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PibheerPibheerPioneer bilingual programprogram looks good
, By LAEL MORGANMORGAN-

InIn 1966 Walt
.,

FeatherlyPeatherlyFea therly tooktook-

his
took-

hishis first., teaching job with thethe-the-

Bureau

"'-

Bureau of Indian Affairs
.

(BIABIA),

)
in Kwethluk .

"MyMy" wife andand
'

I had 96 kidskids-

between
kids-

betweenbetween us ," he recallsrecal1s . "WeWe"We-

trade
"W-

etradedoff
"

tradedtradetraded-offtradedoff-tradedoffand, offoffandand the first year II-

got

I-

gotgot the first and second graders .

They couldn'tcouldntcbuldn'tcbuldnt' understandunderstand-
Eskimo

understand-
EskimoEskimo . I couldn'tcouldnt' understandunderstunderstand-
Yupik

ndnd-

YupikYupik . And I said , 'thisthis' isis-

absudL
is-

absutdabsufdabsudLabsutdabsudL"I
( ! .

"II" can'tcant' learn to speak YupikYupik-

very
Yupik-

veryvery fast.. I can make a teacherteacher-
OQt

teacher-
outoutOQt ofofsomeonewhosomeone- "whosomeon- ewhosomeone-wh-

o

someon-
ewh- o

omeone- -whoome- onew-ho"'-- can speakspeak-

Yupik
speak-

YupikYupik a lot faster than the otherother-
way

other-
wayway around-IaroundI- didn'tdidnt' knowknow-

anythinganythingnythiJ1g about the bilingualbilingubilingual-

concept
ll-

conceptconcept but I began to toy withwit-
hit

with-

ititit.. The Bureau had been againstagainst-

itit but they were getting pressurepressure-

from
pressure-

fromfrom the Lower '48
, . They tooktook-

it
took-

it " ,
'

it on . '-

They took it on to the pointpoint-

where
point-

wherewhere today Cal Lundy ,

education specialist for BIA outou

.ofof.
Of Bethel , says unequivocally ;: "II"I-

toink
" 1

toinkwethinkweth'inkthinktoink'
we have a better bilingualbilingual-

program
bilingual-

programprogram than anyonenyone in theththe;
nation . We'veWeve' been nominatednominated-
f

nominated-
forforfthroughthe<;> r exemplary status (throughthrough-
thethe U . S . Departmentpepartment ofof-
Education

of-
EducationEducation ) and 1I thinkthi'nkthi'nk-
eventual1y

think-
eventually

'
eventuallyeventual1y we'llwell' get it ."

Until the late 1960s19605 ,. it waswas-
megal

was-
illegalillegalmegal to teach in the UnitedUnited-
States

United-
StatesStates in any language otherother-
than

other-
thanthan English and the BIA-whichBIAwhichBIA.whichBIAwhichBIA.whic-
hwas

BIAwhic-
hwas

*. -.

was dedicated toto-
a

to-
acculturationrefusedacculturatiojn--refusedacculturatiojnrefusedacculturation--refusedacculturationa cultu ratioratiorefused') --refusedrefused- - toto-

consider
to-

considerconsider ftitit..
'

Dr . FrankFrank Darnell , head of thethe-
Center

the-
CenterCenter for Northern Education ,

thinks the change might havehave-
come

have-
comecome about through thethe-

Conference
the-

ConferenceConference on Cross CulturalCultural-
Edu

Cultural-
EducationEducationEdu<; ation in CircompolarCircampolar .

NationsNat ns in 1969 .

.ShortlyShortly., thereafterthere fter , BIABIA-

educators

BIA-

educatorseducators sat downdownwithwith IreneIrene-

Reed
Irene-

ReedReed , who had been developingdeveloping-
written

developing-
writtenwritten Yupik for the University

of Alaska , 'andand'andworkedandworked' worked out'' thethe-
pioneering .pioneeringion ering programprogr m .

'

Not that the ' Indian agencyagency-
changed

agency-
changedchanged its assimilation policypoUcy .

