
Support for subsistence in AnchoraAnchoragee
By SHARON MCCONNEL-

LANCHORAGEThe

McCONNELLMcCONNELL-

ANCHORAGETheANCHORAGE-TheANCHORAGEThe- InterimInterim-
Committee

Interim-
CommitteeCommittee on Subsistence heldheld-
aa hearing during the 11llth11thth anan-

nual
an-an¬.-

nual Alaska Federation of NaNa-

tives
Na-Na¬.-

tives convention in AnchorageAnchorage-
lastlast Thursday .

Many areas of Alaska werewere-
represented

were-
representedrepresented in the testimony .

Several of those who testifitestifiedtestified-
said

dd-

saidsaid the definitiondeflnltion of subsistencesubsistence-
should

subsistence-
shouldshould be as broad as possiblepossible-
soso there would not be exactexact-
regulations

exact-
regulationsregulations establishedestab1ished or thatthat-
there

that-
therethere should not be a definitiondefmitiondefmition-
at

definition-
atat all .

One man , Dale Nonerant ,

testified that the people defenddefend-

itit but do not definedefme it .

I

Many also said the govern-
ment

govern-
ment

governgovern-¬-
ment has no right to destroy aa-

culture
a-

cultureculture and traditions and thatthat-
everyone

that-
everyoneeveryone has the choice of theirtheir-
personal

their-
personalpersonal lifestyle .

Woodrow HendersonHendetson of HyHy-

daburg
Hy-

daburg
Hy-Hy-.

daburg told the committee thatthat-

when
that-

whenwhen for generations peoplepeople-
have

people-
havehave lived off a certain type ofof-

diet
of-

dietdiet , they have a need for it andand-

that
and-

thatthat taste or need cannot bebe-

taken
be-

takentaken away .

Henderson testified that hehe-

owns
he-

ownsowns a store in the village andand-

the
and-

thethe people buy supplements toto-

their
to-

theirtheir diet of moose , rabbit ,

etc . Henderson told of an inin-

terestin
in-

teresting
in-in¬-

terestinteresting way the village ofof-

Hydaburg
of-

IlydaburgHydaburgIlydaburg dealt with the need-
lessly

needneed-¬.-

lessly killed moose by commer-
cial

commer-
cial

commercommer-¬-

cial hunters and guides . He saidsaid-

because
said-

becausebecause so many moose werewere-

being
were-

beingbeing killed just for the head ,

the Hydaburg residents askedasked-

the
asked-

thethe state of Alaska to set upup-

two
up-

twotwo subsistence zones . TheThe-

proposal
The-

proposalproposal defineddefmed nonresidentialnonresidential-
andand foreign hunters and certaincertain-

types
certain-

typestypes of transportation . TheThe-

hunters
The-

huntershunters would have to go byby-

their
by-

theirtheir regulations also , so itit-

would
it-

wouldwould help the problem ofof-

wasting
of-

wastingwasting game .

Henderson said ., he hopedhoped-

other
hoped-

otherother Native groups would dodo-

this
do-

thisthis so to help them on theirtheir-

subsistence
their-

subsistencesubsistence hunting intake . HeHe-

added
He-

addedadded that when the ""whitewhite

man " findsfmds something to mar-

ket
mar-

ket
marmar-¬-

ket ,. the thing is gone . ThenThen-
they

Then-
theythey blame the people depen-
dent

depen-
dent

dependepen-¬-

dent on subsistence living .

Henderson said when thethe-

committee
the-

committeecommittee goes to WashingtonWashington-
toto defend subsistence , theythey-
should

they-
shouldshould decide who goes to hunthunt-
1)y

hunt-
by)by1)y1y the people'speoples' income level..

One Native man who statedstated-
that

stated-
thatthat although he has adjustedadjusted-
toto a money economy

1,1hehe stillstill-

thinks
still-

thinksthinksrightforNatives have the right
for subsistence .

He said his tastes and use ofof-
Native

of-
NativeNative food was not gone bebe-

cause
be-be¬.-

cause ""itit is my culture ." HeHe-

stated
He-

statedstated one cannot destroy the

urge for his taste of his NativeNative-
foods

Native-
foodsfoods although the federal gov-

emrnent
gov-

ernment
govgov-¬-

ernmentemrnent tries and can surpressaurpress
itaurpressitsurpressitby regulations and legislation .

He also stated that if thethe-

government
the-

governmentgovernment took away the cock-
tail

cockcock-¬.-
tail hour from America thethe-

people
the-

peoplepeople would yeDyell and protest .

In the same sense , that is whatwhat-
the

what-
thethe government is doing toto-

Natives
to-

NativesNatives , he saiduJd .

Most speakers stated that sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
subsub-¬-

sistence hunting for village resi-

dents
resiresi-¬.-

dents should depend on incomeincome-
level

income-
levellevel.. Also , there should be aa-

distinct
a-

distinctdistinct clarification betweenbetween-
commercial

between-
commercialcommercial and subsistencesubsistence-
needs

subsistence-
needsneeds .


