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FredFred Lee BifeltBlteltBifel-

tHusliaAK
Bltelt-

Huslla
Bifelt-

HusliaHusliaAKHusllaHuslia , AK 9974699746-
November

99746-
November- . November 1414,197914197914,1979-

Dear

, 19791979-

DearDearDellJ EditorEdltEdltrEditorr :

I really enjoy reading the TunTun-Tun-
dra

¬-.
dradm Times and look forward toto-
many

to-
manymany more interesting articles .
It seems as though the Times'TImes"Times'"' "'has made substantial progressprogressprogress-
since

progress-
sincesince it moved to Anchorage ,
but there appears to be one propro-pro¬.-

publishedblemproblem. When the paper was pubpub-¬-
lished in Fairbanks , Native issuesIssUe-
sthroughout

issues-
throughoutthroughoutpublishedAlaska were publpubl-¬.-
ishedIsh d . Now that it'sits' based inIn-

Anchorage
in-

AnchorageAnchoragethoughthe, it seems as though
the newspaper has devoted mostmost-
of

most-
ofof it'sits' time and interest to southsouth-south-
easternsouthwestern

¬.-
eastern/southwesterneasternsouthwestern/ news . As II-
prevl

I-

previouslypreviouslyprevlreadingNativeusly stated I enjoy reading
Native issues and problems rereore-rereo-

gardless
re-

gardless
¬-

gardless of ethnic background .
I 'personallypersonally' would be appreappre-appre-

ciative
¬-

ciativeappreciativeif more Interior and NorNor-Nor-

them
¬.-

thernthem ' Alaska issues are printed .

For example : since the piplineplpUneplpUne-
has

pipline-
hashas been completed the cariboucaribou-
herds

caribou-
herdsherds In thetheKoyukukKoyukukKoyukuk valley nono-
longer

no-
longerlonger exist.. Why ? Is it a mattermatter-
of

matter-
ofof low repoductionrepo uction rate , bebe-bebe-

cause
¬.-

causeQUse of disease problems , overlyoverly-
abusive

overly-
abusiveabusive harvesting practices , or isIs-

it
is-

itpipelineit directly related to the pipepipe-¬.-
line ? I think the latter . AnotherAnother-
problem

Another-
problemproblem that most Alaskans areare-
aware

are-
awareaware of is the extremely highhigh-
suicide

high-
suicide

.
suicide Incidents in the NativeNative-
villages' villages . The survival ofot our NaNa-Na-

tive
Na-

tive
¬-

tive youth is vittalyvlttaly importantimportant-
toto our Native cultures .

Once when the Native AthaAtha-Atha-
bascans

¬.-
bascans lived in a primarily subsub-sub-
sistence

sub-
sistence

¬-

sistence economy ; inIn-Inaccordance- accordanceaccordance-
with

accordance-
withwith the seasons , life was diffidlffidiffi-diffi-

cult
¬.-

cult at times but was never toto-

harsh
to-

harshharsh for the Natives to manage .

, , .
. '

.
,{ ',

.

, .tt. .
-

. , ,

'TheThe' The problems'thatproblemsthatproblemproblems'thatproblemsthat' tha\thathaexisted\, existed thenthen-
were

then-
werewere of natural originsprlgins : floodingoodlng ,;
lackproblemsofof' food ,. transportation propro-.-
blerasblems ,;, diseases , etc , The'IbeIbe' elderselders-
always

elders-
alwaysalways got together to make thethe-
necessary

the-
necessarynecessary decisions and the pro ¬.
blems were contendedontendedcontendgd(! with . '

Now , 'eveneven'eveneven' In the ,. wisest of circlrcir-cirl-

cles
¬.-

clespeslcles , there aren'tarent' any .remedialremedial.remedlalremedlal. .remedlal-
answers

remedial-
answersanswers to ouroursulcldeoursuicide.suicidesuicide., problemsprblems .
We ask why are our young disdlsdis-disdis-
content

¬.-
content with lifellflifenowadaysnowadays .

