TAPS Requesting to
Explore North of the

Yukon This Summer

By SUSAN TAYLOR
Staff Writer

The Trans Alaska Pipeline System has requested permis-

sion from the Bureau of Land Manag

ement to do exten-

sive exploration work along the proposed route of the
pipeline north of the Yukon River this summer, aspokes-
man of the agency said in Anchorage last Wednesday.

Before making a decision, the
BLM is awaiting a detailed pro-
posal from TAPS outlining how
and exactly where the oil com-
panies plan to explore.

The Bureau, Henry Noldan
said, has not, in the past, allowed
exploration in the summer north
of the Yukon River because the
ground is thawed and thus can
be easily damaged. Noldan is a
BLM supervisor for the pipeline
project.

If the work is allowed, he
speculated that it would proba-
bly be on a very restrictive basis.

TAPS officials, he continued,
want the exploration data as soon
cs possible in order to expedite
the pipeline project. The Depart-
ment of the Interior, which bears
the responsibility for issuing a
construction permit for the pipe-
line, has reportedly said that it
does not have enough informa-
tion to make a decision on the
matter.

The BLM was given the au-
throity by the Secretary of the
Interior about a year ago to al-

low TAPS to explore for the
pipeline, the supervisor said. And
the BLM spokesman continued,
under this same authority the
agency can allow TAPS to do ex-
poration this summer.

The consortium of eight oil
companies did some preliminary
exploration work north of the
Yukon River about a year ago
but has not done any since that
time. Then, Nolden explained,
the work was done in the winter
and consisted of drilling holes a-
bout every 6 miles and cutting a
preliminary line for the pipeline.

Now, he added, TAPS wants
to go back and do more drilling
and make a more definite deter-
mination as to the best pipeline
route. Such exploration was con-
ducted all winter in the Copper
River Basin, where the route of
the pipeline has now been pretty
much determined by the oil com-
panies he said.

TAPS did not ask for permis-
sion to explore north of the Yu-
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kon River last winter, Noldan
cerned about the road to accom-

pany the pipeline.
raises many

TAPS’ request
questions about the role of the
Bureau of -Land Management in
the construction of the pipeline
and haul road.
i to Noldan, the

BLM is for protect-
ing public lands, which most of

the pipeline will cross north of-

the Yukon River.

Thus, he added, the agency
is concerned about how TAPS
will move the pipeline to the con-
struction site, where they will
put the road, where they will
put the pipeline, and how they
will move material for the con-
struction of the road.

Concerning drilling this sum-
mer, the engineer stressed that
he would like to see a lull until
next fall because there is not
much that can be done without
tearing up the soil in the summer.

Drilling usually involves a
tracked vehicle with the drilling

ipment, a caterpillar to assist
the vehicle in rough places, and a
personnel carrier vehicle — all
weighing a total of about 30,000
pounds.

TAPS, he added, has tenta-
tively proposed sending 15 to 20
such units north of the Yukon
this summer. .

Noldan went on to discuss
some of the dangers that would
be presented by such a team.

To cross the numerous streams
in the area, a CAT would have to
cut down stream banks and could
possibly damage wildlife in the
stream. Permafrost might be ex-
posed as the equipment tears up
the earth in its path. And, trees
will have to be knocked down.

During the summer, fires are
a real hazard and a spark from
the machinery or a cigarette butt
accidentally tossed to the ground
could damage many acres of land.

A lull during the summer,
Noldan added, would guard a-
gainst such dangers and close ex-
amination of the plans for the
proposed haul road.

TAPS has proposed where it
would extract the gravel for the
haul road along the proposed
route, but the BLM has not look-
ed to see if the gravel is there and
if it can be extracted without da-
maging the environment, he said.
The exact site of the gravel pits
has not been determined and a
method for excavting the sites
so that they are hidden from the
road has not been agreed upon,
Noldan added.

BLM engineer, James Hender-
shot, explained that TAPS and
the BLM learned quite a bit in

(Continued from

large
trucks carrying pipeline equip-
ment would be durable enough
for campers to use after the pipe-
line is completed.

For construction of the pipe-.
line south of Fairbanks, TAPS
has planned to use existing high- |
ways — mainly the Richardson
Highway, he said. Such a plan
will require the construction of |
feeder roads from the pipeline to
the main highway. Noldan added
that the BLM has asked TAPS
for information on the location
of these feeders but has not yet
received any.

Another area of concern for
the BLM has been the construc-
tion camps along the proposed
route of the pipeline.

When it appeared that the per-
mit for the road north of the Yu-
kon would be issued, the BLM
issued eight camp permits at var-
ious intervals along the route.
Most of the camps are now com-
plete and have sufficient equip- |
ment fo finish the haul road. The |.
The BLM recently took a group |
of newsmen on a plane trip along
the route of the pipeline and
stopped in the Dietrich Camp in
the Brooks Range for a first-hand
look. There, as at other camps,
heavy machinery was lined up,
standing idle waiting for con- ¥+
struction on the road to begin. 3

At the camp designed to han-
dle about 300 men, only 40
were there.

Most of these are putting fin- |
ishing touches on the camp. Dur-* "
ing the winter, the center line for -
the road was surveyed and some |
soil samplings were taken for the !* |
road. In these camps the BIMis® "
responsible for seeing that bothjﬁ
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the exploration and construction |- -
work on the camps damage the¢ _
tundra as little as possible. e
One supervisor handles each |.
of five construction companies
stretched from the Yukon River
to Prudhoe Bay, and thus in most }
cases, has a large amount of terri-§*
tory to cover. Green Con-§ .
struction Company has threeg
camps and Burgess Construction §
Company two, but both have on-§ '+
ly one supervisor apiece. Thef..
staff, Noldan said, will need to$ %
be increased to seven 3-manji
crews once the road construction § &
starts. TAPS, he added, is sup-§
posed to reimburse the BLM forj§
the costs of this supervision, but & ¥
no agreement has been worked['s

out yet. 8
Under the BLM
stem, when the and pipe-}'
line are built, the camps will be
out, and the companies

will have to restore the land c
act as otherwise authorized. They
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