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Editor'sEditors' Note : Katie MoMo-Mo-

ses
Mo-

ses
¬-

ses from Tooksook BayBay-

wrote
Bay-

wrotewrote the following accountaccount-

of
account-

ofof a seal party , an eventevent-
that

event-
thatthat takes place when thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst seal of the season is tata-tata-

ken
ta-

ken

¬-

ken , for the 1975 edition ofof-
Theata

of-
TheaterTheataTheater..

TheaterBy

By KATIE MOSESMOSES-
"Seal

MOSES-
"Seal

MOSES-
"Seal"SealSeal" party at our houhou-hou-

se
hou-

se

¬-

se ! " From house to house II-

used

I-

usedused to stick my head inin-

and
in-

andand invite all the women atat-

Toksook
at-

ToksookToksook Bay . AllAIl excited ,

the women would jumpjump-

and
jump-

andand leave whatever they'retheyrethey're-
doing

they're-
doing

'

doing and rush to the seal

party , hoping theyTlthey'lltheyll'' getget-

there
get-

therethere first so theythey'lltheyll' II get thethe-

best
the-

bestbest position . Children , asas-

soon
as-

soonsoon as they find out aboutabout-
the

about-
thethe seal party , get moremore-
excited

more-
excitedexcited than their mothers ,
and spread the word a-aa-

round
a-

round
a-

round
-

round , and go to the sealseal-

party
seal-

partyparty .

During springtime , thethe-

village
the-

villagevillage of Toksook Bay , lolcrlo-lolcr-

cated
lo-

cated
¬-

cated at the southwestsouthwest-
part

southwest-
partpart of Alaska , comes alivealive-

with
alive-

withwith seal parties . The sursur-sursur-

rounding
sur-

rounding
¬-

rounding area comes alivealive-

with
alive-

withwith living sounds , for inin-inin-

stance
in-

stance
¬-

stance the flocks of geesegeese-

flying
geese-

flyingflying over the village , thethe-

ptarmigan
the-

ptarmiganptarmigan in the distance ,

children playing and thethe-

men
the-

menmen with their ski-doosskidoosskidoosskiskidoos-
taking

- oosoos-

takingtaking off hunting . TheThe-

bright
The-

brightbright sun beats down , rere-rere-

flecting
re-

flecting
¬-

flecting on the white snow ,

blinding the people at thethe-

same
the-

samesame time and tanning anyany-any-

body
any-

body
¬-

body who'swhos' enjoying thethe-

springtime
the-

springtimespringtime .

About this time of thethe-

year
the-

yearyear , the men return homehome-
from

home-
fromfrom hunting muktuk (seal )
The women who have beenbeen-

waiting
been-

waitingwaiting at home for thisthis-

chance
this-

chancechance of . celebrating thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst muktuk of the springspring-spring-
time

spring-
time

¬-

time , lose no time sittingsitting-
around

sitting-
aroundaround . The women promppromp-promp-
tly

promp-
tly

¬-

tly prepare for the sealseal-

party
seal-

partyparty .

Seal partying is the tra-tratra-

See

tra-

See

tra-

See

-

(See SEAL , Page Seventeen )



, Seal partypart" attended by. " eeveryoneevervoweergone
(Continued fromCrom Page Fourteen )

dition of the southwesternsouthwestern-
coastal

southwestern-
coastaldoastalcoastal Eskimos . It isb a bebe-bebe-

lief
be-

lief
¬-

lief that women celebratecelebrate-
the

celebrate-
thethe first muktuk of thethe-

spring
the-

springspring so their husbands andand-

sons
and-

sonssons who catch their firstfIrst-

seal

first-

sealseal will gain as successfulsuccessful-
hunters

successful-
huntershunters . It also symbolizesmbolizesmbolizes-
thethesymbolizesthesharing, of thankfulnessthmkfulness: .
The seal partying occursoccurs-
between

occurs-
betweenbetween March and May .

The preparationpreparatioll for thethe-

seal
the-

sealseal party is done with thethe-

help
the-

helphelp of a close relative fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe family . The muktukmukluk isis-

cut
is-

cutcut across the stomach rightright-
down

right-
downdown to the meat . AfterAfter-
it

After-
itit is skinned along with thethe-

fat
the-

fatfat , the fat is cut in two-twotwo-
foot

two-
foot

two-
foot

--

foot long strips . The meatmeat-
is

meat-
isis cut into pieces to pair offoff-

with
off-

withwith the fat..

The women go shoppingshopping-
atat the co-opcoop-- store and toto-

anyany-any.- privately-ownedprivatelyowned-- smallsmall-

stores
small-

storesstores . The women spendspend-
approximately

spend-
approximatelyapproximately one hundredhundred-
dollars

hundred-
dollarsdollars on goods such asas-

fabric
as-

fabricfabric , pilot bread , crackercratkercratker-
jacks

cracker-
jacks

:
jacks , candies , gum , cigaretcigaret-cigaret-
tes

cigaret-
tes

¬-

tes , coffee , tea and toys .

After the shopping is done ,

the things are sorted at thethe-

house
the-

househouse . During the assortassort-assort-
men

assort-
ment

¬-

mentmen t , the children start inin-inin-

viting
in-

viting
¬-

viting the women fromfrom-

house
from-

househouse to house .

The children spread thethe-

good
the-

goodgood news of the seal party .

Like any other party-loverspartylovers- ,

the women get all excitedexcited-
and

excited-
andand they rush to the house

where the seal party is at .

No matter what the womenwomen-
were

women-
werewere doingdQing , the party comescomes-
fIrst

comes-
firstfirst.. Some women leaveleave-

their
leave-

theirtheir hot cup of tea unfiniunfini-unfini-
shed

unfini-
shed

¬-

shed or put down whateverwhatever-
they

whatever-
theythey were sewing .

Rushing to the househouse-
where

house-
wherewhere the husband caughtcaught-
muktuk

caught-
muklukmuktukmukluk , you'dyoud' think,,, thethe-

women
the-

womenwomen are racing on the

Fourth of MyJuly.. Usually thethe-

women
the-

womenwomen want to get the bestbest-

position
best-

positionposition .

The seal party takes placeplace-

at
place-

at, at the porch entrance . TheThe-

women
The-

womenwomen form a semi-circlesemicirclesemicircle-
with

semicircle-
with

--
with the elderly women inin-

the
in-

thethe front tow sitting down ,

and the younger womenwomen-
standing

women-
standingstanding behind the elderlyelderly-
women

elderly-
womenwomen . While waiting for

the seal party , the womenwomen-
chatter

women-
chatterchatter , gossip or just inin-inin-

form
in-

form
¬-

form each other aboutabout-
what's

about-
what'swhat'swhats'' been happening .

Once all the women areare-
comfortably

are-
comfortablycomfortably in their posiposi-posi-

tions
posi-

tions
¬-

tions , the seal party bebe-bebe-

gins
be-

gins
¬-

gins by distributing thethe-

fat
the-

fatfat and meat in containerscontainers-
the

containers-
thethe women brought , whichwhich-
are

which-
areare placed in front of the

elderly women . When allall-

the
all-

thethe fat and meat are givengiven-

out
given-

outout , the most exciting , partpart-
comes

part-
comescomes . The things the wifewife-

of
wife-

ofof the husband bought fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe store are shared amongamong-
the

among-
thethe women . If there'stheres' leftleft-left-

overs
left-

overs
¬-

overs , the things are thrownthrownthrown-

in
thrown-

inin any direction . TheThe-

women
The-

womenwomen get all excited andand-
See

and-
See( See SEAL , Page Eighteen )
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