Just say

by John Jemewouk
For ihe Tumdrs Thmes

As woters stnlewwle prepare 1o
rebinem o the polls Nov, 6, many will
b struggling with the question ol
whether W suppoit recriminnl ization
ol T g
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SO may be reluctant 1o give up
theer own hatvt, others will be v
vetned  aboutl fmends  dod  Tamily
b s who will sadidenly e hreak
g the fouw al " personal use s e
virhaeill, Al oihiers |II.I‘!':||[ 1:|I||_".|Ldl1r
whether we showld e g lew whieh
".-'|.I|.| fae nd ||I.1|'-l'..."l.l|.'l, 17 Chluree

Phe decistion o approve or disap
prove ol e e s cspecmlly Tele
walt o Alaska Nuative commumings
whete ndivadual  tengnphs il
Lrigreaties e shated by ever'y person
im the villoge

Laws o hieialth, hife, seltestecin amd
prodi vty et the cadire Connmiinty
and  hamrper s abehity o deal with
dther proablems

Ainki Matves are well aware o the
destrucnive  elfecis ol .I:'ug ihse
Hrronigeh our expericnce with aleghl

Muny Nabive commumbics  have
laken positive steps (o reduce doug
bt by enmcting O local option'” o
dioanees banring ihe sale and mpor
tetion of pleohol. A the same time,
vty Andivaduals e made the per
simield chimee of sohnety

Whatever the soceess i kegping
eohol out of the villages may be
vt o be “dry”” or ““damp’*” ot the

no to marijuana on Nov. 6
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wery leist sends o message that comi
iy residents revgiiee the dongers
ol aleabol abuse and the benelits of
nobyr el y
b PSR i Lo N CRCOUTIRELE Y b
dividuiahs o exirime therr own aleohol
use and ke the devision o qun, L
alwid corms the respedt of people o
side the villiige by savinge. "We aie
seriois abont sobowety. We ane
uhoiit hielping onrselvies
Now the state of Adisskin by giving us
the opporfutity o send the sime
message aboul  manpuane,  Over
shadowed by aleobol as a doug pro-
hlem . Native commumities, man
(i nevertheless takes b toll
Both  personal  phservation  amd
soennbie evidente tell us i miein
puan as ol g haomdess drog. Bcon
Lains cancer-causing chemicals —
percent more “tar” than cigareiies
I mpeies  learming  ability  and

Bl TS

Somehow our youth are not

getting

the message that they should stay

away from marijuana. Could it be that
they question whether it’s really that
bad, gfven the fact that the state of
Alaska has said personal use is OK?

memony. 1 alfects socul developmen
for young users, It ompairs com
munication il prablem  solving
within murnages. Tamilies and con
munies I costribules o
st hine |'"i'lLI.|||I|.' il aicamioble
accidonts,

Use by o pregnant woman can lead
o low birth weight for her imtand

A recenl survey of Alaskan
udolesvents sponsored an part by the
state of Alaska bnd the Aluska Arca
Mutrve Henlth Service foand that muone
than 45 percent ol the leen-agers
surveyed an grides 112 hod ased
ma g, Cver one-hith of those
frrndes seven oy mine had tried o

lhese igures are extremely alarm
g, consdenng tha sdolescence
siich i entical penosd for intelleciual,
civotiomal, morsl and sbciul develop
memt, We also know that drug habiis
often are hirst established in
mdolesceme

Sounehow our youth wee ot getting
the message that they should stay saiway
froen imariyuana. Could i be that they

question whether i's really thar bad,
prven the Tact that the stute ol Aliska
his sadd personnl use is ORY

Adiska b currently the only Stale
which allows recreationul use of nar
jamia. Phins Giet i o canase of grest con
sternation o health professionals and
hedlth educators, who must try o con
vince Tunding sources Outside that we
are serious about addressing the pro
Blieans of drug sbuse, when ot the sune
P we el Alaskans, " "Maruana s
O Sending mised imésssages under
manes o credibaling

O Nowv. B, we will have the oppo
Pty o ke o strong stterment dhaoid
drug  abuse. Voters need 1o osk
themselves o simple gueston: s man
junia really OK, or should ns use be
discournged?!

An honest expmination of the Tacts
should el you the truth. Now it's time
o tell all Aluskans: Just spy mo o
I
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