ThatThatappearsappears as firm today ,. as itit-

ever
it-

everever did .
'

"It'sIts"ItIt" 's notno our businessbusin ss to keepkeep-
aa language alive . It'sIts' our businessbusiness-
toto educate children/childrenchildrenexplainschildren /,"' explainsexplains-
Bill

explains-
BillBill BenBentonton who has workedworked-
with

worked-
withwith Yupik bilingual out ofof-

Bethel
of-

BethelBethel since its beginnings . "IfIf"IfinIfin"It'inItin" ' in ..

the process we keep the languagelangi.1agelangi1agelangi.1age-

a1
language-

alive
.

alivea1vea1ve , that'sthats' just fine . "
The experimentexperiment was started in

1970 with high enthusiam andand-

very
and-

veryvery little printedprin te material in thethe-

fit'st
the-

firstfifstfit'stfitstfirst' grades of NunapitchukNunapitdiukNunapit huk ,

Akiachak and Napakiak , withwith-
similar

with-
similarsimilar villages selected forfor-

contr
for-

controlcontrplcontrolcontr> 1 schools . ,

Dr . Thomas HopkinsHopkins , ChiefWef ofof-

the
of-

thethe BIA'sBIAsBlA'sBlAs' Division of CiriculumCiriculum-
Development

CiriculumCiriculum-
DevelopmentDevelopment and Review inin-

Washington
in-

WashingtonWashington , D.CDC. . , waswas-

optimistic
was-

optimisticoptimistic : "IfIf" the . programprogram-

continues
program-

continuescontinues as it has started , itit-

should
it-

shouldshould prove one of the mostmost-

exciting
most-

excitingexciting in the annals of historyhistory-
of

history-
ofof schooling Alaska NativeNative-
children

Native-
childrenchildren .:"'

Founders admitted privatelyprivately-
they

privately-
theythey would have done better toto-

wait
to-

waitwait a year 1o10to develop teachingteaching-
materials

teaching-
materialsmaterials , and an informalinformal-
survey

informal-
surveysurvey (mine ) of fifth and sixthsixth-

grade
sixth-

gradegrade teachers who now have thethe-

product
the-

productproduct of those early bilingualbilingual-

classes
bilingual-

classesclasses bear this out.. PioneerPioneer-
students

Pioneer-
studentsstudents are not muchmuch-

differentgradewise
much-

differentgradewise from thosethose-

who
those-

who
different-gradewise-differentgradewisedifferent--gradewise--differentgradewisefrom--- ---

who struggled on withoutwithout-
benefit

without-
benefitbenefit of initial bilingualbilingual-

training
bilingual-

trainingtraining .

It'sIts' a different story , though ,

with those who entered thethe-

program
the-

programprogram in 1973 and thereafter..

"MyMy" oldest is fourth grade andand-

my
and-

mymy boy in third grade is doingdoing-

better
doing-

betterbetter than his older sister inin-

fourth
in-

fourthfourth ," notes Mary AnnAnn-
Lomack

Ann-
LomackLomack , who has taught fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe beginning of the bilingualbilingual-

program
bilingual-

programprogram att Akiachak . "We'veWeve"We've-

changed
"We've-

changed
" '

changed the program a lotlat.. "
One major change is a strong ,

carefully structuredstructuredci-
rriculumthe

structuredci-
rriculumthecirriculum-thecirriculumthe- things thatthat-

worked
that-

workedworked best in those earlyearly-

years.compiled
early-

yearscompiledyears-'compiledyears'compiledcompiledyears-.compiledyears.compiled.compiledyears-compiled--'. by the NativeNative-

teachers
Native-

teachersteachers and-andandformally-,' formally trainedtrained-
En

traine-
dEnglishasaSecondLanguageEnglishasaSecondLanguageEnglish-as-a-Second-LanguageEnglishasaSecondLanguageEnglishasaSecondLanguageteachersglish-as-a-glishasagl ish-as-ishasishasa- - a -. Second-LanguageSecondLanguageSe c ond -. LanguageLanguage-
teachersteachers , under Irene ReedRe.ed. ,

Yupik LanguageLlnguage< Workshop , andand-
Jim

and-
JimJim Macdiarmid , director of thethe-
BlA

the-
BIABIABlA Bilingual Education Center .

