
LETTERSLETTER-

SConsumers

LETTER-

SConsumersConsumers should become aware
110o the :.Editor-

Several
l.d1torld1torEditorl.d1tor-

SeveralSeveral -v'eksv'eksveksweeks- .' igoago there was a-

paid
aa-

p3.Jd

a-

paidpaidp3.Jdp3Jd. advertisement in your paperpaper-

by
paper-

by
paper-

byby the ReResource "DevelDevelopmentDevelopment-
Council "pmentpment-

CounCJCouncilCounCJCouncilwhich.! w/w/uchwuchwhich dfScusseddiscussed the-

Alaska
thethe-

AlaskaAlaska Consumer Advocacy Pro-

gram
Pro-

gram
ProPro-¬--

gram (ACAP ) . We would likebite toto-

set
to-

setset
*''thethethe record straightstnught by-

describing
byby-

describingdescribing our program and-

discussing
andand-

discussmgdiscussmgdiscussing the services we pro-

vide
pro-

VIde
pro-pro-

VIde to ansumersconsumers throughoutthroughout-
thethe State .

ACAP is a state funded pro-

Ject
pro-

ject
propro-¬--

ject of the'AlaskatheAlaska' Public InterestInterest-
Research

Interest-
ResearchResearch CroupGroup . Its purpose is-

to
I-

Sto
is

to-totoprovide-- provide representation forfor-

consumers
for-

consumersconsumers before the state reg-

ulatory
reg-

ulatory
reg-reg-

ulatory comnussionscommissions , particular-
ly

particular-particular-
ly the Alaska Public Utilities-

Commission
Uubhes-

CommISSion
UuliticUubhesUtilities

CommISSion' andd the AlaskaAlaska-

Transportation
Alaska-

TransportationTransportation CommissIOn , on-

utility
onon-

utilityutility and intra-stateintrastate-- .3.Jr3Jrair trans-

porta
trans-

portation
trans-trans--

portaportationtion Issues _.
We represent a new and im-

portant
un-

portant
un-unim-im--

portant concept for Alaska ,. andand-

have
and-

havehave only been in business sincesince-
March

since-
MarchMarch of this year . To date ,. wewe-

ha
we-

havehahawhave been involved in ( Anchor-

age

Anchor-

age

AnchorAnchor-¬-

age }) MMunicipalUruClpal Lightllght and Pow-

er
PowPow-Pow-

er's
¬-

erer'sers'" request for a rate increase ,
Anchorage Telephone UtUtility'sUtilitysUtility's-
request

lty'sltyslty's-

request

'

request to increase the cost of-

pay
ofofaaa-

paypay phone call from 10 centscenls to10

20 centscenls , the location ofofaa hear-

ing

hear-

Ing

hearhear-¬-

ing on a General Telephone of-

Alaska
ofof-

AlaskaAlaska complaint ( originallyonglnally , thethe-

heanng
the-

hearinghearingheanng was scheduled for AnchAnch-¬-

orage , but was moved to BethelBethel-

alloWing

Bethel-

allowingallowing consumers there 10-

VOIce

to10to-

voicevoice thentheutheir concerns ) ,. rate in-

crease
in1in-in¬-

crease requests by the AlaskaAlaska-

Electnc
Alaska-

ElectricElectricElectnc Power and Light ( Jun-

eau
Jun-

eau
Jun-Jun-'

eau ) ,. Glacie'rGlacierGlacle'rGlacler' State Telephone-
Company

Telephone-
Company

Telephone
Company ( Kenai Peninsula ) ; andand-

McGrath
and-

McGrathMcGrath LightUght and Power ((Mc-
Grath

Mc-McMc-

Grath
Mc-

Grath
Mc-Mc-

Grath ) ,. as wellwen as an investigat-

IOn
investiga-

tion
investiga-investiga -

liontIOn of Alaska AeronAeronautical In-

duslnes
In-

dustries
In-In-

dustnesduslnesdustries , Inc . , a comncomn-

ng

commuter 8Jrl1n-

esemng

8Jrl1neairlineairline-

serving'semngserving- --ngng the KenaiKen31 PeruPenmsulaPeninsula. . _.
Wee are also trying to IfaCfacilitatefacilitate-

