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As the controversy over VIS-
TA continues 24 VISTA volun-
teers have challenged the VISTA
administration to meet the re

iquestsquests of native villages asking
for local control of the program

I1 in a letter addressed to the
tundra times the volunteers
iwrotewrote we challenge mr white
mr alienallen mr cox office of
the governor and mr mercer
regional OR OEO to meet

with the native leaders in bethel
landand develop a strong program
centered around the principle of
local control

I1 jerry white is the director of
iceoioeoOEO for alaska and willie alienallen
I1 is the coordinator of the VISTA
program in alaska

the village of bethel is one of
51 villages in the yukon kusko
gwimkwimkwirncwirn area which last month
asked for no more VISTA volun-
teers unless the program is ad-
ministered locally

the controversy first came
before the public eye last month
when several past and present
volunteers issued a position paper
criticizing the administration of
the program and calling for local
control in alaska the program is
sponsored by the state and fund-
ed primarily by the office of
economic opportunity

the paper was then followed
by the resolution from the vil-
lages in the yukon kuskokwimkuskokwixn
area organized as the association
of the village council presidents
AVCP calling for local control

both villages and volunteers
alike have charged that the pro-
gram operates without regard to
the wishes and needs of the na-
tive people

the letter sent to the tundra
times by the volunteers was in
response to a jan 23 article in
the paper exploring the VISTA
controversy

although the three page single
spaced letter could not be print-
ed in full due to a lack of space
some of the points raised in it

will be mentioned in the follow-
ing paragraphs

the volunteers commended
the administrations ideas that
VISTA be developed on a project
basis such as education and that
it become a two year rather
than the current oneyearone year pro-
gram

however at this point agree-
ment between the volunteers and
the administration seems to
cease

alienallen said that he felt the
attack upon the administration
was blown out of proportion in
the press because only a small
number of volunteers had signed
the critical position paper

the volunteers said that the
original signers of the paper were
in anchorage at the time and
that as more of the volunteers
from the rural areas come into
anchorage for training they will
be given the opportunity to sup-
port the paper

661tit is expected the letter
says that at least half of the
volunteers will support the paper
and most if not all will support
local control of VISTA alaska

their expectations were in
part born out last week when 31
of 34 volunteers in anchorage
went on record supporting native
control of the program in the
lower yukon kuskokwimkuskokwirn area

second for the tundra times
article the administrators discus-
sed several changes that they
would like to see made in the
program

and while the volunteers
agreed with some of the sugges-
tions as mentioned earlier they
contended that changes when
they occur are done secretively
and without consultation with
the village councils volunteers
or the volunteer leaders even
though the village people have
asked time and again for more
participation in the programs
that affect them

third the volunteers disagreed

with whites statement that the
program is essentially one of
local control now and that the
village council has the power to
direct the activities of the volun-
teer

to support their contention
the volunteers cited the case of
blanche andrews who was ori-
ginally fired against the expressed
wishes of the village council

fourthFourtfourthallenhAllenallen was reported to
have said that the volunteer
leaders who supervised the vol-
unteers in their district did not
understand the problems of the
entire region because as a previ-
ous volunteer they had lived in
only one village

it is absurd the letter stat-
ed for anyny volunteer leader to
be expected to be a local expert
on the problems of every village
in his district

furthermore the letter held
that the administrationadministrations new
policy of hiring supervisors to
replace the fired volunteer lead-
ers has not provided the neces-
sary contact with village leaders

the one supervisor who has
been hired thus far the letter
stated has done little in the way
of contacting villages or volun-
teers

in reply to aliensallens comment
that the volunteers and the ad-
ministration need to work to-
gether the volunteers wrote that
they have tried to work with
alienallen but that he has taken no
action to incorporate suggestions
plans pleas requests or demands
coming from either volunteer
leaders volunteers or village
councils

never promise more than youcanyou can
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ANGG men decorated
foror outstanding workork

ANCHORAGE private first
class vincent T beans of com-
pany E second scout battalion
of the alaska armyarmy national
guard and private joseph A
ballot of company C first scout
battalion s have been awarded
the brig gen john R noyes
medal as the most outstanding
members of their battalions

beans is from mountain vil
lage on the lower yukon riveroriver
his father ignatius is a staff
sergeant in the second battalion
and his brother joe is a second
lieutenant in the same unit

ballot is from selawikselanikSelawik near
seward peninsula in western
alaska

the awards werewere made at a
paradeparade conducted by the two
battalions at midweekmid week during
their two week encampment at
camp carroll near anchorage 0

camp has just ended for the
scouts

reviewing the parade were
majomaj gen CF necrason alaska
state adjutant general and bribrig9genogen CE reid assistant adjutant
general and commander of camp
carroll the john noyes medal is
named in honor of gen noyes
who was state adjutant general
during the fifties and who was
killed in an aircraft accident
while on duty

in addition to the noyes
awards alaska commendation
medals for meritorious service
to the alaska guard were pre-
sented to ten men from the two
battalions