Some people say it'sits' drugs , andand-
others

and-
othersothers say Jit'sJitsWs) t'sts' alcoholism . BothBoth-
of

Both-
ofof these are significant factorstactors ,
but I personally think that thethe-
primary

the-
primaryprimaryIdentitycrisisreason is an identityidentity-
crisiscrisis . Everyone in town knowknow-
the

know-
thethe joy iqIIIhi their heart whenwhen-
someone

when-
someonesomeone commend them forfor-

their
for-

theirtheir accomplishementsaccompllshements , likelike-
sewing

like-

sewlnsewingsewln $ , sledmakingsledmaklng , hunting ,
trapping , dogmushingdogmushlng , etc .
Something to identifyidentify-withidentifywith,.- with . .-

It was greatat whenwheI
*

our culturalcultural-
values

cultural-
valuesvalues , religionre lgion , language , andand-
standard

and-
standardstandard of living was prevalent .
Sure , we were poverty strickenstricken-
but

stricken-
butbut we were happy . Because wewe-
had

we-
hadhad our own beliefs and cuscus-cus-
toms

¬.-
toms.. Now that we'veweve'' become irIr-IrIr-

reversibly
Ir-

reversibly
¬-

reversibly assimilatedksimilatedilsslmilatedJntointonto thethe-
dominant

the-
dominantdominant Culture andljBveanObeand'bflveandbflve' acac-acac-

cepted
ac-

cepted
¬-

cepted their value systemsysem( : wewe-
are

we-
areare depressed a great deal . WeWe-

feel
We-

feelfeel as though we'rewere' being sterestereostere-stereo-

otvped
stere-

otyped
¬-

otypedotvped . Just a run of the millmill-
Native

mill-
NativeaboriginalrightsNative . We lost our aboriginalaboriginal-
rightsrights to our land , therefore , wewe-
have

we-
havehave to abide by the federal andand-
state

and-
statestate regulations . This angersangers-
every

angers-
everyevery Alaskan Native who mustmust-
turn

must-
turnturn to the land for means ofof-
subsisting

of-
subsistingsubsisting , becuase all we have isIs-

an
is-

anan advisory role in decisionsdecisions-
that

decisions-
thatthat willwin have directly effecteffect-
us

effect-
usthingslikeus in everyday life . When things
like this happen we get angry .

This Is when we begin to seesee-
vandalism

see-
vandalismvandalism , alcoholism , drugdrug-
abuse

drug-
abuseabuse , high crime rates , andand-
most

and-
mostmost disheartening of all is suisui-suisul-sul¬-

'
ccidecde)de victimsvictimvictimsThis.. ---ThisT- his-. '- This'IblsIbls' Is becausebecause-

I

because-
we'reI we'rewerewe '" tryingtrylng.totrylngto.toto., to release some ofof-

this
of-

thisthis maddening frustrationtrustratlon thatthat-
has

that-
hashas accumulatedacclUk1u1ated in allallotof usus-

Indians
us-

IndiansIndians . When willwUl we seesee-
preventlye

see-
preventivepreventivepreventlye programs that willwill-
really

will-
reallyreally get to the core of someSme ofof-

the
of-

thethe more fatal problems , in allall-

the
all-

thethe villagesvl11agea ? .

Sure there are agencies thatthat-

contend
that-

contendcontend with these , problems ,

but their in the citiescltles ; whichwhich-
Isis aIt long way from where everyevery-every-
body

¬.-
body is confusedcontused , frustrated , andand-
definitely

and-
definitelydefinitely tired of seeing ourour-
Native

our-
NativeNative youth lost.. We want ourour-

pride
our-

pridepride restored . I look forward toto-

any
to-

anyany agency Involved to reach outout-

and
out-

andand turn the "tidetide" " that'sthatsthat's-
breaking

that's-
breaking

'
breaking the backbone of our InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian , and Eskimo cultures .

Sincerely ,
FRED LEE BIFLETBIFLE-

TUnorganized. UnorganizedYIMp11i zed
zedCOmm

BoroughBoroIW1 concernsaJI1C8I1ISCOmm
concernsDecemberCOmmDecember

December 1010,1979101979, 19791979-

Mr

1979-

MrMr . Thomas Richards , Jr ._
Editor and.and. PublisherPublisher-
Tundra

Publisher-
TundraTundra Times
639 "II" " StreetStreet-
Anchorage

Street-
AnchorageAnchorage , Alaska 9950199501-

DearDear Tom :

Enclosed herewith is the letterletter-
II would hope that you wouldwould-
publish

would-
publishpublish for the benefitbenefitofof thethe-
people

the-
peopleunorganizedboroughpeople living in the unorganizedunorganized-
boroughborough . In reference to the unun-unun-
organized