the
1tate1tatet-

hethethe participation of AlaskaAIaska Pow-

er
Pow-

er
PowPow-¬-

er andqd Telephone ((TokTok , etc . ) in-

the
In-

the
in

the Power Production Cost As-

Sistance

As-

iance
As-AsAs-

sistance
-

Sistanceiance Program whichwluch would-

decrease
wouldwould-

decreasedecreasecrease the cost of power toto-

consumers
to-

consumersconsumers
consumersWe

We currently are involvedInvolvedInIn-

several
inin-

severalseveral casesses , includingincludingraterate Inin-

and
in-

crease
in-in-.

crease: andandredesIgnredesign requestsrequesls by
ChugachbyChugach- " ElectricElectnc AssociatIon-

Anchorage
AssociationAssociation-

Anchorage( Anchorage ) , Matanuska Electnc-
AssociatIOn

ElectncElectricElectric-

AssociationAssociation ((Matanuska Valley ) ,

and Golden Valley ElectricElectnc AsA5 ¬.

sociationsoclatlon ( Fairbanks )
We feel that this program I-

SImportant
isis-

importantimportant and unique in AlaskaAlaska-

for
Alaska-

forfor two reasons for our effortsefforts-

toto open avenues ofofcommumcaofcommunicacommunica-
tion

communicacommumcacommunica- ¬.-

!tionIon between consulconsumers , our-
selves

our-
selves

our-our-
selves , and the comncomnusslOnscommissions onon-

these
on-

thesethese issues and for our inde-
pendent

inde-
pendent

indeinde-¬-

pendent review of isyissues" "wluch-

the
which-

the
wluchwhich' '

the commissions addraddress . HlS-

toncally
Hist-

oncally
HlSt-HlStHist-

oncally ,, the APUCAPUCandand AATCTC

have been qUite responsive toto-

consumers
to-

consumersconsumers who contact them .,

bulbut a relatIvely smallnail number ofof-

contacls
of-

contactscontactscontacls are made .

One of the major projects ofof-

tlus
of-

thisthistlus program is to organIZ-
ethroughout

organizeorganize-

throughout..uuthroughoutuut_
(jethe, state ,groups ofof-

consumers
of-

consumers

rr-

vhoconsumers --vhovhowho arcarearc-

.dedgei

Interested" * InIn-

being
in-

beingbeing._ . ---.dedgei.dedgeiknowledgeable. - . - and in-

volved
I-in-in-

volvedalved in these issues . TheseThese-

groups
These-

groupsgroups , or Consumer AdVISOr-
yCommittees

Advisory-

Committees
Advisory

Committees (CACs) , are mademade-

up
made-

upup of 5-959- people from the com-

munity
com-

muruty
com-com--

murutymunity and are designed to workwork-

closely
work-

closely
work-

re
closely with usus-

The
us-

TheThe CACs arere responsiblerespoRSlble for-

increasing
forfor-

IncreasingIncreasing consumernsumer input to thethe-

Comnussions
the-

CommissionsComnussionsCommissions , , and for infonnlinforming-
their

informinginforming-
their

gg-

theirtheir communities aboutaboul issues-

which
ISSue-

swluch
issues

whichwluch affect them ._ ThroughThrough-

ourour work with the CACs andand-

the
and-

thethe independent review of docu-

ments
docu-

menu
docudocu-¬-

mentsmenu , we feel that we are help-

ing
help-

Ing

helphelp-¬-

ing consumers become involvedinvolved-

Inin issues whichwIuch deeply affect-

them
affeci-

them
affectaffeci

them , and that as the consumer-
voice

consumerconsumer-
vOicevOice, ,.. ,IS. tmrheard, , & better dec-

As

dec-

L
dec--decdecISIonsdecISIons-

will

decisions-

will

- "" -"
will be reachedL.

