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KaltagKallag hostsJastsJa sts yearly stick dancedanceesti"itiesfestivities/esti"itiesesti"itiesestiities/ "
Editor'sEditorsEdiJor'sEdiJors'' Note : ShirleyShirley-

Madros
Shirley-

MadrosMadros was born and raisedraised-
in

raised-
inin Kaltag , the site of thisthis-

year's
this-

year'syear'syears' Stick Dance whichwhich-
will

which-
willwill be held , the night ofof-

April
of-

AprilApril 20 after a week ofof-
preparatory

of-
preparatorypreparatory activities . ShirShir-Shir-

ley
Shir-

ley
¬-

ley wrote the following stosto-sto-
ry

sto-

ry
-¬-

ry for the 1975 issue ofof-
Theata

of-
TheataTheata , a publication byby-

University
by-

UniversityUniversity of Alaska NativeNative-
students

Native-
studentsstudents .

By Shirley MadrosMadros-
There

Madros-
There

Madros-
ThereThere are many AthabasAthabas-Athabas-

can
Athabas-

can

¬-

can dances performedperfonned inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska , some for specialspecial-
occasions

special-
occasionsoccasions and others justjust-

for
just-

forfor fun . One of these dancesdances-
isis the Stick Dance , which isis-

held

is-

heldheld everyeveI)' other year inin-

March
in-

MarchMarch or April in the NativeNative-

villages
Native-

villagesvillages of Kaltag and Nula-NulaNula-

to
Nula-

to
Nula-

to
-

to , both located on thethe-

middle
the-

middlemiddle Yukon River..

One of the resons for haha-ha-

ving
ha-

ving

¬-

ving this feast is to hastenhasten-
the

hasten-
thethe reincarnation of thethe-

soul
the-

soulsoul of the dead person .

Another , to pay , in a way ,

the person who took care ofof-

the
of-

thethe funeral arrangements .

This includes washing the

dead person'spersons' body or , ififaif-

person
if-

person
a

person drowned , the personperson-
who

person-
whowho found the body wouldwould-
most

would-
mostmost likelyHkely be "dressed"fordressedfor"dressed'for"dressed'for-
the

" '""'''the feast.. The feast takestakes-
place

takes-
plateplaceplate in the presence of thethe-

hi'o
the-

hi'ohi'ohio' (stick ) .

About a year before thethe-

Stick
the-

StickStick Dance takes place , thethe-

family
the-

familyfamily of the deceased goesgoes-

to
goes-

toto a close friend to ask if hehe-

or
he-

oror she would like to reprerepre-repre-
sent

repre-
sent

¬-

sent one of the family whowho-

has
who-

hashas died , by exchanging aa-

dish
a-

dishdish ( tl'oaktloaktI'oaktIoak' ) of food . If thethe-

friend
the-

friendfriend accepts the offer , hehe-

will
he-

willwill return the dish . AfterAfter-
that

After-
thatthat , the family brings thethe-

"dead
the-

"dead"deaddead" " person a dish everyeveIevery-

month
)'month , and the "deaddead" " perper-per-

son
per-

son
¬-

son returns it the next day .

This exchanging goes on unun-unun-

til
un-

til

¬-

til the night of the StickStick-

Dance
Stick-

DanceDance .

Throughout the year , thethe-

men
the-

menmen are busy hunting , andand-

the
and-

thethe women cut and drydldry-

salmon
)'salmon , whitefish , and shee-sheeshee-

fish
shee-

fish
shee-

fish
-

fish in preparation for thethe-

potlatches
the-

potlatchespotlatches held during thethe-

week
the-

weekweek of the Stick Dance .

Knitting and sewing are alsoalso-

done
also-

donedone by the women . TheThe-

finished
The-

finishedfinished mittens , socks ,

parkas , mukluks , gloves ,

and
,
hats will be givenven toto-

friends
to-

friedsfriendsfrieds of the deceased durdur-dur-

inlt

dur-

ing

¬-

inginlt the "dressingdressing"dressinltdressinlt" . "

About three nights bebe-bebe-

fore
be-

fore
¬-

fore the Stick Dance , thethe-

men
the-

menmen practice the songs theythey-

plan
they-

planplan to sing . The whole vilvil-vilvil-

lage

vil-

lage

¬-

lage attends these practicepractice-

sessions
practice-

sessionssessions and the womenwomen-
participate

women-
participateparticipate by danqingdancing . A

potlatch is usually held onon-

these
on-

thesethese nights .

