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Medicine Man Makes Walrus Tusk Melt
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Great silence settled in the spac-
fous galgee (community gathering
hall) as Unalig prepared ta perform.
Someone swallowed and it could be
keard clearly.

The ahogatkuq ¢‘medicine man)
began his quiet chant in weird in-
tonations. As he progressed. a huge
walrus tusk undulated rythmically
in his hands as if it was daneing in
ethereal atmosphere The tusk
moved so skillfully. ot seemgd ahve

Chicf Attungowruk sat i his
customed scat an the buck eenter of
the huge room He was paying vapt
attention the medicime man a
the latter intoned in cerie volumes

The flames of six Jarge whale oil
lamps fll(‘k_t'xul restlessly.  They
seemed to be in perfect harmony
with the performance in progress

~ An Invitation

The day before, Chief Attungow-
ruk and Unalig had met on the
north beach by chance. Unalig was
a valued friend of the Chief. They
had chatted amiably. The medicine
man was about ten years older than
his friend who was around 29 years
old at the time,

“Unaliq, fal! time is alwavs the
dull time of year.” the Chicf had
said, “and not much is going on as
usual. How would you like to come
to our galgee tomorrow night and
show us some of your new aeconip-
lishments in the arts of the ahngat-
kuqgs?”
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Unaliq smiled modestly  before
answering,
“Ahnpgnagon  (Cousiny, 1 have

been concentrating on one for quite
some time now and I think I have it
just about perfected. If you wish,
T'll do what I can to convince you
and the people you invite”

The two men were counsing three
times removed but their relation-
ship was as if they were first
cousins,

“That is very good, Unaliq.” At-
tungowruk answered. “I'll have my
women prepare enough food  for
about fifty people.”

At the time, the Chief of Tikiqaq
(Point Hope) had five wives. When
he was murdered in 1 he had
eight, one of which, his fust and
favorite wife
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Qinuwanna, he mur-
dered by tragic error while under
a heavy influence of hquorn

Thut evenimg and the next day,
the Chief had o young man notify
the members of the Qeamagtutig. o
northside whaling grous whieh he
headed. The othier pronanent gonp
wus the Ungasaosikag. the soath
group. These goouns were moo o

less triendly vivals t otizht te
outde the other in v
Crewd Gathers

People beean to gather for Una-
lig's performance of the evening,
Food was brought jnto the galece
by Attunkowruk's wives and other
women, There was muktuk  and
qorq (frozen whale meat). botled
caribou, walrus .and oogruk meats,

There was a festive mood wrong
the people as they ate and the in-
terior of the galgee hummed with
multiple conversations interspersed
with easy laughter. When the meal
was just about over, Attungowruk
announced in a loud voice:

“Before my  ahngnaqon  begins
his pesformance tonight, Tingmeak
wil Itell us a short legend about a
person who was mmvited by Alling-
naq. the dweller o fthe moon ™

Tingmeak, a white haired old man,
told the legend in a colorful and
dramatic manner. He was of
the Chief's favorite storytellers and
L had told many of them in Attun-
Fowuk's own sod igloo.

Quiet Audience

The audience was quiet during
Tinemeak’s rendition ofthe legend
When he finished, there were re-
marks of approval and then silence
settled once again as the crowd be-
.came expectant of Unaliq's perform-

“And now, my people, ahngnaqa-
tiga (my cousin) is goin gto perform
his magic,” Attunkowruk said in a
moderate voice but which scemed
loud in the quietness of the qalgee.

“I don’t know what he is going
to show us tonight but I want every-
one of you to watch very closely so

ailes caught
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you won't miss anything ahngnaqa-
tige. might do’ Whatever it 1
know it will be very interesting

Tuvra ahsin, ahngnaqon, ahne
gatkorquragim.”  *And’ now. my

is,

cousin, you may perform your medi-
cipe ) Attunkowruk directed,
Man Unto Himself
Unaliq, who had been  sitting
quictly. .pensively, hardly  noticed
his Chief's request. He was ;g man
unto himself. He seemed detached
from the veople around him He
rose clowly and walked to the cen-
ter of the audience He took has
Light parka off and tossed it aside
He wus naked to waist

He sat down on the floor, his Tegs)
formine o Von front of Lt
hands wes 4 huse wah tisk e
was unsmling Hes face was pinched

set -a starn His eves were
narvowed to almost mere shits butfy
' the people could not- mistike the
intense concentoation i ther

 He was now holding the tusk in
both hinds s 1of he was afrand 1],

might escape All eyes n the qalgee
stured at him with expectant fascin-
ation. He looked down at the tusk
intensely —penetratingly

An settled i
the huge room Someone swallowed
nervously and it could be heard
every corner of the qalgee

The Chant

Unaliq began to chant in tiny
plaintive sounds as if he was afraid
to distwrb  something  that  was
asleep. He <lowly raised the tusk
his head to about forty-five
degree angle from his eyes, looking
at it mtensely—stendily. His chants
began  to get gradually
They assued forth cerily —weirdly

awesome stillness n

over

lotder

After what seemed a lengthy per-
iod, Unaliq lowered the tusk to thel
level of his chest His eyes never

left the obicet in his hands,

His chant took on 4 rythmic sound
and he started to undulate the tusk
in time with it, very gently at first
The undulation increased until the
vory seemed to move jn-fluid mo-
tions beautiful, rythmic
scene and it was perfectly coordin-|

It was a

wist until cach end was almost com
pletely opposite of its oryginal post

tion - a strange phenomenon indeed!

