Group wants only ‘genuine’ Natives

by Peul Ongtooguk

For ibe Tupdes Tiemes

SMidke show and presentution on ANWE
the Arctiv Noatoral Wildlife Refupe,

Aluska  and ol developmen, en

viremmenfad concerns, the view  of

Alaska Notives

EAST LANSING, MICH The
poster apnouncing  all  this  was
photocopied on brightly colored paper
like so many plastered  around
Michigan Swine University

Yol read itagnin. It was aonoun-
g what [ knew to be an unusuol event
tor Alaska, for conservationists and
fior Al MNutives. Ervirstimentalists
were, Tor the st e thae | could
recall, oot oaly paying sttention o the
eny iromment ba also to fhe oregial m
habrtants of o

A ormer tobal council member
and an Alaskae Native in Kotzebue |
knew that envitonmentabists have not
disagrecd  with. Aloska  Natives s
mibh s they have simply jgnord s,
B i prresentition abont Arctie Lamd
il sen that i loded us . 1 decided o
wirs worthe wtiending

Fhe Departmeént of Namrul
Resommves aaioriong wis set i like
a  classeovom Jor o hoard ol
undergrmdomtes.  The chaine  were
cramiped wnd b deriatingly small
prevertingt worntiog bosarcks attiocboed wo e
gthit sude ol the Intetlocking row of
SCiils

lhl' ||“l!|l'”l LW 'l'l“]\' [.”IFI' ‘Il'
people, anlamts 1o eliders, with @
Falunce of gemder, Notiveably the
dience wins bt completely amifor
o e I pemnded me pnee agam tha
e eoviromnmential grongs seem n be
alimist exidlusively Caucasian

How 1y secount Tor ths?

There was o lon of commmon as
wople Tiled amd oked over all the
wichures angd  mlormptn sheots
Fhere were also petitions available
apn. The brochures ineluded  the
Adaskat Comvserviition Foundiition: -

br ke onne Last wilderness ieeasure
asa blessang to the whole wogkil ™
e Muargarel 1 Muric We en
s apectal gifts o hooor o

P SenLRi 0

The room was filled o capacity with
a nurmber of peaple stunding along the
wall. There were pethups 3K or imore
people

Alexander then mitroduced Susan
Girce Stollz, who was dressed in pliam
tolk dress and hud an seoustic guinar
She opened with song Iy rics that spoke
of ““the Arctic place | call home. ™ |
thoight about this later when she saul
shiee bved i Farrbsinks (well withan the
treeling and south of the Arctic),

She had moved o Fairbanks from
Michigan i the "8, The next song
lyries ineluded “"brothers and sistlers

call of the wild, 1 feel it in my
hones.

She played the acoustic gudur with
skl and sang with clariyy and power
Fhe audience vigorously applauded
displaying obwvious enthusiasim

The next song had pudence par
ticipation. The key word was gorbags
Every time Staliz sang - parbage, ™ the
lisaeners shoued “'Garbage!™ They
ware fimd

Ule Iyraes were an mdiorment o
comstmerism.  and waste by
Amwricans  Sull, the applause was
S

Al the concluston Stolte spoke of
traveling acrossthe colintry, nweting
people who were " bumoed oot i
the carth s dying. She countered,
howiover, that earth is not dying, b
is being killed by people

Al the el ol er List song, which
wiis the itrocuction for the poigal
micssage, she brged ds o wrilc
nid tu%! them o stop,

Fhe cemer prece of the evimng was
the shae shorw gond narration by Gilen
thon RBrunk . Biunk described Tnnsell
s b pemined game ologist who hid
mived t Adaska when he was IR
yeurs ol The shides, openced with A
b bards, anionals wod seenery ani then

mowved 1o the Prodboe onf Brelids
papselime arnd T it
ths  central argument wis that

Prodhoee was mad the clean, eédologicul
by sensthive production Geld the ol
companies portraved il to be. Rather

The portrayal of Alaska Natives
was also familiar. There seems to

be an assumption
Natives realize and be
our dependency on the cash econ-

if Alaske
n oacton

omy we are no longer genuine

Natives.

ety of fomily and friends, ™ The
browhure hiis o stomped envelope al
lached Jor dopatins,

Another announced m bold pring

You Can Help Save The Arctic No
nonil Wildhife Refuge.”™ and at the
bottom, also in bold print, *“Spread
The Word!"™ The handouts pictured
fowr pulfing, three brown und one
pirlar beur, one woll, one porcupine
ared 11 conboy

The meeting began as Rosemiry
Adexander of the Mid-Michigan Sierra
Club thanked the MSU Forestry Club,
the Sierrn Club nnd the Audubon
Society Tor their nctive support of the

he displayed photographs of piles of
rusted ol droms, moles of tundo scar
redd from exploration,

The implication was il exploction
amd development of the Arctic Na
tonal Wiklle Refuge would also be
masmaniged and destructive

Brunk's second argument centered
of the need for Amernicans to redoce
wititeful consumption of encrgy by us-
g more efficient relrigermtors and ap
plinnces, buying fuel efficient cars and
embarking on o lifestyle that lowered
LS. energy demamis

The Tirst argument is serlins, the se-
comed ohvions

A third argument, and the most
triguing from my perspective, con-
cerned the portmynl of Alsska Natives
wid development. In the portrayal of
Prudhoe’s operation, Brunk noted tha
while caribou bulls might stay in ac-
uve operations areas, Prudhoe wis no
longer o calving area,

Femules wd young only wenl by the
butldings ongd pipelines when driven
by heavy mosiquito infestation. This
s bearing on ANWR and Aliaskn

Nutives. What 18 10 be done?

