J1I of theIheIhe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian Commissioner'ommlomml(' sloner by an InteInte-Inte-

nor

¬.-

riornor executive actionJll1lJn calledcJlledcJlled.Icalledacalled-

"secretarial
a.II..-

I"secretanal"secretarialsecretarial"secretanalsecretanal"secretanalorder"secretarialorder" order..
" ThatTIIJt orderorder-

was
order-

waswas rescindedre\ClndedreClndedreClndedonrescindedon\ on theIh .: morningmornmgmorningutot01ut01-

Dec
ut-

DecDec . 3 , justlustJu t prior to the takingtakrngtakrng-

of
taking-

ofof the oath by ThompsonThomponThomp on FrankFrank-Frank-

lin

¬.-

linIIn himselfIlIm elf wasW l< expected toit ) rere-rere-

mJm

re-

main

¬-

mainmJm atIt< the Interior DepartmentDepJrtmentDepJrtment-
to

Department-
toto assistJSSISt ThompsonThomponThomp on acrossacrms a briefbrief-

penod
brief-

periodperiodpenodpenodofperiodofof transitiontrJnsltlon asd Thompsonfhompsonfhompson-
took

Thompson-
tooktook chargeclwge of the BIA . Then itIt-

IS

it-

Isis expectedexpetled thatIhlt, 1IIrankl1l1Iranklinranklinrankl1l1 , whowho-

now
who-

nownow fillsf lblb.Ia.II. rolerule wnhWllhwith advisoryadvl\oryadvloryadvlory-
power

advisory-

powers
\

powerspower on IndianIndlJn policy equivaequlv.l-equlv.lequiva-equlv.l-

lent
equiva-

lent
. ¬-

lent to thosethoe, ofot hisf1l predecessorpredce\\orpredceor.: \ \ ,

MsM Wilma VictorVltlor , willwilloonwillsoonsoon\oonoon\ leaveleJveleJve-

Intenor
leave-

InteriorInteriorIntenor altogetheraltogether-
Welcoming

altogether-
Welcoming

altogether-
WelcomingWelcoming ThompsonThomponThomp on aboardJboJrdJboJrd-

at
aboard-

atat InteriorIntenor , Morton inIII aJ publicpublic-

statementstatementtat ment declareddeclJred helie was conficonlconfi-confi-

dent
¬.-

dent ThompsonThomp on would provideprovldprovide-

continued

provide-

continued

.:
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MorrisMorrisContinued
( Continued fr .mm<,. m page 1)11)-

the

)

Iluthe: lI11peIUimpetus (00to( beglllbegin "aa" " new elJeraelJ-
fur

era-

forfurfor AmeflcanAmerican InJIJIlSIndians , WeMeWe.1111\\.1111.1111wantwant-

to
\ .111-

1to

.
to WUIwork together wIth IIIJI.IIIIIIJIIIIIndianIIIJI.II-

Ipeople

Indian-

people
.

people U1to JcorJaccord, wllhwith IIIlthe' PrcPresiPresi-

dent's
11-

JClltJCllt\JClltdent'sdentsJCllt111(0111\' 111\(0111111(01110111historic\ ( : IIICSSJgemessage to thethe-

Congrc
the-

CongressCongrcCongress III July 1970 ThcThe polpotpot1-

Llev1\11ot1L, )\ otof tins11mthis administrationldmllll\IJIOI1ldmllllIJIOI1, \ [ ( willwlilwlil-
clJ'lItmuc

wil-

lcontinue
'

continueclJ'lItmucclJlItmuc to hebe oneol1eol1etlitof( \tt\ advancingJJVJIIClIIgJJVJIIClIIg-

thc
advancing-

thethethc opportunitiesUpportUllllle ot01of our IndianIlIdIJ/IlIdIJIlIdIJ-

cltlleliS
Indian-

cititens
/
;

citi/enscitienscltlleliScititens/ forfur self-determinationselfdeterminationself.detcrll1ll1Jtlollselfdetcrll1ll1Jtlollself-determutaliondetermutalion-.
,.

without terminationlerml11JllOIi olof thethepespe\pepespe-
cial

\pe-

clalcialclal lederaltederJIfederaltederJIrelJllol1sllIpfederalrelattonshipwtillrelationshiprelJllol1sllIprelJllol1sllIpllhrelattonshipwtillwith\\llhllh\ llhrcretrefrcref-
ogniied

,
ogm/edogmedoglil/'doglil'ddogniied// ,' IndianIIIJIJI1 tribesInbe\Inbe\ "