As a state-fundedstatefunded-- program , It-

IS

itit-

isis our purpose and desiredestre 10-

serve
to10to-

serveserve all parts of the state as-

much
as-

much
as

much as possible .. We wouldwould-

encourage
would-

encourageencourage whowhQ has a concern wewe-

can
we-

cancan address , or who is Slffiply-

In

simplySlffiplysimply-

interestedIninterested'lerested1 in the program , toto-

contact
to-

contactcontact usits .

Deborah Williams
DirectorDtreclor
WilliamsDtreclorWilliamsDirector

Life is lonely in prison
To the EditorEditor-

Guardians
Editor-

Guardians
EdItor-

GuardUUlSGuardiansGuardUUlS of the North , II-

send
I-

sendsend you greetings . IIamam aa-

"PIaIRS

a-

"Plains""PlainsPlains"PIaIRSPIaIRS " CreeCreelCreelthird, tIthirdrd generatIon-

"U.s
generation-

"U.S
generation

""U.SU.SUS.. ." bomborn , but originallyorigmally fromfrom-

that
from-

thatthat area of our beautiful Mot-
hr

Moth-

er
Moth-Moth--

er EarthEarthnownowr profaned by for-

as
for-

eign
for-

eign
for-for--

eign invaders as South CentralCentral-

"Canada
Central-

"Canada"""CanadaCanadai"" ._ That'I'l\at'I'lIlat'\ is a long10nR way
fromwayfromthe tundra andandeveneven furfur-

ther
fur-fur¬,-

ther from """TheThe Tundra Times "

but the issue I am writing aboutabout-

should
about-

shouldshould be as doseclose to your heartshearts-

and
hearts-

andand minds aas the Alaskan NativeNative-

friends
Native-

friendsfriends it involves are to mine ._

AHAll
.

1hese1I1esethese ffriendse ds 'I'veIve' metme-

tI
met-

since
'-

January
J-

anuary
,'.Itincetlcesince January ,. 1978 , when II-

started
II-

startedflattedstarted a d242'jear42jear421'ear421ear''year sentence for

being an actIvelive member of thethe-
Amencan

the-
AmericanAmericanAmencan IndianInd13n Movement andand-
founding

and-
foundingfounding Director of the NativeNative-

Amencan
Native-

AmericanAmericanAmencan Taskforce . TheThenineninenine-
men

nine-
menmen I speakspeakofof come from fivefive-
separate

five-
separateseparate parts of Alaska and are-
Aleut

areare-
AleutAleut , Athabascan , InupiatInuplatInuptat , Yu-
pik

Yu-Yu-.
pikpileput , and SiberianSibenan YupikYuptk .,

ThisTIus is not a11 case of ". ... . IlI-
never

l-

nevernever met an Alaskan I didn'tdidntdidn't-
like

didn't-
like

'
like _ .

*"* for although thesethese-
threeptus

these-
threeplusthree-plusthreeplusthree-ptusptus-- yeanyears havebave allU been Inin-

U.s.P
in-

USPU.S.PUS.PUSP.. .. . Leavenworth , Kansas and-
USP

andand-
U.s.PVSfU.s.PUs.PUsP.. . Lompoc'CaliforniaLompocCaliforniaLompoe'CaliforniaLompoeCalifornia.,' 'I'veIveI've-
met

I've-
met

'
met over SO50 Alaskan Natives in-
that

In-

that
in

that tunetwe ! During that same per-
iod

perper-¬.-
iod 'I'veIve' yet to meet even oneone-
member

one-
membermember of my own tribe and

there is a Cree """reservationreservation" In-

Rocky
in-

Rocky
in

Rocky Boy , Mttdt .