I would not argue in behall of
Kaktovik's leaders. They ure capable
of muking their own delense, il they
are aware they are being attacked . In-
stead, 11 seems more Important o sug-
pest that Brunk, Brunk's fellow en
vitonmentalists and perhaps many
others nead 10 acknowledge some
realitics in Alaskn Native society

Alaska Natve politieiuns (and many
Native leaders — not always the same)

1 doubt many people would
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want to turn back the clock to pre-
contact Native society. In North-
west Alaska, that would mean
volunteering to a life where the

average lifespan was perhaps less

than 40 years.

N tves i that some Tocations Largeted
for explormaon are just thin — places
where canbou bear thewr young.
aring  the presentation,  Brunk
stinted] that Kaktovik nevertheless ap-
proved of ail exploration becanse the
leadership was motivated by preed and
w shwrt-sg hied behel in the power of
ey o correct socinl problems
I contmst, Arctic Village aml
Vinetie were described as a pan of the
IR LY Fu.:npl:u ol the Athabascun mation
whin had by an agreed document op:
posed upening ANWR 1o oil explora
ton and development
According 1o the presentation, the
Alaska Nonves who were agaimst ol
eaploration amd developmant were by -
g of their heritage and trocdition
What o make of all hs? Brunk
asked people 1o sign a perition against
ANWR exploration and development
anywhere in the area mcluding the
copstal rone  curremly under con-
stlleration by Congress.

He agrued oil exploration in ANWR
is short-sighted.

As an Alaska Native and o citizen
ol the ste, 1 felt ns though 1 had
visited an environmental church ser-
vice, perhaps the church of Henry
Duvid Thoreaw,

The participant songs, the cull for
iooconversion  from  our  consumer
philosophy, the potent mixture of
argumeni and emotional persussion,
combined with every o rnce of
stncere conviction by both Stolte and
Brunk wuas an experience in en-
vironmental evangelism

The present rond of America is
dark, short-sighted, fluwed, bound for
destruction, but there s hope in in-
dividual conversion and commitment.
Individunl salvation and working
together as n community of believers
was 8 familiar chord. We have many
missionanes i rural Alaska

The portrayal of Alaska Natives was
alvoy Bamibliar, There seems to be an
assummption that if Alnsks Natives
realize and begin o wct on our
dependency on the cash economy we
are no longer genuine Natives,

Huowever, others argue our failure
to sdddress our dependency on cash i
producing r social disaster for Alaska

face the same dilemmas all people n
decision-making capocities lace
there are rorely bk and white
reasons or choces

Hrunk ponirayed Prodhoe only in
negative teoms, During the 1960y and
Tk when Prudhoe wus being con-
structed Alaska Natives hod no veto
power on the project, T by some wim
of fate Alaska Natives could have had
more sy about development in their
own backyards, many would have
nevertheless allowed i

Hrunk would argoe that s shor
sighted and preedy (cemanly that s the
wiy Kaktowik's liaders, when dong
so, are descnbed)

Having Fad the occasion t meet, -
erview, tolk with and hsten to o
number of prominent Alaska Native
leaders, | would say that & few seem
definitely short-sighted and greedy,
Muny. however, realize there is no
wrning back the clock and no easy
ANSWers,

I doubt many people would want 1o
turn back the clock o pre-contact
Native sociely. In Northwesi Alaska,
that would mean volunieering to a life
where the average lifespan was
perhups less than 40 years,

Truditional life was richly intelligen!
andd constructed by people to take ad-
vantage of scasonal abundance
Nevertheless, starvation times re-
n:u-rm:l when animals following the

lation cycles eventually
'!.'rl.l!iﬂd or weather prevented hant-
'"ﬁv athering at crucial times.
ith the resources present, tradi-
ticnal society mude tremendous use of
the nities available. Today,
many nspects of modern society have
heen introduced.

Alaska Natives cannol hide o
escape from the tide of modern socie-
ty, If Aluska Natives have the cash,
if we have the job oppartunities, if we
have the training nnd education, some
hencfits of all these changes moy be
within our grasp.