¬.-
organized borough , I wouldwould-
hope

would-
hopehope that you could do us aa-

favor
a-

favorfavor if you could do a studystudy-
with

study-
withwith the regional non-profitnonprofitnonprofit-
corporations

nonprofit-
corporations

-

corporations on a consortiumconsortium-
basis

consortium-
basisbasis concerning ;

.
I

1)1) 'non-profit'nonnonprofit' -- service corporacorpora-corpora-
tions

corpora-
tions

¬-

tions created by the state legleg-legleg-

Islature
leg-

islature
¬-

islature , l.eleI.eIe.. . , housinghouslng authoritiesauthorities-
school

,,
school districts ,. coastalcoastal-
management

coastalcoastal-
managementmanagement , management andand-

polley
and-

policypolicypolley boardsboanls , boundariesboundaries-boundaries-
2)

.-
2)2) Impact of pro-developmentprodevelopmentprodevelopmentl-

egislation
prodevelopmentl-

egislation
---

legislation in unorganized boboobo-boboo-

rough
bo-

rough
¬-

rough , i.eieLe. . , coastal zone , oil011 , andand-
gas

and-
gasgas leasing , deadlines , fisheries ,
time frames , comment periods ,
federal appropriation acts , etc .,

3)33J) Impact on villages , short anan-

and
an-

andand long range ,. advisory and/orandorandor-
policy

andor-
policy

/
policy role now and future .

4)4) Role of regional non-profitnonprofitnon-prontprontnonprontc-
orporations

nonprofit-
corporations

-

corporations ; now and futurefuture-
advocacy

future-
advocacyadvocacy role advisory vs . policypolicy-
making

policy-
makingmaking , etc . ,

I realizerealize that the area I amam-
lookIng

am-
lookinglooking into is very broad andand-

require
and-

requirerequire time and deep thinking ,
however , by the same token , II-

know
I-

knowknow the state legislature willwil-
ltry

wil-
ltrytry to resolve something duringduring-

the
during-

thethe upcoming session . Manyany ofof-

the
of-

thethe legislation forked out by thethe-
state

the-
statestate legislature are unrealistic ,

dependent on federal approappro-appro-
priations

appro-
priations

¬-

priations and deadlines and areare-

done
are-

donedone to fast for the villages toto-

respond
to-

respondrespond . Even now , we have abab-abab-

sentee
ab-

sentee
¬-

sentee representatives , senatorssenators-
and

senators-
andand corporation board members ,

who would jump on the bandband-band-
wagon

¬,-

wagon for "commercialcommercial" andand-

prodevelopment
and-

prodevelopmentpro-developmentprodevelopment-- advocacy ofof-

our
of-

ourour natural renewable and non-nonnon-
renewable

non-
repewable

non-

repewable
-

renewablerepewablerepewable resources rather thanthan-

take
than-

taketake in consideration the villagesvillages-
concerns

villages-
concernsconcerns , capability and lifelife-life-
styles

¬.-

styles to cope with the situationsituation-
they

situation-
theythey have created .

I realize again , that I am deldel-del-
ving

del-
ving

¬-

ving into the area of local govgov-gov-
ernment

gov-
ernment

¬-

ernment and while most ofof-

the
of-

thethe State of Alaska is in the voidvoid-

call
void-

callcall the unorganized borough , II-

think
I-

thinkthink is best for me to stop newnew-
and

new-
andand hoe that those who deliberdeliber-deliber-
ate

deliber-
ate

¬-

ate will not do so with politicalpolitical-
bravado

political-
bravadobravado but keep pace with our

steps and our concerns . I willwill-

be
will-

bebe looking forwardtorward to your resres-res-

ponse
res-

ponse
¬-

ponse on this matter .

ToiTol Kuyana ,

Noah JackJac-

kNeedNeed timetime-

tomnsider

time-

tototomnsiderconsideroorider
ooriderDecember

December 3 , 19791979-

KennethKenneth R . Hamm ,

Interim DirectorDirector-
A

Director-
AVCPAVCPAVCP FisheriesFisheries-
Development

Fisheries-
DevelopmentDevelopment CorporationCorporation-
P.OP.OPO. . Box 634634-
Bethel

634-
BethelBethel , Alaska 9955999559-

DearDear Ken :

First of all , let me qualifyquality mymy-mymy-
self

my-
self

¬-

self . I am a subsistence and comcom-com-
mercial

com-
mercial

¬-

mercial fisherman and have beenbeen-
fishing

been-
fishingfishing in the Lower KuskokwimKuskokwlmKuskokwim-
since

Kuskokwlm-
sincesince I learned how to fish .

