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111111LettersLetters from Here and There iil

. .
December 4 ., 19731973-

Mr

1973-

MrMr . Howard Rock , EditorEditor-
TUNDRA

Editor-
TUNDRATUNDRA TIMESTIMES-

Box
TIMES-

BoxBox 12871287-

Fairbanks
1287-

FairbanksFairbanks , Alaska 9970199701-

Dear

99701-

DearDear Howard .

An article appeared in thethe-

November
the-

NovemberNovember 28 issue of thethe-

TUNDRA
the-

TUNDRATUNDRA TIMES concerningconcerning-
housing

concerning-
housinghousing at the Arctic coastalcoastal-

village
coastal-

villagevillage of WamwrightWainwright WhereasWereasWereas-
I

Whereas-
I

' ,

I do not wish to comment pnonon-

eIther
on-

eithereither the merits of the arguargu-argu-

ment
argu-

ment
¬-

ment nor the actual conditionsconditions-
eXisting

conditions-
existingexisting , having not visited thethe-

Wainwright
the-

WainwrightWamwrightWainwright area since 1971 , I dodo-

wish
do-

wishwish to take strong exception toto-

two
to-

twotwo statements that appeared inIn-

the
In-

thethe article since they dealdeill withwith-

construction
with-

constructionconstruction in an area havinghaving-

cold
having-

coldcold permafrost ..

The statements , "ShimmyingShimmying"Shimmying-
the

"

the houses after a thaw is nene-nene-

ce
ne-

cessary

¬-

cessaryce SarY for Arctic living ,
" andand-

"What
and-

"What"WhatWhat" everyone needs is a jackJack-
to

jack-

toto jacklack up the houseshouse - that'sthatsthat's-
Just

that's-
just

'

just part of the game , " are utterutter-

nonsense
utter-

nonsensenonsense and a blot on thethe-

knowledge
the-

knowledgeknowledge that Alaskans havehave-

gained
have-

gainedgained working the Arctic areasareas-

for
areas-

forfor the last quarter centurycent.JrycentJrycentary. .

