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The Beaufort-BeaufortBeaufortSea-. Sea Lease salesale-

happened
sale-

happenedhappened on schedulescheduIe on De ¬.
cember 11 , 1979 . The totalotaltotal-
amount

otal-

amountamount of high bids received byby-

the
by-

thethe statestato and federal governgovern-govern-
ments

¬.-
mentsmentSmentSwaswas $1,059,119,635.021059119635.02105911963502$ , , , . ,.
The federal government reviewsreviews-
the

reviews-
thethe(30daysbids for up to 60 days (3030(
days on antitrust issues and 3030-
days

30-
daysdays on economic issues ) andand-
the

and-
thethe state government will issueissue-
leases

Issue-
leasesleases in 30 days or less .

But there is a cloud on the sale .

On December 7 , Federal DisDis-Dis-
trict

Dis-
trict

-¬-
trict Court Judge Aubrey Robin ¬.
son decided that the NorthNorth-
Slope

North-
SlopeSlope Natives and environmentalenvironmental-
groups

environmental-
groupsgroups had made a "substantialsubstantial"substantial-
showing

"substantial-
showing

"
showing " that the sale violatedviolated-
several

violated-
severalseveral federal laws . He said thatthat-
he

that-
hehe would allow the sale to haphap-hap-
pen

hap-
pen

¬-

pen , but he scheduled a finalfmalfmal-
hearing

final-
hearinghearing on the case on January
3 , 1980 , and he said that he rere-rere-

served
re-

served
¬-

served the power to cancel any
leasesanyleasesunder federal control..

State court judges said that thethe-

sale
the-

salesale appeared legal under statestate-

aw
state-

lawlaw]aw , but a finalfmal hearing on thethe-
case

the-
casecase was scheduled for February
19] 9 , at either Fairbanks or BarBar-Bar-
row

Bar-
row

¬-

row 0.0TheThe courts are still lookinglooking-
atat the issue , and the high bidders

',". >" ,

may still Mind'fmelfmelfund'fundout-outout:-outut , thatat theythey-
Acted

ey
actedThatdoescted WOboa|oq

,
soonOOn$ iriin aa"aleaale'"'salesale'IIIe$ That'thatthat'that-

doesdoes hot complyomply with,
, theth Iaw4law ., ,.

Federal judge-judgejudgeAubrey-,; Aubrey Robin ¬.
son said thatthat.thethatthethat"thtthattht-.the.the-"' ., ! , plaintiffs inin-
the

in-
thethe three cases before him hadhad-
made

had-
mademade ' a* "substantialsubstantial"substsubst" tiat showing "
that the , SecretaryS retary of the InterInter-Inter-
ior's

¬.-
ior'siors' approval of'of' .' the sale waswas-

"arbitrary
was-

"arbitrary"arbitraryarbitrary" and capricious " . ItIt-

violates
It-

violatesviolates the Endangered SpeciesSpecies-
act

Species-
actact because bowhead whales willwill-

b4beb4, jeopardized , the SecretarySecretary-
has

Secretary-
hashas not "insuredinsured" that the salesale-

will
sale-

willwill not jeopardize the bow-bowbow-
head's

bow-
head's

bow-
head's

-

head'sheads' existence ," and ananUir"ir-"irir"ir-

retrivable
Uir"ir-

retrivable
" -_

retrivable commitment ofofrerere-rere-

sources
re-

sources
¬-

sources " will have been made bebe-bebe-

fore
¬.-

fore a biological opinion aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe sale has been issued .

Also , there is substantials bstantial showshow-show-

ing
¬.-

ing that the Environmental ImIm-ImIm-

pact
Im-

pact
¬-

pact Statement violates the NaNa-NaNa-

tional
¬.-

tional Environmental Policy Act ,
since cumulative impacts , signifsignlf-signlfsignif-signl-
fica

signif-
icant

¬-

icantica t mitigation alternatives , andand-

various
and-

variousvarious management alternativesalternatives-
were

alternatives-
werewere ' all not adequately analyzedanalyzed-
inin the EIS . But since the finalfinal-

hearing
final-

hearinghearing is on January 3 , and anyany-

leases
any-

leasesleases issued 'couldcould' be cancelledcancelled-
by

cancelled-
byby the judge , Judge RobinsonRobinson-
refused

Robinson-
refusedrefused to actually stop the

nVOOO-

Ol

'

l aS--'i'iiaS'i'le t>, ;
, ,'WAl.' .PP.; , " ," . . - I , .

* He1He' said that he felt the salesate isIs" .,

'-

illegal
i-

llegal
o'o-

illegalillegal (thoughthougJthouglt{"' thUthis is'notisnotisrnotiseisen'n t aria.?' finalfmalfmal-

decision

final-

decision
,
decision ) so .thatthat,.that anyoneanyone biddingbidding-
at

iddingidding-

atatat the , salesaleshouldshould-should;'-, 'knowknow' thatthat.-

tease
that.-

leases.leasesleases.teasetease.
..leasescould$ couldeouId be cancelledcancened later byby-

the

by-

thethe judge ., No oneonen appealed that
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,.decisiondecision.
\
decc1s1 niannd, and anagreanagrean:agreementent waswas

'
,Ireachedreached ;tthatfnoticeat/notlcoatnotlco/; !: would1bwould jbd.
'glven\'glvenglven'glventQ'given

.

<\; tottQ40 fjtth, thistherplalntifs;plajntiffsirplaintiffs( 'fiffifJI' ,
, anyany-

leBses

any-

leasesleasesleBsesleases were going to bebe issuedfssuiss7dd bebe-bebe-

fdre
*.-

f6refdreforeh)the! finalt1n hearingJtehearing-
The rg)

, f! ' .-'
;

The .

."statestate}" tatec6urtjtdecislonanitatec'

,.
:; courtu ,.decislolandecislolan.declslonanydeclslonany-

nounced
:' ;$, .

nounced DecemberDDecember\ ,* 7? waswasas mmuch
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\'i,worseworse- 'forwoworseworsefor'-'for'forfor-for-' f<?' t ttth\ttthttthplaintiffstthe! ,th ? 'tti\':'" plaintiffsplaintifsplals tlffs'JtlffsJ! ;":.
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?
'

NotNot-

on11

Not-

only

'

'onlyonly-on11on11-
,;'stoptdid 'thethe'thbthb judge refusekefuse' to stopstopIstop-
the

I

thete sale ;, but he'decidedhedecidedhe 'decideddecided' that the .'

plaintiffsplaintiff 'ii'iwould';, would 'notnot'not ,., bebeIbeharmed!
I

harmedharmed-
bY

harmed-
bybyj'ltbyjltbY,, "IllIll"Illthe

'"
"it , theth "' governmentgovemment'andgovemmentand'andirandir'nd?r Oilofofc-

ompanies
J1

'

companies *"' would,
wouldw uIduIdIuIdbeI' be : harmed


