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, collection ,

FAiRBANKS-HiddenFAiRBANKSHiddenFAIRB NKS-HiddenNKSHidden- fromfrom-

public
from-

publicpublic 'viewview'
, in warpedwarp d woodenwooden-

drawerS
wooden-

drawersdrawers andand
.,
drying and crackingctackingctacking-

in
cracking-

inin crates in an ancient warehousewwarehouse-
is

rehouserehouse-

isis the most extensiveextensive Alaskan ,

archaeological collectioncoUect'ioncoUection, ' in thethe-

world
the-

worldworld .
"

TheTI1 drawers 'aridarid'andand' crates holdhold-

thousands
hold-

thousands, thousands of the standardstandar-
darrowheads

standar-
darrowheadsarrowheads and stonestonestonei-

mplements
stonei-

mplementsimplements whichwhichexciteexcite mainlymainly-
pro

mainly-
professionalprofessionalpro fessional anthropologists'anthropologists' .

But , also losing the battle withwith-
time

,
'-

ivory
i-

vory'

time are invaluableinv1uable 'ivoryivory'ivory '

carvingscarVin , da RussianRussiarii., stockadestockad andand-

t
and-

even
' ,t . even Ben EielsonVEielson'sEielsonsEielsonVairplane' ' airplane .

. For 14 months , the curatorcurator ofof-

the, the University of
,

AlaskaAlAlask-
a'Museum's

skask-
aarchaelogual'Museum'sMuseums'' Museum'sMuseums' archaelogicalarchaelogualarchaelogicalc-

ollection
;

. collection , Jim Dixon , has beenbeen-

struggling
been-

strugglingstruggling to raise the moneymone ,

.
and find the time to bringbrmg orderorderorder-
to

'-

to
t- o'-

tomountains
': tototomountainsmountains of-specimensspecimensofspecimensof-specimensof.- . HeHe-

estimates
He-

estimatesestimatesestimates itjt couldc- 'ouldc- ould' taket ke asas long as
20 years to get tjietethete collectionscollections-
"under

"

"underunder'under"' controlcontrol."..'" *

'-

UA
U-

A'The UA Museum'sMuseums' AlaskanAlaskan-
archaeologicalcollection

Alaskan-
archaeologicalarchaeologicalarchaeologicalcollection

,
collection , DixonDixon-

saM
Dixon-

saidsaidsaM, is a thousandthousand'timesthousandtimes
'

times largerlarger-

than
larger-

thanthan the Alaska collectionsco ections inhiin-

the
,

the huge American Museum ofof-
Na

of-

NaturalNaturalNa tural '
t
HistoryHistol)' and thethe-

Smithonian
the-

SmithsonianSmithsonianSmithonian$ , Institution . .

However , onlynly a tiny fragmentfragment-
ofof the collectioncollectioqcollection } is on display inin-

the
',

the museum'smuseums' showcasesshow ases . DixonDixon-
saidsaidsaM those displaysdisplaysare, are 10 yearsyears-
old

years-
oldold and representlepresent a veryvery'limitedverylimitedvery'limited-
selection

limited'limited'limited-
selection

'

selectionselection '

., of specimens fromfrom-

Point
from-

PointPoint Hope and StSf.. LawrenceLawrenc-
eIsland

Lawrenc-
eIslandIsland Eskimos . InteriorInterior-
specimens

Interior-
specimensspecimens are absent..

'" Dixon said the museummuseummuseum-
officials

museum-
officialsofficials are anxiousanxiQus to updateupdate-
the

update-
thethe display aridandandandmake, make itit-

representative
it-

representativerepresentative of'Of' , the manymanymany-

sections

many-

sectionssections ,. and ' .ethnicethnic.,
eth'nicethnic' groups ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska . But the improvementsimprovements-
areare contingentcontingen onn passagepassage of aa-

bond
a-

bondbond issue forfor-for'afora'- a larger museum .

A new ., larger museum is in aa-

proposed
a-

proposedproposed ,. university bondbond-

package
bond-

packagepackage before the legislature . IfIf-

the
If-

thethe legislature andanda-

dministration
anda-

dministrationadministration approve , thethe-

construction
the-

constructionconstruction proposal , will gogo-

bef
go-

beforebefbrebeforebef re voters in Noember ., .

