Subsistence comments
sought from Alaska public

The Federal Subsistence Board hus
announced comimumities o arcas in
Aluska that are being proposed for
rural andd non-raral status, and people
are being asked 10 comment on the
recommendations from now until Dec.
10,

1 want 1o emphusize, ' said Walter
0. Sueglitz, Federal Subsistence
Board charman and regional director
of the Fish and Wildlife Service, *"that
the decisions of the board are
prelimunary and that we have propossd
these communities for rural/non-rural
status.

“We will carefully review public
comunent and any additional informa-
tion before making a final decision, ™
he smd.

Federal subsiience regulations that
went into effect July 1 require the
hoard o make n deiermination of mral
and mon-raral stutns by Dec. 31

Public meetings will be held in each
of the argas proposed fof none rurl
sttus  and o other  communities
throghonnt Alrska thas eoonth and ne xt
momth

The Federal Subsistence Board s
vomposed of the Aliska heads of the
Fish and Wildhiie Service, Bureau of
Land Management, Nabonal Park Ser-
vice, Forest Service and Burcau ol In-
dian ATTairs,

The board made s decision follow-
g an analysis. Federal staff who

repared  recommendations for the
rd worked with the Subsistence
Diviseon of the Alaska Department of
Fish amd Game, the University of
Alaskn  Anchorage’s Institute for
Socinl and Economic Research, the
Alnska Department of Labor and the
planning  departments of several
cotmmunitics.

The first step in developing the
recommendalions was to gale
communities that exhibit a high degree
of socinl and economic mixing into
one community. The criteria wsed
were:

*Do 15 percent or more of the
working people commute from one
community 1o

*Are daily or semi-daily shopping
trips typically made?

*Do the communities share 4 com-
mon. school district?

When the Hmrll.mn of com-
munities was completed, they were
placed in population categories as
follows:

*Less than 2,500

sBerween 2,500 and 7, (NN

o7 000 and greater

Communities were then lentatively
categorized us rural/non-rural, bused
an population.

Rural communities were ientified
ns those with n population of less than
2,500, and communitics with a

pulation of 7,000 or greater were
Fl?em‘lﬁﬂl as non-rural,

No assumptions were made al this
step about those communities with

Intions between 2,500 and 7,000,
2,500 population level was
selected because it is a Nigure used by
the Census Burcau to divide rural from
non-rural, according to the board,

The 7,000 population level was
chosen because Ketchikan was about
that size when the Alaska National In-
terest Lands Conservation Act was
passed, the board said.

It was identified in ANILCA as the
smallest non-rural community wnd is
considered an indicator of congres-
stonal intent.

The next step was to evaluate com-
ity dnnﬂcrhti:m ﬂ::n
population. were analyzed using
the fdlwm‘.lhﬂl:

*Econom

*Figh game use

*Transportation links

*Community infrastructure

*Educational institutions

Communities with populations
greater than 7,000 proposed as non-
rural include the Municipality of An-
chorage, the Kenai area, the Wasxilla
area, the Fairbanks North Stur
Borough, the Juneau area, the Ket-
chikan ares, the Kodink area and the
Sitka area.

(.‘mriu:br:;twﬂ with lntions bet-
ween 2,500 and 7, posed as
non-rural (nclude the Hnr;'rcrn: ares, the
Seward area, Valdez and Adak.

All other communities in Aluska are
bewyg proposed for rural status.

Comments on the proposed rural
determinations und other issues on
subsistence should be addressed 1o
Chairmin, Fediral Subsistence Board,
clfo LS. Fish and Wildlife Service,
1011 E. Tudor Road, Anchorage
Y9503, Aun: Richard S, Pospahala,

Additional information is available
hy calling the Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice Subsistence CHfice st 2671461
(Hearing  impaired  may  call
THO-3487),