Today this teaching plan isis-

well
is-

wellwell enforced with colorfulcolorful-
books

colorful-
booksbooks , aids and a solid set ofof-
tests

of-
teststests in Yupik , so that eveneven-

teachers
even-

teachersteachers with little formalformal-

training
formal-

trainingtraining have a chance at successsuccess .

'TheThe' The whole program is stillstilJstilJ-

regarded
still-

regardedregarded as somewhat of anan-

experiment
an-

experimentexperiment though , andand-
backers

and-
backersbackers--backers to bottom-arebottomarebottom--arebottomarec-
autious

bottomarec-
autious
backerstop- - top ---
cautious in claimingcl iming they 'havehave'

have

all the answers .

"InIn" this agency you don'tdontdOJ1'tdOJ1t; ' gogo-

overboard
go-

overboardoverboard and go with itit.. YouYou-

have
You-

havehave to prove it ." Cal LundyLundy-
explains

Lundy-
explainsexplains .

For this reason , BIA has beenbeen-
slow

been-
slowslow to expand bilingual , even inin-

the
in-

thethe facefac! of a state law . thatthat-
requires

that-
requiresrequires bilingual programsprograms-
wherever

programs-
whereverwherever 1155 or more youngstersyoungsters-
spe

youngsters-
speakspeakspe k a language other thanthan-
English

than-
EnglishEnglish ,.

In 1971 the three pioneerpioneer-
programs

pioneer-
programsprogramsprogramswere

'-

third
t-

hird'
, were expanded toto-

include
to-

includeinclude third year and Kasigluk ,

Kipnuk , Quinhagak andand-
TuntutlIiak

and-
TuntuttiliakTuntutuliakTuntut\lIiakTuntutlIiakTuntuttiliak\ were addeddded to thethe-

list
the-

listlist.. In 1975 ChefornakChefomak , EekEck ,

Kwethluk , Kwingillingok ,

Nightmute andan Tununak wereWer-
eincluded

were-
includedincluded , bringing the total toto-

only
to-

only
'. "-

out
o-ut'-

out
o-ut'-

out
o-ut"'only 13 of the 32 BIABIA-

schools
BIA-

schoolsschools in the area .

"WhenWhen" they ask questionsquestions-
about

questions-
aboutabout how our program isis-

working
is-

workingworking , we have to say wewe-

don't
we-

don'tdon'tdont' know yet ," considersconsiders-
fames

considers-
JamesJarnesfamesJames Berlin who startedstartedwithwithwith-
the

with-
thethe program in Nunapitchuk in
1970 . "WeWe" have to wait untiluntil-
early

until-
earlyearly students get to high schoolschool-
soso we can fully compare .

"ButBut" we do know they likelike-

school
like-

schoolschool better.., ExpressExpresst-
hemselves

Expresst-
hemselvesthemselves more freely now . 1II-

waswas teaching here before thethe-

program
the-

programprogram started when they allall-

had
all-

hadhad to speak English . ThoseThose-
little

Those-
littlelittle beginners , they were justjust-
real

just-
realreal quiet.. They whispered whenwhen-
they

when-
theythey talked . "

Not so , now . TheTIle advent ofof-

bilingual
of-

bilingualbilingual put an end to thethe-

stereotype
lele-

stereotypestereotype ofof"shy"shyshy" little EskimoEskimo-
kids

Eskimo-
kidskids " ., A recent visit to MarieMarie-
Napoka's

Marie-
Napoka'sNapoka'sNapokas' first grade at KwethlukKKwethluk-
found

wethlukwethluk-
foundfound her youngsters bellowingbellowing-
thier

bellowing-
thierthier lungs out at a math contestcontest-
in

contest-
inin English .

There are problems-especiallyproblemsespeciallyproblems--especlallyespeclallyproblems--especiallyproblemsespeclally-
when

problemsespecially-
when

-- -

when the youngsters make thethe-

transition
lClC-

transitiontransition from third to fourthfourth-
grade

fourth-
gradegrade , which usually marks thethe-

eno
the-

endendenoenoofof bilingual instruction .