It is an exciting and busybusy-

week
'-

week
w-

eekbusy'week'-

week
w-

eek' week for the villagers , sincesince-

aa lot of visitors come intointo-
town

into-
town

into-
towntown to partake in the cere-cerecere-

See
cere-

See
cere-

See

-
(See KALTAG , Page Eighteen )
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;>village"andvillageandvillage"and-
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th
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the'pthertheptherthft''9thptherrvillagesvillages.tvillagestvillagesvillages-

On
villages.t-

On
. ,

, -OnOn.OO-. the nightnightof'thnightofth, of'the StickStick-
I

Stick-
D

Stick-
DanceI DanceD nce , a potlatch is.. held .,

Large pots of moosmoose? stewstew-
are

stew-
areare carried in byvby' the ' menmen-
and

men-
andand boys . Dried salmon ,

sKeefishs1ieetishslieefish and whitefish stripsstrips-
are. are also brought inilJiii . KettlesKettles-

of
Kettles-

ofof tea and coffee are keptkept-
wann

kept-
warmwarmwann by the hot1,10t110t, .

, vstovestoVe .

Cakes , cookies ';, 'breadsbreads'brebre' ds ' andand-

Indian
and-

IndianIndian ice creameteamtemmwifuwithwifuwithber-withberwithber-
ries

.berber., b r-rr-
ries

¬-
ries are set on a long 'tabletable',table

r-rrMl, -,\Ml,
,.

-: '
. :r, '

,. :>"' " ,1111, I ('" "ft1ft1" I

; iniiSa1O"-
a

1O-
a

in
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.
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"hallhall-

which
hall .
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h )+ i; iss"is.wheretheiswherethe'

,. where i!ith!t} the '
, Stick"Stick.StickStick".
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Jjhance'takeshancetakes.Stickhance'takes1c{ Tak' '
plplaceccfter;' \fterfter4fterthe\ thl,
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srAfterr'AfterAfter'

Aft r1the},
thefthi l'1 potlatchthepotlatchtherr-

ienvSito'ri
potIatcpotlatch lt; *xthethe,' ,{

rrienvSito'rirrienvSitorimensit'onmensitonmensiton:: ;;
' ' abench:abenchttind!: bench indend bet-betbe-

tii
bebeNbe-

gin
\)-=

", N

giiigin i u;singingsingingthei'traditionaTsingingtheitraditionaTii8f g'igiiV.thfXiVthfX
'

,,
.he ;, '; tradjjtiqrialtr diti tarlar-

l'IXSbngsTh

'
'1'IXSbngsThIXSbngsTh13'songsThe13songsThe3'! bngs/They6ngsbngsThey6ngs/:'.,,

"- sois- oi" songsgsaiareare usuiisususu-susu-

allyabout
¬.-

allyallyaboutallyallyabout-aboutabout-, abo i'.' .thethe.

, ha
, deceasedd

.
eased'

andand-

what
and-

whatwhatwhat' , heheYfihe .

' :prpr>f'
, ':shesh.taccshtaccshesheaccomp9{:,'accompaccomp' accomp9accomp9-

lisped
p''"

Hshedlishedlisped ' in lifelifeJt. JbeShTheyTheytTliey taretiareareall:-allall-all.,

sung in 'tKetKe'tle'thethe'tltl' e AthabascanAthabascattAth bSCait lanj-lanj13,1\-13,11311an-1anlanj-

guage
13,1-

guage
1an-

guage

,\,---
guageguage ,.} S/x-

111.1
x-

1111
x-

111.1The'". *".
The womenwomen and gjirjs1gidsgirls '

sfandsfa d in rowsrQWsrows pf9f 10 oddI1ddI1f-
acing

'flMl",
,

tt-

facingfacing the singers , sitting onon-

the
on-

thethethe;5'floorfloor' floor9d!. pfoi,or , onn benchesben hes .

((SeeSee 1KALTAG1CALTAGkA
'
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,
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. Kaltag hosts yearly stick dance
( Continued from Page Eighteen )

They stoppstoopstoQp over a little andand-

without
and-

withoutwithout moving their legs oror-

feet
or-

feetfeet , swing the upper partpart-

of
part-

ofof their body and their armsarms-

with
arms-

withwith a twisting motion . InIn-

their
In-

theirtheir hhinds<Jndsnds they hold eithereither-
aa scarf or a thong of leather .

Dressed in brightly coloredcolored-
garments

colored-
garmentsgarments , they make aa-

beautiful
a-

beautifulbeautiful scene .

After the 13 songs havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen sung , the stick isis-

brough
is-

broughtbroughtbrought in by the men .

Colored ribbons are wrapwrap-wrap-

ped
wrap-

ped

¬-

pedpedaroundaround it from top toto-

bottom
to-

bottombottom . The people dancedance-
around

dance-
aroundaround the hallh ll with thethe-

stick
the-

stickstick chanting the hi'ohio' . It is

then erected in the middlemiddle-

of
middle-

ofof the floor , and tied to aa-

beam

a-

beambeam by a man on a ladder..

People chant and dancedance-

around
dance-

aroundaround the stick all night..

Blankets , bolts of material ,

knitted gloves , socks andand-

scarves

and-

scarvesscarves are broughtbrought in , carcar-car-

ried
car-

ried

¬-

ried around the stick aa-

couple
a-

couplecouple of times , and put inin-

a

in-

aa corner for the "dressingdressing" . "

Otter , wolf , beaver , martenmarten-
and

marten-
andand mink pelts are tied toto-

the
to-

thethe top of the stick by somesome-

lucky
some-

luckylucky trapper..