Unaltg vas  eomg round  and
vround all the while always with
rythmic movenments and the aud
ience saw what  was happenimg
every moment of the tnne There

wete audible gasps of siprise fron
the crowd gt wignessed the basain
perfornutice

Attunuowruk

Chier AUSTE
Prista as anyone else atd o .
flected o his faee oy tievee 1
Clutio Wl as b (L tistact
) [N o e vy ile o

tay
The Solid Clatter

The chasit of fhe reedicin 4
gan  to decreas He
stonped the twiste e on the
wery s He now e bt alofe

e T s
movenments Thy
oyt 1y
crack low 1

ot o il the el
N they ' " it

As the chant s 1 oatan
the walrus tusk was o ats T
form As soon as it happened Wb
tossed the tusk gently into the o
It dvopped on the floor with oopeat
clatter  scasawing  craaly  on s
natural curve antil it was stll

Exhausted Man

As soon as he fossed the jvory
Unahq slamped to the floor s
head dropped forward He was com
pletely exhausted from what must
hiave been o super-human eftort of
concentiation He was unaware of
the excettement thal had crupted n
the galecs

Uniible to qu beheve what he
had secn. Chief Attunkow uk canu
forward and picked ub the wahu
ivory He turned it round and pound
mn his hoinds and anspected ot He
took the root end of ot g his ool
wand and pounded the driftwood

floor with the rounde
The force of the
forceful enough to

tions on the wooden tloor

d point

pounding
ake
The sound

Wus

mndenta-

of the biows resounded in the hinuc

ated room. He gave the ivory to one of
As he chanted, Unaliq pulled ir the men anthe audience who in-
his legs carefully and slowly gotfsPected it
on his feet. Every movement hd Almost eversone anothe qulgee
made seemed to flow along with higSeretinized the tusk with awee but
intnations. The  smooth wavingfall oy found wis s own il
motion o fthe object in his handgStte solilund veal
continued  undisturbed  as (f - the Regain, Strength
man had not moved. his pentrating] 11 Was sonie tine hofere Unalig
eyes contmuilly on it reginned his o strength 1 became
Onee on his feet, he began (o g his own soding <elf onee aeain al-
round slowly to his pight as hagtioush there s o look of extas-
chant mereased gradually an vol-Jtien o face Heosha v ithe
ume. His volce was plamtive uestions of the poople ol
steady and perfeetly attuned to thefo e did the ot
motion of the task e his hands tucal - perforense - Attaiaouk
As he swung his body i measured|Wos no les Ll
movements round and round, the| AR how did you ever
people in the audience noticed beadsfretieve  that particale performa
of sweat on his forehead. His facefanee”” the Chict asked
Unaliq smoded politely bt didn't

was flushed now but it still had the

same intense look of concentration fay i word forseveral moments He
He was completely oblivious to thefpad great vespeer tor s Chief and
people around him friend. but just the <anme e would
The ahnkatkuq began to perspipe[tot filly reveal his seeret
profusely and  drops  of  sweat “My ogranatather Wevagaaluk, on
started 1o fall one by one from sy mothes sude vy hrown to
protruded chin onto the floor of[lave performed what Tdid tonzht,
the qualzec. His torso 2“\!{“‘,“”\1( my tother andt tather had een
with the moisture in the fhickering [ Urabig. answernd - “Grand.
light of.the whale ol Limps father teaehit the chint to s moth-
The (rescendo er and shein o passed b on to
The volume of the plantive chant|™Me Her it bad conpleneonfi-
increased. Although 1t wa od-Jenee e and e riother had
erately lotd, 1t seemed o swel[COrplete contidenee i
mto great ereseendo probably due| The Chiet | dskotioe Tor a
to the backdrop of awesomie silence ot ond B e
At thie point Ungliq took hoid|down on the floor e e on
of the walrus tusk wt cach end with.[H face
out loss to the rythone mation The The Tribute
intensity  of  his conaentration| Just the sanu hgroaon vou
seemed  to inerease The  crowd|MVe #Ivea s gmost el treat
sensed that something was about[tORht and Tevvery satfied ™ At-
to happen H_lM!m‘ ruk said i g moderate voied,
Strange Phenomenon “The chant was the stiaeet one
I have cver heard Tu wie penetrat-

Unahig bad gripped the laee coot

g and beavtful

end of the walrus vary awith his o i

right hand an dhis {eft hand was on I "' “’l ')” ! ‘l"' n ll " 1yt

the narrow pointed cnd  [le made MO0 and then =adiin o Lonxs

. matiching -voree

a slow twisting motion In the en- W g )
: B an e e qorg g

suing  moments. o stranee  thing e ORI oG

kol o

happened. With the exertion of the
force, the 1vory tusk began to give

It was twisting perceptively —slowly
—as if it haq become soft! The
blackened” natural cracks curved

around with the motion
Thé medicine man kept up the
pressure and the ivory continued to|

the peopl



