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Reagan’s Indian policy no help to us

By Tony Kaliss

Recently, President Reagan's
first Indian Policy Statement
placed Native Americans in
the Administration’s bigger pic-
ture, “The economic
health — and thét of the tribes’

strained forces of free enter-
prise that tribes expected when
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of Indian Affairs states, “the
private sector [will be] the
major development force on
Indian reservations as else-
where.” Ken Smith, Assistant
Secretary for Indian Affairs,
sees “a silver lining" in the
budget cuts since they will
force tribes to move in this di-
rection.

Survival as a people is threat-
ened when the Administration
proposes to reduce or end im-
portant parts of programs that
provide basic support for tribal
government, community servi-
ces, and education and health
services to tribal members.

When the role of tribal gov-
emment is reduced to “fost-
ering an atmosphere of govern-
mental stability that promotes
confidence and attracts private
sector capital,” and the Secre-
tary of the Interior believes
Indians are held against their
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and right
existence of all Indian tribes
and Alaska Native govern-
ments.”

By restricting the federal gov-
ernment’s trust responsibility

:

" to things, natural resources and

funds, the Reagan Administra-
tion can justify cutting services
for off-reservation tribal mem-
bers and non-federally recog:
nized tribes and causing on-res-
ervation education, health, and
housing services to take a back
seat to the process of “liber-
ating” Indians and their re-
sSOurces.

The Administration does
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