Too many Alaska Natives don't
have the prerequisites. Too many
Alnskn Natives rather than being
agents of change are simply becom-
ing victims of .

ere is o “'eutch 22"

oontinusd on page Twenty four

n how en-



e Environmentalists push their agenda

conhinued borm age elghben

virommentalists, wml perhaps ollyers,
see Alaskn Natives. The problem
begins with the continued population
growth in ruml Alaska,

IF Alaska Natives continue 1o sub-
sist primarily on hunting amd gather-
ng, the impect on gnimal, plunt and
Ihlmiwlntinnﬁ may becomie obyec-
tonible. Severil Sierra Club members
ankd many sport bunters have sad this
line his already been crossed.

However, iF Aliska Natves attemi
e enter the cash economy us pro-
ducers, then resource development
will also huve a negative impact on
annudl, plamt and Gsh populistion

Whitt 15 b be donme” Reduce the
r--puluuuu of Alaska Naves? Tha
s not yel been suggested. 1 Alaska
Mutives rely oo heavily on what sur
rivunds thelr communitics they are
opeth B drihiciam

I Aduska Naotives become oo Coi
witiest 1o the cash economy they are
also apen o et by environmen-
talists for the inevitble conseguences
al such an economy.,

Lot e mole that ooy iroome malists
are mot the only pom- Mative Americans
why have sl can only be destribed
g et o Qo an deast Lo ey Adask
Matives) standard of whit " Nutive ™
i Phast s, wee poe less Native the oo

wi uie sugoesstul in laking Western
ool gd orgaczatvns and using them
for the benefit of Alusks Native
sHely

Alaska Natives are seen  as
thotghtless rubes | we Lol in business
and as “sold-out Brooks Brothers
capitalists ™ if we succeed

The only real Nutives are pristine
uid pre-European, soconding to many
AETIcuns

Ervironmentalists just seem more
Bitten by this bug than others. Few
people, though, would argue
Amencans ure less American  because
they don’t dove buggies or have
slaves, perform  surgery  with
anesthesin amd recognize the right of
woinen o vole

I 've mever hesrd people compliun or
consider the Japanese w be  less
Jupanese beviuse they are no longer
politically divided bono samura, et
chants, artisans, peasants and roval
ty. The Japanese are not seen as less
Jupanese because they now munufsc
ture curs, stereos and use Western
micdicine

Almska Natives, however, are coin
monly viewesl as no longer Native 1
we look uny different from " Nanook
ol the North™ or the photographs ol
Fdward Curmis,

Antiericin angd Japanese society can
misdernize and still be Amenican or
lupunese. By such o harrow view,
Adpska Native socwty canconly freere

v time Like the Amash or be con
sidered less Native, Tt is time tix con
sider why this 15 so.

L also Dind o strange on the parn ol
environmentalists like Brunk that they
will push their agends about what
should be done in rural Alaska in East
Lansimg, Mich., and across the
“Lower 48,7 but admittedly do not
go o rural Alaska o talk with the
people who live in the " wilderness™
they wish to *"preserve. ™

I can only wonder for whom the en-
viropmentalists are trying to protect
the wilderness. Is rural Aluska 10 be
preserved for future relatively wealthy
individunls?

I this meeting and the individuals
in the environmental mignzines ure
uny reasonable reflection of general
membership, it would uFfll:lI Almsho
is 10 be presesved Tor n laggely white
and relatively wealthy audignce.

It would be mieresting o compare
the average income of the Sierrs Club
membership with Alsskn Nabves.

| believe Brunk would say no, rural
Alaska should be preserved lfor
everyone. Il he really sccepts thal
Aluska Natives ane @ legiimate part of
rurl Aloska then he aid hes collengues
need o begin o serious dislogue with
s about the divection and plans en
vironmentalists have Tor rural Aliska

In this respect, the oil compunies ol
least pretend o be more sensitive o
Adaska MNatives. They ot least humor

us with the appéarance of inlerest in
OBE Views.

A historical perspective may help
the discussion. lﬁmt of the parks and
preserves in rural Alaskn were created
out of o process which began with Sec-
tion 17 (d) of the Alaska Native
Clnims Settlement Act. Over o period
of 10 years of wagh negotiations, with
few [linancial resources, Alaska
Nutives managed 1o hold on 1© about
40 million acres of our own lund.

The conservationists and  en-
vironmentalists had much greater lob-
bying power and n more sophisticated
political strocture. They eventually
won over 100 million acres of rural
Alaskn as protected land.

What we describe us our Alaskn
Mative sertlement was title W only 40
million acres of our former lands, As
a result of the Alaskn Native Claims
Settlemnent Act, the oil companics also
received a clear shot mt the oil fields
and lands lor the pipeline.

The division of money, land and
rights in Alaska had fir mote w do
with economic power than anything so
ubstract s justice

Brunk argued that he did not visit
rural Alaska because there was no
money in it, os there is apparently n
bast Lansing. He knows the lessons
ol economics. He should not fauly
Koktoviks or other Alasks Native
villuge leaders i they have also
lenrned the same Jesson



