Reapportionment will have
big impact on rural Alaska

by Elleen MicLean
for the Tundia Thoes

The Stte Reapportionment Board 15
in the process of holding sutewide
public hearnngs on redistricting o
Aliska to ensure :mu:-;in'ﬁnmnm: vite
representotion throughout e state

Inuplat Paitot
People's Heritage

OPINION

As required by the Adaska Clonstitu-
o, reapportiomnent muost ke pluce
alter cach 1-year census

Public comment will be aken by the
board  through Junuury 1991,
wherenpan the board will submit its
recommendations to the governor

he governor will then corry oul the
sk ol redrawmge Alaska House
Semte districts

| iy very concerned aboul rédrow
g dlistret boundones of our state,
wihnch comprises the lirgest landd miiss
and muwt diverse Native @roups of any
state m the country

It may be necessary o add
fewislatve seats to those: arcas of the
Rinlbelt Region including  Far
banks, Anchorage, NMatSe amd Kenal

where nolitary and covilian populi
Lo, o ressdency has g reased
diyprroportiicntely by ol arcos
However. | stromply oppose Turthe
expanding the distrpcts imoracal oreas
il the expense of key Bush Caveus
b ]

Rathigning distrgt boumdiries an
certabn areas of the sliate is ot the best
metbuxd 1o ensure equal representation;
rather, this would further diminish
representation i curel areds ol the
whate thaat have tot geoown as tapidly as
the Railbelt Begion — further mten

sifying the divisiveness of the state 1o
a prenter extent than extsts today with
the current distret boundaries and
diverse needs.

Several districts inorural Alaska are
low in “ideal™” population, according
i the Bureaw of Census housing
count, so ey have 1o either gain
popuslation or be ubisorbed imo another
'l.ll"tllll.l i i'l'IJHIFL'I'I"H.l'lt' o I"l!ll"l"n-'l'l'
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Each district already covers i vast
leimtory, the saze of several stles in
the Lower 48

Soithwand o esstward anhesation
of these districts would ouke oeven
more difficult wo stay 1o wach with
constiuems, Funher expansion would
add 10 the difficulty of travel for rural
legislatoss within their distnets,

For exumple, travel belween
regional hubs often requires  going
through Anchorage, whereas legislators
representing urban areas emoy direct

poflirisd on pags forty-onoe




* Reapportionment

ciartinuedg from g oty

fighis to the conmunities within their
disinis

Since statehiood, the size of districts
lax contmued w increase with each
redpportiomnient, The bottem line s
that rural districts are becoming huge
el unwieldy and smaller in number

Dusirnet 22, like other rurgl districts
of the state, empoys a great deal of un-
Wy due w the common ethnic and
cultural history of the mujorite of s
residents

Incorporation of additionsl areas,
especinlly of the Interior rvers distried,
wiould only cause wnnecessary conflict
wmong the people

Mewly annexed areas would lock the
mernibers i power buse o elect o per-
oy st sepsitive to their culture aod
wnigue needs, so o would not receive
sdbistactory representation

The suthority of the Federal Vowrs
Righiy Act of [965 easures equality of
ciitzens votes, meaming that districts
must be divided insuch a way 10 mun.
uun the ethicity of the area to enhance
SoCir-economic  nlegralion of  the

il

I am convinced that should distrct
stze be tncressed in such o manner
coupler 1o the Voters Rights Act, it
could be challenged in court

According o the act, the board s
exhaust every option available in ovder
e mimntin the ethnic majority of
leginlative distnicts,

Adding scats to the Railbelt area at
the expense of seats in roral Aloska i
not the only avilable altermative 1o en-
surte an equal vote statewiide.

| urge rural Alaskans to participale
in the reapportionmeni process
through submission of public com-
ment, encournging the boand 1o recom
mend 0 the governor that more
members be ndqrcd to the Legisiature
in cerain arcas. where  population
growth  warrnnts  sugmented
representation,

The board does not have the con-
sututional authority to increase the
Legisiature, but a recommendation
would apprise the governor of the
nied

Alaska has the smallest bi-cameral
Legisinture in the country. lis expan-
ston would not alter the ng ratio
of power between regions. Rather, ex-
pansion would allow districts outside
the urban/Railbelt aren to maimain

According to the
P ey o
st every op-
tion avaﬂm in
ardar to mamtam

their territory  and be more of

reasonable s

Further, addson of members do the
Legislature would spread the power.
diminishing the stronghold of
Nuence that cermn legislntors possess
tinday

I suppan the passage of a constitu
tinal pmendment setting s cap on the
explnsion of the baody, to be put before
virers i the 1992 election

I urge others 1o become educated on
this important issue soonmigportant i the
future of our state

To better understand the reappor-
tonment process, | would encourage
people o contact Mike Bradner, ex-
ceutive director of the Reapportion-
ment Bourd at 561-4228 in Anchorge
or my affice nt 852-T111 (collect)



