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Subsistence must be maintained

Dear Gov. Steve Cowper:

Bristol Bay Nutive Corp. hus re-
ceived a copy of u letter from the
Alaska Federation of Natives 1o you
dated Jan. 2, regarding their view of
the choices that the state may elect o
pursue as o result of the Ninth Circult
Court of Appeals decision i the
Kenaitze case.

BBNC fully supports the position
that AFN has taken,

The State of Alnska has been insen-
sitive 1o the fing thread of survival tha
many of the Native people face in rural
Aluska Subsistence has offser the cash
economy in many cases where there
are no jobs availuble and none are n
sight within thear lifetime.

It is unconsciomahle o consider k-

ing that away without any offsetting
alternatives. Witness Alaska
Department of Fish and Game deci-
ston to ¢lose certaln hunts in Aloska
without any consideration Tor the
socioeconomic well-being of those that
are affecied by these actions.

Subsistence has been the culiural
nucleus of the Native people
throughout the centuries. Tuking that
away from them s wntamount (o
Treblinka in Poland dunng Worlkd War
I We urge you to reconsider and
reinstate the winter hunts,

Sincerely,

Trefon Angasan It
BBNC
Anchorage

Native tribes have important rights

To the editi:

Here s semething o ponder, and
maybe someone will take the mitiative
1o dov something with it

Federnl enccutive onder rescoves
land for “"public purposes” oo Tacilitge
Mative reimdeer herding, education and
fishin hr Alaska Natives. Reserves
include the Unalakleet Reserve, 10O
H&Lmﬂ:‘ miles; Cape Denbigh Reserve,
75 square mules, and 5t, Lawrence
Island Reserve, Poimt Hope, White
Mountain, Venetie, Amaknak Lshand,
Tethin and Eklutna. Pre 1919 rescrves
include Copper Center, Fort Yukon,
Kobuk River, Klukwan, Tyonek,
Chilkat Fisheries, Yendistucky, Nor-
. Buy (Ehm), Akmk. Moumam
Village and Tatitlek,

The reserves are subject o vald ex:
isting rights because of Milure by Con
press o extinguish those rights ol
keeping the reserves as they are even
after the Alasks Natives Clinims Set

tement Act had Faded 10 expressly ex
tnguish the Indinn reserves of those
village corporations.

Now: the Congress has expressly
asbeedd for consemt i order o ke away
the reserves.

Any [ncian tribe or tribes residing
on the same reservanion shall have the
nght 1o organide for s commm
wellare, aceording to {ederal law. The
tribes may adopt an appropriate con-
stitution and  bylaws, which  shall
hecome effective when ratified by
majority vole of the adult members vl
the tribe.

Each tribal council has been given

wer o piake constitutions  and

ylaws for the interests of the tnbe,
s per the Alaska Native Actol 1936
Subsisience liows are no exception

Respectfully,
Thirmas S Musunginya
Palmer
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