That is the basis of why I amam-
writing

am-
writingwriting this letter to you , Mr .

Paul McCullum , Nunam Kitlut-KitlutKitlut-
sisti

Kitlut-
sisti

Kitlut-
sisti

-

sisti and the AVCPA VCP FisheriesFisheries-
Development

Fisheries-
DevelopmentDevelopment Corporation .

You know , with the advent ofoCoC-

television
of-

televisiontelevision , the radio station , thethe-
Tundra

the-
TundraTundra Drums everybody asas-asas-

sumes
¬,-

sumes that whenever somethingsomething-
happens

something-
happenshappens in Bethel , it is knownknown-
throughout

known-
throughoutthroughout the AVCP/CalistaAVCPCalistaVCP/CalislaVCPCalislaAAVCPCalista-
region

VCPCalisla-
region

/
region . However that is not so .

Our coastline ( AVCP/CalistAVCPCalistVCP/CalistaVCPCalistaAVCP/CalistaAAVCPCalista-
region

VCPCalista-
region

/ *
region ) is much bigger than thethe-
coastline

the-
coastlinecoastline of California , WashingWashing-Washing-
ton

¬,-

ton and Oregon combined . OurOur-
area

Our-
areaarea could put a few lower 4848-
states

48-
statesstates together and Texas inIn-InIn-

cluded
¬.-

cluded . The villages in theirtheir-
own

their-
ownown way are different than thethe-
next

the-
nextnext village in many aspects toto-

name
to-

namename now . However , the univer-univeruniver-
See

univer-
See

-.

(See LETTERS , Page Four )
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s
(ContinuedCo ntinued from'from' Page Three1bree )

salsat languageJanguage, in Alaska is sub ¬.
sistenceslstence and much more prevalpreval-preva-
lent

preva-
lent

¬-

Regionthanent in the AVCP/CalistaAVCPCalistaVCP/CaII&taVCPCaII&taCaIItaAVCP/CallstaCallstaA / & Region
than in the other'other' regions .

I understand that youyo1f"' are looklook-look-
Ing

¬.-
ing forward to receiving RegionRegion-Region-
al

¬.-
alaI Planning Authority for thethe-
A

the-
AVCPAVCPAVCP Fisheries DevelopmentDevelopmentCcrporationDevelopmentCorporation
CorporationCcrporation . Based on what II-
could

I-

couldcould get concerning the infraInfra-Infra-
structure

¬.-
structure ofot the Corporation , II-
don't

I-

don't .don'tdont' think It is wise to pursuepunuepursue-
thethe planning authority now. Let

me qualifyqull lty my statement :

1 . ) Organizationally , thethe-
corporation

the-
corporationcorporation is nilnRall asas.thereas-.thereas.therethereas.there-
have

as.there-
have

-.there.there- .

have yet to name a directordirector-
and

director-
andand staff for the corporcorpor-corpor-
ation

¬.-
ationatlon . Thebe'! corporationeorporatlon inin-

the
in-

thethe eyes of the villagesvillages-
have

villages-
havehave been Inactive since it'sitsIt's-

inception
it's-

Inception
'

inception . Other than thethe-
newly

the-
newlynewly formed board , Nu-NuN\1N1\Nu-
nam

Nu-
nam

-.
nam KltlutsistiKitlutslstlKitlutsisti , and PaulPaul-
McCullum

Paul-
McCollumMcCullumMcCollum knows what thethe-
corporation

the-
corporationcorporation is doing .

2 . ) What is the basis fortotforforpur
. >,

pur-purptupur-

suing
pur-

suing

.

-.

suingsuingthesuing the PlanningfunningPlanningauthorltyPlanningauthorlty-
now

authorityauthority-
notenownownote ? Is it only forfor.moneta-for.monetaformonetafor.moneta-
ry

>., moneta-monetamoneta-
ry

-.
ry gains fortor the corporationcorporation-
oror something8Om '

thing else . The'IheIhe' _,.