Federal jurisdiction overover-

"reservatIons
over-

"reservations""reservationsreservations " is how SouthernSouthern-
Natives

Southern-
NativesNatives end up in places hk-
eth

likehkelike-

thisthis-thisththisbut- but there are no reservationsreservations-
Inin Alaska andandnono FederalFederaljuristic-
Ion

Federaljuristic-Federaljuristicjuristic-
ion

juristicjuristic- -

Ion over Native People eithereither-
So

either-
SoSo , as111 gratefulgratcful as 1I am for know-

ing
knowknow-¬,-

ing your relationsrelationsl, I wonder whywhy-

so
why-

soso many share my loneliness .

Don'tDont' you ?

I wonder why an Alaskan Na-

who
NaNa-

tive
Na-Na¬-

.tive , who already gets &$arrested&rretedrreted ,
more often than the nonNa-
tives

non-NanonNanonoNanon-Na--- ¬.-
tives who judge .hiro.himhimhint ,;," for long-
er

long-
er

long-longlong-
er

-

er sentencessentence% that they do more-
Continued

moremore-
Continued

more-
Continued(Continued on Page Nine!J1eJ)



Alaskan
_

Nativetive prisoners get less than others in prison -

\(\\.onunuea.onunuea\.Continued fromream Pagerage TwoJ wo)

timeurneurneonilian-
-onilianonilianon thannon-NallvenonNallvenon-NativenonNative- pripn-

smees
pri-

soners
pn-pnpri-pri¬-

sonerssmees( with the same crimecrune andand-

tune
and-

tunetimetune , should also get LESS thanthan-

nonNatives
than-

nonNativesnon-NativesnonNatives- whilewhlle they are In-

pnson
inin-

prisonpnsonprisonprison1pnsonIprisonII Less legal serviceserVJce ,. less acac-

cess

ac-

cess

ac-ac¬-

cess to the courts , less good timetunetime-

and
tune-

JndandJnd MUCH 1less 'f.lIollyflIollyfamily.
-- ' - - contact

Don'tDont' you wonder too1too/tootoo1-
I

tootoo-
I

'?/

If wonder why every ParolParoleParole-

Board
Parole-

BoardBoardBoardInin North AmericaAmenca makes aa-

solid

a-

solidsolid joblob , community suppoisupportsupport-

and
support-

andand familyfamlly ties the primeprune coicon-

sideration
con-

slderal10n
con-con-

siderationslderal10n for granting early rre-

lease

re-

lease
re-re< -

leaseise and nolnot one of my A1asAlaskjAlaskanJn

NallveNative friends has had a single-

visit

stnglesinglestngle-

VISIVISI\VISIvisitVISIIn\ In many ., many yearsyears-

they've
years-

they'vethey'vetheyve' been In prison becausebecause-

they
because-

theythey are held over 2.00020002,000., miles-
from

muesmilesmues-

fromfrom those Jobs , communities-
and

commurullescommunitiescommurulles-
andand famulesfamiliesfamules-

I

families-
II wonder why the State of

Alasl.aAlaslaAlaska. has mostly non ""JllveJllveNative"Jllvel-

aws
Native-

lawslaws ., police ,. DAD.A'sD.AsDAs. ''ss Judges and-

juries

dndanddnd-

JunesJunesjuries to decide who wwill l be pnpripn-

soners
pri-

lonerssonersloners but Alaska State pnsonersprisonerspnsoners-

In

prisoners-

in

s

In Federal custody are mustmostl] )

""alivealiveNative '

My fnendsfriends and IIcdnIcancdncan )Lnlonly

wonder and ask If you do too ,

but every person who reads thISthIS-

PAYS

this-

PAYSPAYS to keep them her andandcancancan-

demand
can-

demdnddemdnddemand tthehe answeranswerUn\NHl-

Pete
\UnUnNHlNHlnn?

Pete Young BufBuffaloBuffalo-

AIM

Buffalo-

AIM
falofalo-

AIAIAIMAIMAT',! & \''AT-
Lomp

NAT-

Lompix
\ATAT'ATNATAT-

LomrxxLomrxxLompLompix<><.. (( alllomalitornia.


