
Finest ever Festival-

of

Festival-

of
Festival

of Native Arts hereh-erehere-

By SUE GAMACHEGAMACHE-

Native
GAMACHE-

NativeNative groups from all cornerscornercorners-
of

$
of AlaskaAl3ka$ and a Navajo groupgroup-

from
group-

fromfrom Montana gathered at thethe-

University
the-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska campus toto-

participate
to-

participateparticipate in the 11,97619761976
,
976

.-

F
F.
FestivalFestival-

'of
stivalstival-

rofrof'ofof' Native Arts on.MarchonMarchon . March 15-19151915.--' 19 .

The festival featured fivefive-

nights
five-

nightsnights of entertainment by aa-

different
a-

differentdifferent Native group eacheach-

riight
each-

nightriightnight.. The first night waswas-
dedicated

was-
dedicateddedicated to the Inupiaq ,. thethe-

second
the-

secondsecond to the Aleuts ,. the thirdthird-

t9

third-

totpt9to the Yupiks , the fourth to thethe-

Athabascans
the-

AthabascansAthabascans , and the fifth toto-

the
to-

thethe TlingitTIingit , Haida andand-

Tsimpshian
and-

TsimpshianTsimpshian .

.DanceDance., group'sgroups' fromfrom-
Nom6Beltz

from-
NomeBe1tzNome-BeltzNomeBeltzNom6-BeltzNom6Nome-Be1tzBe1tz--- , Barrow , Bethel ,

Toksook Bay , Nenana ,
MontanaMont na , Hoonah, , Sitka and the

University of Alaska danced on ttt-

theirtheir respective nights . , I,I-

DemonstrationsDemonstrations of.of,. .ofartsofartsarts and >)}

crafts by each group were |
'

,' '

displayed during thethei-

ntermissionintermissionintintermissionofrmissionrrmissionr'o.f, 0f-ofof'o.fo.fof'-.
, each one of the (({

eveningevetting performances . ' "' :

At noon of each day thethe-
different

'
:

different Native groups had a 1'1-

blanket

''

blanket toss and invited all thethe-
participants

the-
participantsparticipants and interestedinterested-
persons

interested-
personspersons attending the festival toto-

join
to-

joinjoin in the fun .

A display of slides , picturespictures-
and

pictures-
andand crafts was set up in thethe-
Wood

the-
WoodWood Center . A full-sizedfullsized- skinskin-
boat

skin-
boatboat was

'
also1so part of thethe-

exhibit
the-

exhibitexhibit..

Elaine Ramos , vice-presidentvicepresidentvicepresident-
of

-

of Rural EducationalEaucational Affairs atat-

Continued
at-

cont'nued
at-

Continued( Continuedcont'nuedcontnued
,
' on Page 6)6)
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FestivalFestiva; stivd.1stivd1
' .

'
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'

!
'off

. NativeNNtc
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tive
'
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tinued
s . . .

(Continued from Page 1)1))

the ,UniyersityUniVersity of Alaska, ,
welcomed all the NativeNatNativeve groups '

that traveled so farfat to attendattendtheattendthef-
estival

.thethe.,the-
festiValfestival .

"' She stated that thethelthel-

preservation

'

preservation of our culturec lture is-

critical
isis-

critical.criticalcritical., .

MsMs. Ramos emphasized how '

important it ', waswas to '" learn thethe-
Native

the-
NativeNative languages ,, dancesdncesdnces '*

,, andand-
alltures

and-
culturesculturesalltures . She 'addedadded'addadd' d, "ifif"' 'ifif5f' ,thethe-
language

the-
languagelanguage dies with our elders soso-

does
so-

does
,

does our heritageherit ge"."
Concerning the UniversityUniversity pfofof-

Alaska
ff-

AlaskaAlaska administration she .saidsaid. .said-

that
saidsaid-

thatthat thingsthin are happening todaytoday-
that

today-
thatthat we onceonce thoughttho ght werewere-
impossibleimpossiblepossible . DrJr?. Robert HiattHia t ,.
president of the university ,.

aridandand-

the
and-

thethe board ofo'fofregents'
regents '' have putput-

education
put-

educationeducation in ruralJUralniral Alaska asIIS,

their top prioritypriority ,
, Ms.

.' RamRarrRamososs-statedsstated'
v.,-vstatedstated that 'herher'her-

highest
', her-

highest"priorityhighesthighest"priorityhighestpriority""prioritypriority" in the;:; positionpoition$
pfoff )vice-presidentvicepresidentWvice-presidentWvice.\ ,'

'
,vi e-presidentepresident- of ruralrural-

educational
'

educational 'affairsaffairs'-affairs
a-ffairs' was the-

preservation
thethe-

preserpreservationpreserati n of 'thethe'

"thethe"
the ' culture

.
ofof-

our
of-

ourour Native AlaskanA1askn people , ',

Emily . BrownBr wn fromfrom-
Un'alakleet

from-
UnalakleetUnalakleetUn'alakleet

'

,. but hoWnownova attendingattending-
the

attending-
'thethe'the:
' UniversityUniversit pf9fof, Alaska,, spokespoke-

about
spoke-

aboutabout the anthropologists ' andand-

arclaelogists
and-

archaelogistsarcriaelogistsarcl\aelogistsarclaelogistsarchaelogists\ ' view of tiiethe NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople . She said , "TheyThey" tell meme-

that
me-

thatthat EskimosEskim have no rhythmrhytlunrhytlun-
and

rhythm-
and, and our stories have no plotsplots-

Ms
plots-

Ms
plots-

Ms
.:"'

-MsMs- . Brown added ,. "WeWe"Weare" -areare-areare- are-

showing
are-

shOwingshowing themt1em they are wrongwrwrongwrong-

by
ngng-

byby 'ourour' ' demonstrations herehere-

tonight
here-

tonighttonight ."
Special recognition was givengiven-

to
given-

toto Toni Jones , AlA1 Hill ' and all

the students at the Special-

Orientation
SpecialSpecial-

OrientationOrientation Services at thethe-

university
the-

universityuniversity for sponsoring thethe-

festival
the-

festivalfestival and finding the funds toto-

bring

to-

bringbring people from all over thethe-

state
the-

statestate toto'attendtoattendattend'attend' .

This year'syears' festival was saidaid$ toto-

have
to-

havehave had the biggest responseresponse-
and

response-
andand

,,
participation by the NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople of Alaska . It broughtbrought-
toge

brough-
ttogethertogethertoge ther an outstandingoutstanding-
assem

outstanding-
assemblageassemblageassem blage of artists andand-

craftsmen
and-

craftsmencraftsmen from each of thethe-

Cultural
the-

cultural
'

cultural areas of the state .

Free to the public the 19761976-

Festival
1976-

FestivalFestival of Native Arts was aa-

major
a-

majormajormajor attempt by the people ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska both Native andand-

nonNative
and-

nonNativenon-NativenonNative- to illustrateillutrate$ thethe-

culture
the-

cultureculture and heritage of the-

Native
thethe-

NativeNative people of Alaska .
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ELIZAEUZA ,, JONESJONES-domonstiatetJONESdomonstiatetJONEs-demonst.tesJONEsdemonst.tesdemonst.tesdemonsttes.:--=demonstratesdemonstrates'net,. 'netnet'netnet'net'weaving' 'weavingweavingweavingwaIVing duringwring ' AthabascanAthpbascanAt bascan .nightnight.nini. t at thethe-

FestivalFestiValFestival of NativeN.tiNti. . ArtsAns .
'
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