AVCP .FisheriesFisheries., DevelopDevelop-Develop-
ment

Develop-
ment

¬-

ment CorporationCorporation wasWh ,

formedtormed by the State1State' Legis ¬.
lature so the Regional PlanPlan-Plan-

ning
Plan-

ning
¬-

ning AuthorityAuthoritwillwill'rilril' 'ComeCome'Come-
from

' cometometome-
fromfrom the State-StateStateof-"' ofofAlaskaofAlaska-
as

.;,,AlaskaAIaskaAIaska-

asas the ', State Legislature isis-

the
is-

thethe governing body ,. for thethe-
Unorganized

the-
UnorganizedUnorganized borough *, .
Therefore ,.] the FisheriesFisherisFisherl s DeDe-DeDe-

velopment
¬-.

velopment Corporation waswas-

tormed.because
was-

forrnedbecauseformedtormed.becausetormedbecauseforrnedbecause., because ofoBhethe conCOD-CODcon-CO-
Dstitutlonal

con-

stitutional
¬-

stitutionalstitutlonal ambiguityblguity concon-con-
cerning

con-
cerning

¬-
cerning the Unorganized boboobo-boboo-

rough
bo-

rough
¬-

rough which led . to .thethe.,the , propro-pro-

Uferatlon
pro-

liferation
¬-

liferationUferatlon of boards and CorCot-CotCot-

poratlons
Cot-

porations
¬-

porationsporatlons which have .,
Man ¬.

agement AuthorityAuthorJty.TheAuthorJtyTheAuthorJty.The-
corporation

. .TheTheThe-
corporation.then

.
corporationcorporation.thencorporationthen, .thenthen. is subjectsubject-
toto the whim and will of thethe-

State
the-

stateState Legislature at any gigi-gigi-

ven
gi-

ven
¬-

ven time . The villages , howhow-how-

ever
how-

ever
¬-

ever , dependent otron.' theirtheir-
st.tus

their-
statusstatusst.tussttus. are recognized byby-

both
by-

bothboth the Federal GovernGovern-Govern-
ment

Govern-
ment

¬-

ment and the StateStat GovGov-Gov-

ernment
Gov-

ernment
¬-

ernment and must deal withwith-

two
with-

twotwo legaliegal entities .

Going back to management auau-auau-

thorlty
au-

thority
¬-

thoritythorlty , I dontdon't' know how muchmuch-
managment

much-
managmentmanagment authority the AVCPAAVCP-

Fisheries
vcpvcp-

FisheriesFisheries DevelopmentDeveopment] CorporaCcrpora-CcrporaCorpora-Ccrpora-
tion

Corpora-
tion

¬-

tiontlon willwUl have as I have yet to seesee-

andor
see-

andorand/orandor/ review the enabling legls-leglslegislegis-legls-
tlon

legis-

lation
legis-

lation
-¬

lation . However ,. I think thatthat-

you
that-

youyou should at least let the vilvU-vUvil-vilvU-

lages
vil-

lages
¬-

lages in the proposed serviceservi\eservie\: areaarea-

know
area-

knowknow what you are getting themthem-
into

them-
Intointo by ;

1 . ) holding area hearingshearings-
req

hearings-
required1313holdIng(requiredreq lred by state law .)

2 .) Interpreting enabling legleg-leg-

islation
leg-

islation
¬-

islation
3 . )) relationship with thethe-

Departments
the-

DepartmentsDepartments of Fish andand-
Gam

and-
GameGameGam

4 . ) what effect this planplan-plan-
ning

plan-
ning

¬-

ning authority will havehave-

on
have-

onon the subsistencesubs1stence andand-
commercial

and-
commercialcommercial harvest of thethe-
village

the-
villagevillage , etc .

5 . ) Other InterrelatedInterrea] etJ issuesIssues-
and

issues-
andand entities .

I think that in the short itmeItme-

that
Itme-

thatthat youyou have been herebere, youyou-
probably

you-
probablyprobably found out that we havehave-

quite
have-

what
quite a fewrew things to do now andand-
what

and-

"Hold
whatwhatwhata I am trying to say isIs-

"Hold"HoldHold" it , what are we gettinggetting-
into

getting-
intointo this time". Remember , youyou-
might

you-
mightmight leave but I will stay andand-
when

and-
whenwhen you are treading on subsub-sub-
sistence

sub-
sistence

¬-

sistence issues you should do itIt-

with
It-

withwith discretion , respect for thethe-
vUlages

the-
villagespleasegivevillagesvUlages way of lifeUfe, and pleaseplease-
givegive us time to comprehendcomprehend-
what

comprehend-
whatwhat we are letting usUllnin for .

"
ToiTolTot Kuyana ,

Noah JackJack-

cccc : Tundra Times

'- -


