The energy crisi

Rural Dévelopment, Electrification Endangered By Crisis

and its effects on the State of Alaska

was one of the topics under discussion at the November

meeting of the Alaska Rural Development Council.
RurAL CAP staff member Stewart Carlo attended the

sessions and commented that the State’s presentation

essentially — went over federal
regulations and the problems
faced in allocating fuel  for
various sectors of the ecconomy.
A 107 fuel reserve (oil, diesel,

gas, cte) s bemg held tor
emergencies.
Another  presentation was

given by M. January, Union
Oil distibutor manager for
Alaska. He swd that, Tike the
State, they will try to distribute
oil products according to public
and still follow guidelines made
by both State and federal e
gulations,

In explaimng the oil com-
pany’s position,  Mr. January
stated that the American society
which represents 6% of the
world population, uses 367 of
the world energy.

Loyd Hodson, General Man-
ager of Alaska Village Flectric
Cooperative, told the group that
some villages are going through
atransitional economic devel-
opment process where the use of
fuel is becoming increasingly
important for diesel generators
supplying clectricity

There are 16 new area high
schools that are to be provided
with electric power by AV
but with a 15% cut in fuel al-
locations  being made by the

State,  Mr. Hodson explained
that AVEC'S ability to supply

power 1o the new facilites
would be injeopardy
In g recent resolution, bush

ai carniers have urged  the
federal government 1o case the
restrictive  rationing and - cut
backs on aviation fuel because
of the essential nature of
transportation anrural Alaska,
where there are no roads o
adequate  Transportation 5SS
tem for medical emergencies,
treight and mail deliveries, cte

It is common practice that
bush Alaska has o wait for a
week or ten dayvs, and i osome
cases even donger for
due o weather and tield con-
ditionsa and  the poor trans-
portation  network  currently
exiting,

These factors, compounded

NCIVICC,

with drastic reductions in fuel
allocations,  will make  these
extraordinary — waiting periods
even longer,  working severe

hardship on the people fving
inextremely harsh winter con
tions

As this paper goes 1o press,
Wien  Alaska Aithines has an
nounced that there will he oo
Sunday flights atter the first of
January, 1974