The truth is that the northernnorthern-
coastal

northern-
coastalcoastal area of Alaska is one ofof-

the
of-

thethe easiesteaslo'steaslost' areas in the entirefntlrefntlre-
state

entire-
StateState into which to constructconstruct-
housing

construct-
housinghousing with a foundation asas-

solid
as-

solidsolid as if it were built on solidsolid-

rock
solid-

rockrock The idea that shimmyingshimmYing-

houses
shimmying-

houseshouses after a thaw is necessarynecessary-
only

necessary-
onlyonly if the houses aren'tarent' concon-con-

structed
con-

structed

¬-

structed properly ThereThe e areare-

examples
are-

examplesexamples of many properlypfoperlypfoperly-
constructed

properly-
constructedconstructed houceshall'eshalleshouses' at BarrowBarrow-

which
Barrow-

whichwhich is inm a permafrost areaarea-

sImilar
area-

similarsimilar to that found at WamWain-WainWain-

wrrght
Wain-

wright

¬-

wrightwrrght.. A 45,00045000, square footfoot-

laboratory
foot-

laboratorylaboratory has sat at BarBapBari> owJW andand-

many
and-

manymany large structures , supsup-sup-

porting

¬.-

porting very considerable floorfloor-

weIghts
floor-

weightsweights , sit in the Prudhoe BayBay-

area
Bay-

areaarea Not only are these

structures unrruveableunmoveableunm .:veable> , butbut-
they

but-
theythey sitst, there without settlesettle-settsettle-
ment

Ie-IeIe-

ment
¬-

ment , unless torn down orO-
rburned

or-

burrtedburriedburnedburrted down , long after any ofof-

us

of-

usus now living are3re gone .
I would greatly appreciateappreciate-

your
appreciate-

youryour publishing this letter inmm-

an
in-

anan attempt to correct an erer-erer-

roneous
er-

roneous
¬-

roneous impression
impressionSincerely

SincerelySmcerely ,

Max CC.. BrewerBrewer-

Commissioner
Brewer-

CommissionerCommissionerCommissioner-

Deane

Commissioner-

DeaneDeane Williams andand-
Eva

and-
EvaEva DavidDavid-

Allakaket
David-

Allakaket
David-

AllakaketAllakaket StateSlate SchoolSchool-

December
School-

DecemberDecember 4 , 19731973-

Tundra

1973-

TundraTundra TimesTITimes-

Fairbanks
mesmes-

FairbanksFairbanks , AlaskaAlaska-

Dear

Alaska-

DearDear SirSir-

We

SIr-

We

Sir-

WeWe would like some magamaga-maga-

zmes
maga-

zines

¬-

zineszmes for cuttingcuttmg out picturespIctures-

for
pictures-

forfor scrapbooks and other propro-pro-

jects

¬.-

jects . We are especiallyes peclally inIn-InIn-

terested
in-

terested
¬-

terested in some things that havehave-

to
have-

toto do with Alaska , but anyany-any-

thIng
any-

thing

¬-

thing will do . So anyone whowho-

has
who-

hashas old magazines to give awayaway-

we
away-

wewe would like to have themIhem ,

send us somesome-

ThankThank You ,

Deane WilliamsWi/IIamsWiIIams/ and Eva DavidDavid-

Nulato

David-

NulatoNulatoNulalo , AlaskaAlaAlaska-

Dec
kaka-

DecDec 3 , 19731973-

Dear

1973-

DearDear Friend Mr Howard Rock ,

All these years I have beenbeen-

wrltmg
been-

writingwritingwrltmg to10 you since 1962 whenwhen-
II started to work at MurphyMurphy-

Dome
Murphy-

DomeDome , and it was to try to getget-

the

get-

thethe land settlement and the manman-

that
man-

thatthat asked me and told me to dodo-

It

do-

itit was Charles Purvis , a WhiteWhIte-

man
White-

manman
manAt

At the time I didn'tdidnt' thmithtnLthinethtnL-

too
thine-

tootoo much aboutaboul it but every

. .
weekend he'dhed' find me with thethe-

Tundra
the-

TundraTundra Times paper in his handshands-

and
hands-

andand started to explain everyevery-

paragraph
every-

paragraphparagraph inm itIt..

Then I started to write NowNow-

after
Now-

afterafter we got the land settlementsettlement-
wewe don/tdontdOll'ldOllldon'tdont/' get no money yet , wewe-

poor
we-

poorpoor people here on the YukonYukon-

River
Yukon-

RiverRiver If we get so much here atat-

Nulato
at-

NulatoNulato , every sixSI )( monthsmonlhs , wewe-

could
we-

couldcould d'videdvidedivide' itII to10 each familyfamily-

There
family-

ThereThere aiealeare lot of Kids here WeWe-

could
We-

couldcould raise them with tratteatItteat-

money
atat-

moneymoney , and me I'llIll' drinkdronk mymy-

hJrl
my-

shareshare\hJrlhJrl\ ' That'sThats' thoIhrthe way I want mymy-

land
my-

landland money and the people herehere-

are
here-

areare the same way We need thethe-

money
the-

moneymoney now . I would go downdown-

to
down-

toto Anchorage right now for thatthaIthaI-

Tundra
that-

TundraTundra Times banquetbanquet-
II rnademade 23 hundred dollarsdoolarsdoolars-

and
dollars-

andand the government took $830830$830-

out
$830-

out
$$

out ofofItit I don'tdontdan'tdant' know what foiforfoi-

Fred

for-

FredFred StickmanStlckmanStickman-
P

Stlckman-
PP S5 . Merry ChristmasChllStmas to allall-

my
all-

mymy friendsfrrends and everybodyeVCfybody .