they were sergeant major
christopher mandregan of beth-
el first sergeant john aoA hanson
of alakanuk first sergeant
adolph johnson of quinhagak
first sergeant nicolai E nicolai
of kwethluk master sergeant
carl A kwagley of bethel

master sergeant john nicori
of bethel platoon sergeant mat-
thew peterson of mountain vil-
lage platoon sergeant timothy
williams of akaikakaike sp4spa james
tom of akiakagiak and sp4spa james
waska of agiakakiakoakiak

these villages were represent-
ed in the second scout battalion
at camp this year akiakagiak kasig
luk napakiakNapakiak napaskiak kwethkeeth
luk akiachakAkiachak tuluksakTuluksak quin
hagakhabak dillingham eek togiak
kiphukkipruk chifornak kwigillingok
tuntutuliak toksook bay mek
oryukorluk nestoknewteknewtok tununakTununak hoop-
er bay chevakchehak MLmt village
scammon bay alakanuk em
monak

st marys goodnewsgoodnessGoodnews bay
kotlik nunapitchuk nightanightmNightnightmutemuteute
and bethel battalion headquar-
ters

from the first scout battal-
ion headquartered at nome
these villages are represented
stebbins st michael shaktolikShak tolik
koyuk elim nome teller bre-
vig mission wales shismarefshishmaref
deering kiana ambler shung-
nak pipt hope kivalinaKivalina noatak
barter island ft yukon tanana
nulatomulato diomede gambell sav
oongabonga
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vitt jr returnedreturnedto to dishomehishomehisliomeshomehi in
barrowbarrolvronv this week after an eight
day trip atoftofromm Nnewe york to wash-
ington highlighted by a visit with
president nixon

the son of luther leavitt sr
the youth was one of 17 top boy
scouts and exploreexplorexplorersrs chosen na-
tionwidetionwide to report to top govern-
ment officials in observance of
boy scout week feb 7137 13

before leaving on his trip jan
30 the eighth grader stopped in
fairbanks for interviews

at that time he mentioned
that more than anything else he
was looking forward to talking
with president nixon

having been in scouting seven
years luther is now the junior
assistant scoutmaster of boy
scout troop 58

he was selected for the trip
on the basis of his outstanding
record in scouting school
church and community services

the rather shy fivefmi e footer
mentioned that he is in the choir
youth club and student council
and that math is his favorite
subject

he is also in the top 20 per
cent of his class

no doubt he will have a lot to
tell his four brothers and five
sisters about his trip last week
three of his sisters are currently
living in the lower 48

in addition to the visit with
nixon luther and the other
scouts spent two days in new
york where they met with united
nations leaders toured the new
york stock exchange andvisitedandvisited
the ed sullivan show they were
also each presented with a 300
scholarship by the readers di-
gest foundation

stops were mademade in northnorth
brunswick NJ atthe national
BSAheadquartersbsaheadquarters abdatandatd at the ILSUS
naval academy at annapolisannapolis
maryland

in washington thegrqxpthe group met
with members of congresscongfecongeeiss and
department heads and visited the
supreme court

while in fairafairbfairbanksanks luther
discussed some of the activities
he had participated in asasaa scout

the barrow youth who is a
star scout two steps below an
eagle scout listed wood carving
wood work paintipaintingfig first aid
and scholarship as areas in which
he had earned merit badges

he also has two other awards
which many people would be
reluctant to try for a 40 below
and a 100 below certificate

to earn the first award and
thus become a member of a 40
below club he had to spend no
more than two nights outside
and accumulate temperatures of
minus 40 for the 100 below
club he could spendspend no more
than 5 nights out while accumu-
lating minus 100 degrees

and unlike scouts who camp
in the lower 48 in the winter
luther and his troop sleep in
snowhousessnowhouses similar to igloos
rather than tents

he explained thaunthqunthat jn thesum
mer the troop Adoesoes even more
camping at which time they live
primarily off the fish they catch

and for luther the warmer
temperatures call for another
kind of fishing as he often ac-
companies his father on whaling
trips

when asked what he does on
the trips the youth smiles and
said 1I just make coffee and
wash dishes
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GRAPHICR P IC ARTS OF THET E

ALASKANAL K N ESKIMOSKIMO
NOW ON RT aaa00

authorsauthor dodorothyroth y jean ray introduction by vincent price

at
TUNDRAT N TIMESIMES

CHENA BUILDING 510 second avenue fairbanks alaska
or

sendsena for the book at tundra times box 1287 fairbanks alaska 99701

I1 FAMOUS ESKIMO ARTISTS
read about florence malewotkuk of st lawrence islandisjandlsjand george

ahgupuk of shismarefshishmaref now of anchorage famed for hihiss dradrawingsdrawingsonwingsonon
caribou skin robert mayokokmayokokofcapeof cape princeofprince of wales now ofanchoanchor-
age

r
kivetorukKivetoruk mosesofmoses of nome ronald senungetuk of cape prince of

wales now at university of alaska band7andand many other famous attisartistsattistsatteststs
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