, SomethingSometrung of an artifact itself,
the universityuni ersity museum is .thethe., the-

oldest
.the-

oldestoldest building still standing onon-

campuscampusampus . Built as a gymnasiumgymnasiull) , itit-

lacks

'

'- and
a- nd''- and

a- nd'lacks adequate spacespace'an-
d

spacean-
d properproper-

facilities
proper-

facilitiesfacilities for a museummuseummuseum-
operation

museum-
operationoperation . Much worse , the firefire-

marshall
fire-

marshallmarshall has called the buildingbuildiJ1g; aa-

fue
a-

firefirefue trap .
Some 1,3001300I , OO .cubiccubic., feet ofof-

archaeological
of-

archaeologicalarchaeological materials areare-

stored
are-

storedstored in woodenwoodencases'casescases-cases'- andand-

cardboard
and-

cardboardcardboard boxes in the museum .

Dixon , touring the rows ofof-

wooden
of-

woodenwooden drawers in a dim.. hall ,
points out many are warped andand-

no
and-

nono longer even open . A flood ,

when old plumbing broke , lastlast-

year
last-

yearyear caused the problem .

In addition to the stacksstacks-

within
stacks-

withinwithin the museum , twotwo-

warehouses
two-

warehouseswarehouses supplement thethe-

stprage
the-

storagestoragestprage space . Dixon avoidsavoids-

reporting
avoids-

reportingreporting the location of thethe-

warehouses
the-

warehouseswarehouses , or describing them ,

for fear ofofvanclaliamvandaliam .

Another large ccmcerncdncern is thethe-

inadequate
the-

inadequateinadequate temperature andand-

humidity
and-

humidityhumidity controls in thethe-

museum
the-

museummuseum and the warehouses .

Such controls are needed forfor-

preservation
for-

preservationpreservation , of the artifacts .

Dixon points out the warehouseswarehouses-
undergo

warehouses-
undergoundergo temperature changes of
150 degrees Fahrenheit eacheach-

year
each-

yearyear . -

An historic Russian stockadestockade-
and

stockade-
andand Ben Eielson'sEielsons' airplane are atat-

the
at-

thethe mercy ', of the mercilessmerciless-

temperature
merciless-

temperaturetemperature fluctuations , alongalong-

with
along-

withwith the fragile artifacts in thethe-

warehouses
the-

warehouseswarehouses .

In one building , log hewnhewri byby-

the
by-

thethe early Russian settlerssef lers inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska are piled ,. Dixon said thethe-

.logs

the-

logsjogs.logslogs. could .bebe. be reassembled forfor-

display
for-

displaydisplay ,. if space were available .

The airplane could also bebe-

pulled
be-

pulledpulled from the shelter where itit-

rests
it-

restsrests , pathetically wingless andand-

surrounded
and-

surroundedsurrounded by crates and moosemoose-
antlers

moose-
antlersantlers .

Those crates containcontaint-
housands

containt-
housandsthousands of artifacts , manymany-

with
many-

withwith no records to identifyidentify-
them

identify-
themthem . According to Dixon , aa-

'number
a-

numbernumber'number' of misfortunes collidedcollided-
toto leave 'thethe' huge collectionc9llection withwith-
almost

with-
almostalmost no organizationorganizati6n ,

The lack of a curator untiluntil-
recently

until-
recentlyrecently to oversee the operationoperatioperation-
is

nn-

isis', probably primary amongamong-
these

among-
thesethese . However , some fault isis-

also
is-

alsoalso with the specimenspecimen-
collectors

specimen-
collectorscollectors .

' Dixon saidsaidmanymany
investigatorsmanyinvestigatorscollected with greatgreat-

care
great-

carecare , but made nono'provisionnoprovisionno-provisionnoprovision'- provision forfor-

the
for-

thethe preservation of the artifacts .,

Many times the museum waswas-

named
was-

namednamed ass a repository forfor-

artifacts
for-

artifactsartifacts by investigators seekingseeking-

state
seeking-

state
.

state and federal permits forfor-

excavations' excavations . But the museummuseum-
was

museum-
waswas not notified . Boxes ofof-

materials
of-

materialsmaterials Would be left at thethe-

museum
the-

museummuseum doorstep , but no fundsfunds-

were
funds-

werewere left for storage cabinets oror-

personnel
or-

personnelpersonnel to handle thethe-
collection

the-
collectioncollection .

However , the picture is notnot-
entirely

not-
entirelyentirely grim . Agreements havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen reached with the state andmdand-
federal

;md-

federalfederal agencies insuring thethe-

museum
the-

museummuseum will be notified when itit-

is

it-

isis riamedrtamegreamed a repository . ThisThis-
should

This-
shouldshould force some considerationconsideration-
ofof the curating expense of thethe-
new

the-
newnew artifacts .

Most encouraging of all is thethe-
progress

the-
progress

(,

progress Dixon is makingmaking withwith-
the

with-
thethe cataloging of materials . He isis-

using
is-

usingusing the Smithsonian'sSmithsonians' systemsystem-
of

system-
ofof storing data for retrieval in aa-

computer
a-

computercomputer . The hope is to allowallow-
the

allow-
thethe statewide university systemsystem-
use

system-
useuse of the museum .