Towards the end of thethe-

Stick
the-

StickStick Dance , the stick isis-

stripped
is-

strippedstripped of its ribbons byby-

people
by-

peoplepeople keeping them forfor-

souvenirs
for-

souvenirssouvenirs . The pelts are putput-

in
put-

inin a corner , too .

Around eighteight or ninenine-

o'clock
nine-

o'clocko'clockoclock' in the morning , thethe-

stick
the-

stickstick is taken downclown and carcar-car-

ried
car-

ried

¬-

ried fromfromone' one end of the vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage

¬-

lage to the other.. Finally , itit-

is

it-

isis broken in front of towntown-
and

town-
andand thrown over the bankbank-

into
bank-

intointo the river . Those whowho-

tayed
who-

stayedstayed\tayedtayed'\ up all night dancingdancing-
now

dancing-
nownow retirereti to rest for thethe-

"dressing
the-

"dressing"dressingdressing" " that is to behe heldheld-

that
held-

thatthat night..

After the potlatch , thethe-

"dressing
the-

"dressing"dressingdressing" " takes place . AA-

partition
A-

partitionpartition is put up behindbehind-
which

behind-
whichwhich the people representrepresent-represent-
ing

represent-
ing

¬-

ing the dead strip down .

The people who are givinggiving-

clothing
giving-

clothingclothing as gifts , dress themthem-
in

them-
inin a new wardrobe .

They wear fur parkas ofof-

rabbit
of-

rabbitrabbit or beaver skins , beadbead-bead-

ed
bead-

ed
¬-

ed calfskin mittens andand-

mukluks
and-

mukluksmukluks made of calfskincalfskin-
oror beaver.. The clothes areare-

put
are-

putput in printed bags whichwhich-
they

which-
theythey carry out with them .

After they are dressed , giftsgifts-

are
gifts-

areare presented to the peoplepeople-

who
people-

whowho are close to the deceasdeceas-deceas-
ed

deceas-
ed

¬-

ed . These are the blankets ,

bolts of materialsmat rials , gloves ,

socks and hats that werewere-

brought
were-

broughtbrought around the stickstick-

the
stick-

thethe night before . The peopeo-peo-

ple
peo-

ple

¬-

ple receiving gifts leaveleave-

them
leave-

themthem outside of their homeshomes-
during

homes-
duringduring the nightnigllt.. It is saidsaid-

to
said-

toto be bad luck if left insideinside-

after
inside-

afterafter receiving them .

The next day , the peoplepeople-
represcnting

people-
representingrepresentingreprescnting the dead walkwalk-

around
walk-

aroundaround town , shaking handshands-
wi

hands-
withwithwi th all the villagers , sayingsaying-
the

saying-
thethe final good-byegoodbye- to thethe-

dead
the-

deaddead personTpersonpersonT-
On

perso :"
On the last night of thethe-

celebration
the-

celebrationcelebration , a Mask Dance ,

or more commonly calledcalled-

"Washtub
called-

"Washtub"WashtubWashtub" Dance " is held .

The Mask Dance refers toto-

masks
to-

masksmasks which should bebe-

worn
be-

wornworn by both men andand-

women
and-

womenwomen when placing theirtheir-

food
their-

foodfood behind the partition .

Because the men used to hithit-

aa stick againstagall1st a washtubwashwashtub-
covered

tubtub-

coveredcovered with plastic , the sese-sese-

cond
se-

cond
¬-

cond name was given to thethe-

dance
the-

dancedance . A partition made ofof-

canvas
of-

canvascanvas is put in the hall .

While the men sing , the wowo-wowo-

men
wo-

men
¬-

men put various foods bebe-bebe-

hind
be-

hind
¬-

hind the canvascacanvaswas . They areare-

expected
are-

expectedexpected by all to dance .

The movements made areare-

much
are-

muchmuch like those ofofEskimo-
dancers

EskimoEskimo-
dancersdancers , although the songssongs-

are
songs-

areare all in the AthabascanAthabascan-
language

Athabascan-
languagelanguage . Two people sit at .

the ends of the canvas ,

keeping time with the musicmusic-
by

music-
byby waving a stick in the air .

After all the women havehave-

come
have-

comecome in and danced , thethe-

men
the-

menmen leave and thenthnth n returnrreturnturn ,

laden with food to place bebe-bebe-

hind
be-

hind
¬-

hind the canvas . They areare-

also
are-

alsoalso expected to dance .

The food is then passedpassed-
toto adults by some men . UsUs-UsUs-

ually
Us-

ually
¬-

ually soft ,. drinks , candy andand-

cookies
and-

cookiescookies are given to thethe-

children
the-

childrenchildren .

Now that the week ofof-

celebrating
of-

celebratingcelebrating is over , the visivisi-visi-

tors
visi-

tors
¬-

tors return home and KaltagKaltag-
isis a peaceful village again .


