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AGAINST LAND CLAIMS-George A.
Moerlein, chairman of the L and lJse Comm-

Testimonies for, Against at Hearing

on the native cultures of
Alaska. It is for these
reasons that the Aleuts urge
the enactment of S.2006 in
the present session of
Congress.

““The natives of Alaska
are potentially a source of
great strength in Alaska’s
future. If a just settlement is
made by Congress, the State
and the nation as a whole
will be rewarded by the
rapid advancement of Alaska
natives in American life.

“They have a great con-
tnbution to make if they are
given a chance to participate
fully in the forward progre ss’
of our society.”

MOSES NOUMOFF, Cape
Douglas, 85 years old;

“ .They tell me Russians
sold our land to the govern-
ment. There were o
Russians on our land. There
were no white people. White
people never came there .

They never saw it. They
never ask us,

“l think govemment buy
stolen property maybe.

Tough luck govemment. Can
buy whole world that way. |
dlm‘tldhelieve that thedp;k}ple
shou ve their lan

anay l.Hlem L) pﬂ:pﬁ;
from the states who haven't
ever lived there.

‘““...We should keep enough
land to live on. We could take
care of & nice piece of it
We dont need it all anymore .
White man took most of game
snyway. They now shoot
game for fun. No more game
preity soon. No more f[ish.
Land not worth much without
game and fish.

‘“Land now ashsetuck. All

never see it. Maybe Russia
and govemment don’'t hike it
either."’
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(Contined from Page 2)

these claims will do little
more than create a gulf
between the native and non—
native peoples of Alaska, to
prolong the existence of the
as a ward of the state, and to
discourage his becaming a
respon sible citizen willing to
accept ﬂle obligations and
rewards of our society...
“Upon your nﬁuldera.,
gentlemen, and upon those
of your peers in Congress
rests the future of this state.
The present land freeze, if
continued will slowly
strangle us—the native land
claims, if ted, may have
the same Both native
and non_native alike will
suffer. e
““We urge, to your
utmost mﬂmigkuly legil sate
against these native land
claims and to prevent them
from recurring again in the
future. And to direct the

lands n Alaska according to
the laws of our nation...””

ELMER RASMUSON, former
Mayor of Anchorage:

‘“...The greatest undevelop-
ed resource we have in
Alaska today is our native
population...

“...Alaska may be the last
laboratory to test whether
the material gains of an
emerging state can be joined
with the preservation of the
finest human values for all .
A resolution of our native
needs can show the way to
the rest of the nation in its
groping for solutions to our

urban problems.
“Settlement of our native
" land claims will - enable

statehood to be realized for
all our people and presents
a fresh and positive meaning
to our hopes amd inspirations.

'II'H_i il_m special interest
Mﬁm. every one

JOE ROTHSTEIN, execut-
ive editor, Anchorage Daily

[EETT “ the Alaske Miners Association, is
testifying against native land cloims.

personal resources have per-
mitted them to survive in one
of the most inhospitable
climates on earth. They are
strong, resourceful, and
immensely cepable people...”

JOHN RADER, State of
Alaska’s first  Attomey
General -

“.ln summary then, M
Chairman, let me repeat:
‘‘l urge an early legislative
settlement of the issue.
First, time will not pemmit
a 30-year juducial delay.
difficul ﬂ:ﬁi e
culty ng ﬂi’:“ﬂ'
settlements and truly evaluat-
ing such as -fishing
and hunting ts.

‘““Third, the solution to the
problem will require local,
state and federal cooperation
with a continuing examination
of results * and -mecessary

adjustment as the future
unfolds.

‘““Fourth, the grmt'mr of
assets, money, and,
royalties to the native
groups should be considered
private capital to be used by
them for necessary llﬂbd::
funds for extensive

and state programs adopted
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