Dixon has one remote terminalterminal-
now

terminal-
nownow installedinstalle'd' in the museum , andand-
he

and-
hehe is converting SmithsonianSmithsonian-
programs

Smithsonian-
programsprograms to be compatible withwith-
the

with-
thethe UA computer . He envisionsenvisions-
remote

envisions-
remoteremote terminals around thethe-
state

the-
statestate to aid withwithanthropologicalanthropologicalanthropological-
research

anthropological-
researchresearch . '

It is difficult to conceiveconceive ofof-

he
of-

thethehe!- magnitudem gnit
-

de of the task!ask
,.
facingfa in

II-

Dixon
,'

Dixon . HelieIle is scratching thethe-

surface
the-

surfaceSurface ' in compiling sevenseven-
bound

seven-
boundbound volumes of records andand-

th.ey
and-

theytheyth.ey,. coverc- 'overc- overcover' only about two yearsyears-

of
years-

ofof collecting . ,

Within the crates scatteredscattered inin-

the
in-

thethe museummuseum and warehouses areare-

at
are-

atat least 50 years ofof-

'archaeological
of-

archaeologicalarchaeological'archaeological'1 digging . TheThe-
university's

The-
university'suniversity'suniversitys' collection was begunbegun-
with

begun-
withwith the vast contributions ofof-
Otto

of-
OttoOtto Geist..

Alaska is still the center ofof-

much
of-

muchmuchmuchanthropologkalmuchanthropologicalanthropologicalanthropologkalanthropologkalin-
vestigation

anthropologicalin-
vestigationinvestigation , since it is believedbelieved-

toto hold the key .toto'to.' to man'smansmanman's-
migration

'
migration to the NorthNorth-
American

North-

AmericanAmerican Continent , via thethe-

Bering
the-

BeringBering Land Bridge . Dixon isis-

currently
is-

currentlycurrentlyprojectaimedworkingworkjng on a projectproject-
aimedaimed at reconstructing thethe-

geography
the-

geographygeography and .environmentenvironment. ofof-
the

of-
thethe former land connectionconnection-
between

connection-
betweenbetween Asia and NorthNorth-
Am

North-
AmericaAmericaAm rica ,. ,

The season here is short , butbut-

anthropologists
but-

anthropologistsanthropologists are makingmaking-
significant

making-
significantsignificant finds . Dixon saidsaid-

artifacts
said-

artifactsartifacts possibly as old as
14,00014000, years have beenbeen-

unearthed
been-

unearthedunearthed by Dr . Roger PowersPowers-

and
Powers-

andand Charles Holmes at the DryDry-

Creek
Dry-

CreekCfeekCreek Site located near the towntown-

of
town-

ofof Healy .

There is . even a significantsignificant-
archaeological

significant-
archaeologicalarchaeological site on the UAVAVA-

campus
UA-

campuscampus . Dixon said specimensspecimens-
similar

specimens-
similarsimilar to those found inin-

Mongolia
in-

MongoliaMongolia were discovered herehere-

in

here-

inin the 1930's1930s' . He said it is stillstill-

possible
still-

possiblepossible to findnnd artifacts such asas-

arrowhe
as-

arrowheadsarrowheadsarrowhe ds on the UA campus .

As spring unlocks thethe-

archaeological
the-

archaeologicalarchaeological treasures for aa-

few

a-

fewfew months , Dixon and othersothers-

are
others-

areare looking forwardforw rd to an activeactive-

season
active-

seasonseason . At the same time , springspongspong-

is
spring-

isis bringingringingb tourists inin-

unprecedented
in-

unprecedentedunprecedented numbers to viewview-

their
view-

theirtheir findsfmds at the museum .

But neither the visitors nor thethe-

residents
the-

residentsresidents will see even a fractionfraction-
of

fraction-
ofof the wealth of discoveriesdiscoveries-
stored

discoveries-
storedstored in the museum . AndAnd-

unless
And-

unlessunless betterb tter facilities are builtbuilt-

in
built-

inin the near future , Dixon fearsfears-

many
fears-

manymany will be lost..

"ArchaeologicalArchaeological" materialsrnate als areare-

uorenewable
are-

unrenewableunrenewableuorenewable resources ," DixonDixon-

said
Dixon-

saidsaid .

He explainedexplaineQ that as timetime-
passes

time-
passespasses , natural processes andand-

human
and-

humanhuman activity increasinglyincreasingly-

destroy
increasingly-

destroydestroy theth clues to man'smans' past..