Some teachers complain thatthat-
their

that-
theirtheir students are confusingconfuslOgconfuslOg-
English

confusing-
EnglishEnglish phonics with those ofof-

Yupik
of-

YupikYupik . And some testers reportreport-
aa fall offff in the rate ofof-

improvement
of-

improvementimprovement as studentsstudents-
advance

students-
advanceadvance through the bilingualbilingual-
grades

bilingual-
gradesgrades .

Researcher James OrvikOrvik-
puzzled

Orvik-
puzzledpuzzled over this in a 19751975-
study

1975-
studystudy . Perhaps the children whowho-
pioneered

who-
pioneeredpioneered the program as thethe-

"leading
the-

"leading"leadingleading" edge " might feelfeel-

unusual
feel-

unusualunusual pressure .
'.

Another theorytheory mightmight be thatthat-
tIle

that-
thethetIle "totaltotal"tot31tot31"tot31concept"totalconcept" concept of bilingualbilingual-
education

bilingual-
educationeducation is questionablequestionabl .andand.,and-
may

.

may not come through on itsits-

initial
its-

initialinitial promise to provideprQvide aa-

quality
a-

qualityquality education program forfor-
Yupikspeaking

for-
Yupik.speakingYupik.speakingYupikspeaking., children ," OrvikO.rvikO.rvik-

wrote
Orvik-

wrote
.

wrotewrote .

"ButBut"BuBu" t such a theory is easilyeasily-
weakened

easily-
weakenedweakened by the remarkableremarkable-
performace

remarkable-
performaceperformace of children in theth-
eearly

th-
eearlyearly primary gradesgradese-

xperiencipg
gradese-

xperiencipgexperiencingexperiencipg the bilingualbilingual-
classes

bilingual-
classesclasses . ".

Some educatorseducatprs credit gainsgains-
more

gains-
moremore to the fact that at lastlast-

there
last-

therethere is structuredstructuredcirriculumcirriculumcirriculum-
within

cirriculum-
withinwithin the school , than toto-

bilingual
to-

bilingualbilingual.. Clearly it is too earlyearly-
to

early-
toto tell.. But overall ,. backers areateate-

optimistic
are-

optimisticoptimistic .

"ResultsResults" . .
.-
from

f-

rom
. from the aboveabove-

battery
above-

batterybattery of testst sts ( BIABlA developeddeveloped-
injrtinpupilsinYupik ) indicated that pupils
in the bilingual program showshow-
significantly

show-
significantlysignificantly higher conceptualconceptuaJ ,

and linguistic development inin-

Yupik
in-

YupikYupik than do the control pupilspupils-
inin English ," BIA61A recentlyrecenrecently-
reported

tlytly-

reportedreported in UsIts "PrimaryPrimary" EskimoEskimo-
Program

Eskimo-
ProgramProgram " newsletternewslet t er..

"EquallyEqually". strongst rang evidenceeVidence-
indicated

evidence-
indicatedindicated a significantly rapidrapid-
growth

rapid-
growthgrowth in English language skillsskills-
for

skills-
forfor pupils in the bilingualbilingual-
program

bilingual-
programprogram with only a fraction ofof-

instruction
of-

instructioninstruction to whichwhichcontrolcontrolcontrol-
pupils

control-
pupilspupils were exposedex posed " .

And evaluators within thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau gave Bethel a bilingualbilingual-
star

bilingual-
starstar .

In the final evaluation report itit-

was
it-

waswasprimaryEskimodeclared "TheThe" primary
Eskimo Program ranks overalloveraJJoveraJJasoverallasasas-

the
as-

thethe most111 ost impressive NorthNorth-
American

North-
AmericanAmerican bilingual program wewe-

have
we-

havehave studied ."
There is no list off how many

NorthmanyNorthmanyNN orth American bilingualbilingual-
programs

bilingual-
programsprograms the BIAlA evaluators hadhad-

studied
had-

studiedstudied , but guesses are goodgood-
that

good-
thatthat exemploryexemplaryexernplory status isn'tisnt' farfar-

off
far-

offoff for the Bethel pioneers .


