Convention opens Thursda
Hopson to del

Eddie Hopson, well known Inupit
elder from Barrow, will deliver the
keynote nddress mt the 1990 Alaskn
Federmtion of Natives Annual Conven-
tion, according to AFN President Julie
Kitka.

This year's convention theme ©
“Celebrating Aluskn Natve Culiores

iver A
aml Lifestyles.” It is scheduled for
Thursduy through Saturday ot the
Egan Convention Center n
Anchomge.

“BEddie Hopson is an wdeal in
dividual 1o speak o the theme of this

vear's convention, " Kitka saul
She noted that Hopson has been o

tespeciod Native leader Tor over 20
years, having worked for the passage
of the Aluska Native Claims Settle
ment Act during the 1960 and, in the
following years, fo ensure (s
implementation.

“We chose this year's theme o
reflect the diversity and uniqueness of

FN keynote address

Alaska Nitive peoples and cultures,
Kitka said. “"While much of the
delegates’ attention — ot of necess
ty — mist be focused on subsistence
and how Aluska Native people will be
affected by the dual system of fish o

e management over the long-term,
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wie will wlso be dl:u,lj.*q:qlllg how A llasks
MNatves can participale more effective-
Iv in the lurger soviety ™

Kitha sand Hopsin's knowledge of
trnditional  Native ways and  the
political expenence he has gaimned over
the past 30 years will gnsure he pro-
vides an excellent interpretution of the
AFN theme and the challonges ficing
Alaska Natives

Hopson has lived all his hife on the
North Slope und has served as o direc-
tor amdd past preswlent of the Arciw
Slope Regronal Corp. since its incep-
non i 1972 until 1983

He also hos been a commissioner ol
the ASRU Housing Authority since
1979 and has served as 8 comimis-
siomer then chairman of the Alaska

Eskimo Whaling Comoussion Trom
1988 1o 19690,

Hopson repluces W ilma Mankiller,
prancipal chief of the Cherokee Naton

of Oklahoma, who had 1o cancel her

appearance at AFN  for medical
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