Kitka: Subsistence ruling
cause for great concern

The recent decision of the Aluska
Supreme Court invalidating a fong-
standing rural subgistence priority is,
in the words of the new president ol
the Aluskn Federution of Natives, *'n
profound dissppoinment which cuuses
us great concern for the fuare of
Aloskn. '

Julie Kitka, in a recotl staleimicat,
characterized the situation as a fish and
EAME crisis,

"For years, Notive leadership ut the
village, regional and statewide level
hins consistently supported o unified,
comprehensive system of statewide
fish wnd game management under the
prisdiction of the State of Alaska

“"We have worked Tor o decade to
keep management of fish and game n
Alaskan hands and 1o keep federal in-
volvement at o minbmum, ' she said

MNow, however, Kitke said that
unless Natives and non-Nuatives can
Findl scvee widy to resolve the legal i
passe created by the coun's recen
decision, “we are heading into o sid
andd divisive penod of history

Now, however,
Kitka said that
unless Natives and
non-Natives can
find some way to
resolve the legal im-
passe created by
the court’s recent
decision, ‘we are
heading into a sad
and divisive period
of history.’

Katkn pointed our that in 1982 the
Adasku Native communily was suc-
cessful pfter campogning bard 1o
defeat » ballow initiative which would
have repealed the Legislature’s
stalulory subsistence preference.

“In 1985 and 1986, after the Stae
Supreme Court issued its Maidison
decision, we went all out 10 secure
legislotive changes so that Alaskin
siatutes could be brought o com
pliance with federal law.

“IF we had failed in etther of these
elfort, state low would undoubtedly
have béen found 10 be outl of com-
plinnce with federal law,”" she said,
“and we would hive witnessed a
federnl takeover of lish aml game
management on thise o percent of
Adoxka's lands which are i federal
ownership.

Kitku sd the secretary of the
Departmient of the Interior would have
become the de facto commssioner of
fish and game over shmost iwo-thirds
of Alaska.

“*This would have created a divided
system without adeguate resources to
mansge the species und habitts which
migrmte across the stale without regard
o land ownership.

“The Native commumiy has
worked consistently with governirs,
legislators, commissioners  and
members of the boards of fish and
gume toward two mutually remfore-
ing goals: 1o privect the subsistence
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econriny on which the hifestyles of ull
rural Alaskans depend and w do o
within the context of the unified state
munugement system, " she said,

Kotk s saidd thast untel now thist efton
has succeeded. Toduy, however, she
sand that i light of the coun’s deci-
stom, the goals may no longer be
compatible,

“Adwska's court system has spoken,
und the 1990 fishing season w!ﬁ-unn
be upon us,”" she said

Kitka novted that ina recent letter to
Giov, Cowper, she indicated that AFN
his oo chowee but (o mguire ol the Tn
terwor secretary s plans for assum
g s responsibility under Tade VI
of the Alnska National Interest Landy
Conservation Act.

“However, we look forward 1o
wiorking with the secretary and the
pivernor 1o vesalve this siteation, " she
witidd,



