Vote yes on the marijuana initiative

by Paul Swetzol
for e Toimndrw Thmes

I o few weeks we'll have the op-
pottumty Ly vole onoan issoe which
iy nel sceme very  impsortant o
Adaska Matives, but it s 1's Ballot
Measure Noo 2 the  mariuani

Iikiative
Some  people.  proumarily  non
Nitives, believe that the possession

Al s ol e 1o < oances ol rarijuani
b the Booie showlhd remaio legal umdes
simle Jusw

Y eah, the folks who gave us alcobol
s wnl b e o chnldren
juitne. No thianks

I koow that aleahol s legal, and |
koavovw thot alcobol is Lar worse Tor onp
peroople amd owr villgges than man
e Soowhat™ Alcohol is lepal and
Wbk killed many ol owe peagile,
destroved  Jamiblies amd broken up
villipes

Hediouse o juann iy less destn
live  does this mean we  should
wloomne thos droge uvto omrr bomes and
il e

Alcohal s e avvepled drug n
Western sodity. I s this very ac
vieptanee which has comnboed o high
rmibdes o Native sidndes, imotorecd
dvaths amd the near breakop ol ou
e wnd wonsdder ful cultures

Manw the merry hand of non-Native

OPINION

Aleut

dopers wanis W encourage  ou
chitldren (o use marijuana because if's
thear drug of choce

They say aloohil s bad, maryjans
s OK

I sty ons all bad. Sonwe drugs ore
worse than others but that s not an ex
cime (o encourage our children to use
the lesser of the evils

Dur ks need 1o koow thear cultural
wlentiy . They need o kmow the olid
skills and the best of the new skills
Pheey need ws see wath clear eves the
wiomnder ol thew people, the continulm
ol thowr hermage amd expenence the joy
of e am the rwe, nav through the haze
ol drig

Mimy ol ol willages huve Torbid
den the imporation o use oF any drug,
micluding nleahol and manpana They
hisvie done this under our Native liws,
under lederal Incion Ligor Taws and
when possible, wmler the simte Tocal
aplion Jaws

We should support the stanew il
recriminalization of drags, be
aloohol or morpguanie. We should en

force the prohibiton of all drogs under
our lews and support efforts (o keep
drugs out of the hands of our kids
when they are vasiting or living oul
sidde of the village.

Don’t let non Native supporiers ol
drug use tell our kids and our peoples
thal drupg use s a nght

Do use bs non o cight. I, hovweves
cultural gesocide. We canmol condone
and must oot allow these people o
wanikl our people in substiiunng an
aleohol dure Tor a marijuann haze

We can't battle Tor our sovereignty
and hunting and fishing rights while
sk g o joing, sporting cocammne or
drinking alcobol. We can't talk our of
Iwo siddies of our mouth

Let's rid vurselves and our villages

ol alcohol, maripuana, cocatne wd all
other drugs  Leét's show the non
Native drug pushers, bootlegpers and
vmporters whist we think nIH them

Let"s Kick them out of our villages,
oul of our hives, and, of ol all possi
ble, out of Alaska.

Chir village people know how 1o
handle these ‘_Imuplu:. and handle them
we st Thén we must ke our
MNative people who huve been suckered
tito helping these fools destroy us and
lrce them 1o see what they are l.imng
bt themselves and their

Vore oo to drugs. 11 all of uli Vol

=

Let's show the
non-Native drug
pushers, boow-
gers and importers
what we think of

them.

s ock tor the recnnumaleati o
marijuana, we will be sending u
powerful message o the drag and
wleohol dealers, the killers of our
cultures, that they e ol welvame m
our villages, our regions or the stite

This s nidt a hiberal or ¢onservative

wsue. @ Democrate or Repubhican
psaue, oF 8 MNabive versas hone MNative
155U

A vile dpainst drugs s b vole for
otr children, our culinres, our hives,
our pride and our sell-esteem

Cn Nov. 6 vide "ves™ om Ballon
Megsure No. 2, the eecrimingdization
of man o



